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USAF PJs are emergency 
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brain surgery, and train with every 
new toy everywhere from 
swamps to “sandboxes.” 
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SHIP OF FOOLS 

Mike Winchester 

Government red faces abound as Tiger rebels shaft the 
Sri Lankan military by heisting a mega-dollar shipment of 
hardware and ordnance. 
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Leave it to a couple of former SEALs to bring pistol whip¬ 
ping into the next century. SOF T&Es the Alternative 
Force Block. 



BUNDBSWEHR BATTLE RIFLE 

Charlie Cutshaw 

SOF unveils H&K's new G36 combat rifle. This modular 
design has been "Infantry engineered" and may signal 
the trend for tomorrow's battle rifles. 



REACH OUT AND HELP SOMEONE 

James L. Pate 

Snipers from around the country gather to compete in a 
benefit match for the "long-range legend." Master 
Gunnary Sergeam Carlos Hathcock. whose 2.500-yard 
sniper kill remains a record. 



THRILL OF THE KILL 

Bill Askins 

Colonel Charles Askins has always been a man to reck¬ 
on with — as a WW II officer — as an El Paso gunfighter 
— and. as a sanctioned assassin ordered to terminate an 
American deserter in the aftermath of the disaster in the 
Kasserine Pass. 



TODAY'S DOGS OF WAR 

Al J. Venter 

Mercenary opportunities abound, particularly in the 
volatile cauldrons of Africa and Bosnia, where outfits 
such as Executive Outcomes and Military Professional 
Resources, Inc. have landed lucrative contracts. 
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THE SIEGE OF AN IOC. Part II 

Samuel Zaffiri 

From pugs to contenders in 80 days. ARVN gladiators, 
and their remaining American advisers, decimate nearly 
25% of a 40,000-man communist attack force in one of 
the Vietnam Wars noblest — and bloodiest — stands. 



PILOT DOWN! 

Dale B. Cooper 

USAF PJs. unheralded, except by the scores they’ve 
pulled from death’s cross hairs, are no backseaters as 
they awai( insertion into hostile Iraqi turf to snatch 
downed American flyers. 









Conventional Wisdom 


Dear Reader; 

You are cordially invited to this 
year’s Soldier Of Fortune Convention, 
Exposition and Trade Show at the Sands 
Expo Center, in Las Vegas, Nev. This 
year’s event builds on the successful way 
we did things during the 1996 and earli¬ 
er conventions. 

Conventioneer registration begins on 
Wednesday, 23 September. The seminars, 
participatory events and other activities 
will continue through 
Sunday, 27 September. 

Exhibitor registration 
and set-up will be 
Thursday, 24 September. 

The Expo will be open to 
the public from Friday 
through Sunday, 25-27 
September. 

For just $150, con¬ 
ventioneers can pre-reg¬ 
ister and enjoy full 
access to all activities and contests. The 
Soldier Of Fortune World Cham pionship 
3-Gun Tactical Response Match, begins 
Wednesday, 23 September (with shooter 
regestration on Tuesday, 22 September) 
and runs through Friday, 25 September, 
with the team shoot-offs. Our world- 
famous Firepower and Manufacturers’ 
Demonstration will be Saturday, 26 
September. The awards Banquet will be 
Saturday evening. Except for range fir¬ 
ing, all events will be at the Sands Expo 
Center, on Sands Avenue at Koval Lane, 
in Las Vegas. 

We will be mailing out a Convention 
packet, including an application form, to 
all previous conventioneers detailing all 
special events, and hotel information. 
Conventioneer registration goes up to 
$175 at the Convention, so be sure to 
register in advance. If you have moved 
recently, or did not receive your packet. 


call our offices at (303) 449-3750. 

Among the hundreds of exhibits 
and seminars this year will be fea¬ 
tured guest speakers, including Randy 
Weaver — whose family was attacked 
by federal authorities at Ruby Ridge, 
Idaho — and WWII General Paul 
Tibbetts, who dropped the atom bomb 
on Hiroshima, Japan. Seminars will 
include a knife-fighting class present¬ 
ed by Cold Steel. Harry Humphries 
and other Navy SEALs will present a 
complete series of 
seminars on SEAL 
tactics and training, 
and gun-rights activ¬ 
ists will keep us 
informed and updated 
on the war against our 
Second Amendment. I 
expect other exciting 
speakers and guests to 
be announced between 
now and the 

Convention. 

Exhibitors this year will be a virtual 
who’s who of weapons manufacturers, 
and other companies essential to profes¬ 
sional adventurers, including: Beretta, 
U.S.A.; Glock, Inc.; Smith & Wesson; 
Sturm, Ruger & Co.; Gerber Legendary 
Blades; Ka-Bar Knives; and Barrett 
Firearms, just to mention a few. 

Throughout the event, at the hotel and 
the expo center, you are encouraged to 
visit with, and debrief, the staff of 
Soldier Of Fortune magazine and our 
special guests who will be attending 
nightly social activities. 

This is an opportunity to improve 
your adventure skills, get updates on the 
latest tactical and weapons advance¬ 
ments, and strengthen our country’s gun 
rights in one enormously fun event. This 
will be the best Convention ever, so we 
hope to see you in Las Vegas. ^ 
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under particular conditions and circumstances, some of 
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ity for all liability, injuries or damages. 
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These CD’s can be read by every version ofWindows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 


FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 

2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95 * 

Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons’ as SKS, MlGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, M16, M14, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 
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Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_9lB; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, NBC Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 
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Northern Ops, FM21-75 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 
p and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals 
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Sanders Appointed To Federal Commission 

Robert E. Sanders, a retired head of criminal enforcement for the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and a consulting federal 
gun-law expert for Soldier Of Fortune , has been named by House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich to a special congressional commission on 
law enforcement. 

Officially designated the Commission on the Advancement of 
Federal Law Enforcement, or CAFLE, it was authorized under the 
Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, passed in 
the wake of the Oklahoma City bombing. Like the bombing itself, 
the commission is partially a result of the federal law-enforcement 
fiasco at Waco, Texas, in 1993. 

Champions of individual rights and civil liberties widely criti¬ 
cized the proposed anti-terrorism law. One of the compromises that 
made its passage possible was the creation of a commission to delve 
into what changes need to be made to assure effective law enforce¬ 
ment without the abuse of power and reckless use of deadly force in 
such infamous cases as Waco and that of the Randy Weaver family, 
in Idaho, in 1992. 

The purpose of the commission, according to the speaker’s press 
office, “is to provide direction to the president and congress on how 
to create a federal law-enforcement program that protects the physi¬ 
cal security of Americans while preserving individual rights ... “ 

“The most difficult part of law enforcement is balancing indi¬ 
vidual rights with providing security,” Gingrich said. “While all 


Americans want to be able to feel secure in their homes ... they don’t 
want this to occur at the expense of their rights as individuals ... I 
am confident that Bob Sanders’ wisdom and experience will help 
this commission fulfill its mission.” 

The commission will hold a series of public hearings over the 
next several months. Testimony will be solicited from, among oth¬ 
ers, the National Rifle Association, the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Black 
Police Officers Association, as well as state and local agencies and 
private individuals. Hearing dates have been set for 22-23 June, 9- 
10 July, 24-25 August, 14-15 September, and 5-6 October. 
Additional dates will be scheduled and, afterward, the commission 
will compile a report to congress. 

Congratulations, Bob. Good Luck. 

— James L. Pate 


Alamo City Nixes Delta's Urban Training 

San Antonio — Officials in this patriotic South Texas city, home 
to the Alamo, five military bases and a national cemetery, recently 
shot down a plan by the Army’s Delta Force to conduct live-fire 
training raids at several vacant civilian buildings. 

Officials reportedly cited concerns for residents’ safety and the 
need to close streets around the seven proposed take-down targets. 
These abandoned structures included a downtown building, a meat¬ 
packing plant near the stockyards, a grocery store and a school. 
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THE DRUG SCREEN MANUAL 

THE TESTS, THE TECHOLOGY, THE RISKS, THE REALITY 

by Dr. John Mrozek 

In recent years numerous employers, including all branches of the U.S. military, have jumped on the drug testing bandwagon in an effort to comply with the federal 
drug-free workplace mandate. However, although drug detection technologies have advanced rapidly, the technology has outpaced the knowledge base of the 
human beings tasked with employing it. As a result, inaccurate test results are far from uncommon. Increasingly, people have been wrongfully branded as drug 
abusers and denied employment - often without ever knowing why! This manual was written to inform and protect those required to submit to drug testing by 
presenting factual information on the types of tests used, the ways samples can be adulterated to produce false results, how test results are classified, the various 
drugs tested for (including athletic enhancement drugs) and what factors can skew results for each. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 64 pp. $15.00 
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HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT 
A Practical Guide to 
Concealed Handgun Carry 
Revised 2nd Edition 
by Trey Bloodmrth 
Now, the best resource available on how to 
comfortably, discreetly and safely exercise the 
privileges granted by a CCW permit is bigger and 
better, In addition to updated data on draw-time 
comparisons, it includes information on new 
holsters and listings for 40 more suppliers. 51/2 
x 81 /2, softcover, photos, 176 pp. $18.00 

SECRETS OF A MASTER GUNFIGHTER 
Jim Cirillo's Advanced Guide 
to Combat Shooting 
and Gunfight Survival 
with Jim Clrillo 

Jim Cirillo has survived more gunfights than 
Wyatt Earp, Bat Masterson and “Wild Biir 
Hickok combined. In this video, he reveals more 
secrets of his combat shooting methods and 
presents lifesaving tips that will Increase your 
■"chances of survival when the bullets are flying. 

- Color approx. 90 min., VHS only. $ 39.95 

THE ART OF THE RIFLE 
by Jeff Cooper 

“Riflecraft has been completely ignored since 
World War II,“ says Jeff Cooper, America’s fore¬ 
most rifle instructor. To remedy this situation, he 
took ft upon himself to set down the fine art of 
the rifle before It was lost forever. In his no- 
holds-barred style, Cooper instructs you in 
everything you need to know about shooting the 
rifle, while entertaining you with tales of marks¬ 
manship, combat and big-game hunting. 
81/2x11, hardcover, photos, 104 pp. $ 29.95 
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THK MOUliRN 

IDENTITY 

CHANGER 


WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS AS PRACTICED BY 

THEWORLO’S RICHEST PEOPLE 

What the Kuwaitis Can Teach You about Getting 

Rich - and Staying Rich 

by William Beaver 

Do the Kuwaifls have a magic formula for getting rich 
- besides striking oil? No, but they do have four easy- 
to-follow secrets that have helped them amass 
fortunes for centuries - long before oil was discovered. 
And their secrets will work for you. Guaranteed. 
51/2x81/2, softcover, photos., 128 pp. $ 16.00 

THE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE 
A Definitive Study of Personal 
Small-Arms Tactics 
by Gabriel Suarez 

Read this book and learn the combat-proven tech¬ 
niques big-city cops use to stay alive and effective 
when the bullets start flying. Maintain the tactical 
advantage in any situation by knowing how to 
search buildings for armed intruders, use cover and 
concealment, maintain proper distance intervals 
and much more, 51/2x81/2, softcover. photos, 
iilus., 216 pp. $20.00 

THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for 
Privacy and Persona! Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Finally, here is an all-new instruction book on 
how to obtain a new identity, produce supporting 
documents for It and use tt safely in today’s 
society. Leam how to get Social Security 
numbers, driver's licenses and more. For aca¬ 
demic study only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 

Ulus.. 152 pp. $ 20.00 
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EXPEDIENT HOMEMADE FIREARMS 
The 9mm Submachine Gun 
by PA. Luty 

Here is a step-by-step, illustrated guide to building 
a 9mm easily and efficiently from readily available 
materials - primarily standard, off-the-shelf sizes of 
steel tubing - without any machine tools or pro¬ 
fessional gunsmith's materials, The entire weapon 
can be assembled in about one week. For 
academic study only. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, 
iilus., 96 pp. $ 15.00 


THE ULTIMATE INTERNET TERRORIST 
How Hackers, Geeks, and Phreaks Can Ruin 
Your Trip on the Information Superhighway— 
And What You Can Do To Protect Yourself 
by Robert Merkie 

This is an owner’s manual to the •’Darkside’ of 
the Web. Read it and weep. Then do what it 
takes to save yourself from becoming roadkiil 
on the Highway to Hell. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, 152 pp $ 15.00 


GET EVEN 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hay duke 

A hilarious overview of the methods people use 
to get even with big business, government and 
enemies. These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including more 
sophisticated schemes devised by CIA and Mafia 
members and political dirty tricksters. For 
entertainment purposes only. 51/2x81/2, 
hardcover, 208 pp. $ 19.95 
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RAGNAR’S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 

Leam how to build weapons, trap anything that 
moves, drop out of the rat race, protect your 
privacy, elude the bad guys, defend yourself, 
change identities, land a job and live wel! - as 
well as a little bit about everything else that 
might be important. 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, iilus., 456 pp. $ 45.00 


The Truth about Handguns: 
Exploding the Myths, Hype, 
and Misinformation .,, $14.00 
Combat Shotgun: 

Concepts, Skills, and 
Tactics for Employing 
Shotguns in Personal 

Combat (video).$39.95 

Testing the War Weapons: Rifles 
and Light Machine Guns from 

Around the World.$40.00 

Get Even 2: 

More Dirty Tricks from the 
Master of Revenge —$19.95 
Expedient B&E.$20.00 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SWATCOM: Tactical 
Communications Manual 
for SWAT Operations .. .$18.00 
Fighting with Firearms: 

Combat Handgun, Shotgun, 
and Rifle Skills for the 
Real World (video) .... $29.95 
One-Round War: USMC Scout- 

Snipers in Vietnam_$59.95 

Portable Wealth: 

The Complete Guide to 
Precious Metals 

Investment.$12.00 

Credit Secrets: Revised and 
Updated Edition ......$15.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PALADIN PRESS ■ P.0. BOX 1307 • BOULDER, CO 80306 ■ (303) 443-7250 
FAX (303) 442-8741 ■ E-mail service@paladin-press.com 
Videotapes are nonretumable. Defective tapes will be replaced. 


Visit our Web site at www.paladin-press.com 


THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you exactly how 
to hire an ex-KGB agent, order a photo of 
anyplace on earth anytime during the last 20 
years, get an instant background check on 
anyone, open a door from 100 feet away, sub¬ 
scribe to an in-house FBI newsletter, order and 
install the latest electronic surveillance gear and 
many more tricks to trace, track, survefl and 
investigate anyone or anything, 81/2x11, soft- 
cover, photos, iilus., 448 pp. $ 44.95 


PALADIN PRESS® 

P.O. BOX 1307-8HS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


HO, 

DRUG 

TESTS 


JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 

Urinalysis is a blatant violation of human 
freedom and dignity, and now you can fight 
backl Ed Carson, who handled drug testing for a 
large U.S. military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He did it 
successfully for eight years using the exact 
methods outlined in this book. Find out how to 
preserve your life-style and keep your job. 

51/2x81/2, softcover, 48 pp. $ 12.00 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
1 -800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 

CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND $2.00 FOR 
80-PAGE CATALOG OF OVER 750 TITLES (FREE WITH ORDER). 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 
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Rob Krott 



SOF Senior Foreign Correspondent Rob 
Krott recently returned from the front lines 
near Yei, “New Sudan” where the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) contin¬ 
ues to fight for political and religious free¬ 
dom as its troops prepare for the final push 
against Sudan Government forces defend¬ 
ing nearby Juba. Juba, the regional capitol, 
is all but cut off from Khartoum. Morale 
items from SOF for the troops included 
recent magazines, and (right) some SOF 
Convention T-shirts for the poorly uni¬ 
formed troops. SOF interviewed comman¬ 
ders on the southern front. Watch for 
Krott’s upcoming story in SOF. 



“There are all kinds of horror stories about these kinds of oper¬ 
ations,” Mayor Howard Peak said in a 5 May front-page story in the 
San Antonio Express-News. “There are too many opportunities for 
this to go wrong.” 

A 14 April memorandum, signed by Police Chief A1 Philippus 
and City Attorney Frank Garza, recounted a meeting with Delta rep¬ 
resentatives. According to the newspaper’s follow-up story on 6 May, 
“The City of San Antonio memorandum ... [cited] a lengthy story in 
the February 1997 edition of Soldier Of Fortune magazine ... ” (In 
that feature article, “Sneaking and Piquing,” National Affairs Editor 
Jim Pate described firsthand Delta’s heliborne training op in 
Houston, and recounted some residents’ scares from unannounced 
exercises in New Orleans, Miami, Des Plaines, Ill., and Pittsburgh.) 

The San Antonio exercise reportedly called for a nighttime inser¬ 
tion, via SpecOps helicopters, of about 100 Delta operators onto the 
buildings. Explosives would open entryways, and targets inside 
would be engaged with small arms. (Delta’s SOP for counterterror¬ 
ism/hostage-rescue training requires an advance team to fortify 
buildings to contain gunfire.) A hasty exfil by helicopters and/or 
vehicles presumably would have followed. 

But in laying the groundwork for this Texas op, the secretive 


Delta apparently stepped on a few cowboy boots. The police chief 
complained that Delta representatives contacted “various communi¬ 
ty leaders” and asked them to pressure him. According to the 
Express-News, “The chief also said Delta Force complicated mat¬ 
ters by trying to make lease agreements and other deals for use of 
private property without first checking with the Police Department 
to determine impacts on public safety.” 

Mayor Peak was quoted as saying: “These folks [Delta] evident¬ 
ly operate outside of the normal process. We have heard stories that 
when damage is done they show up with a suitcase full of cash.” 

— Marty Kufus 


Alaska Voters Take Note: 

The present governor of Alaska is an anti-gun Democrat. 
Recently, his veto of a “shall-issue” permit-to-carry-concealed bill 
was overridden by a wide majority. He can be defeated. Colonel 
Wayne Anthony Ross, an Anchorage attorney, is seeking the 
Republican nomination for this race. A former NRA vice-presi- 

Continued on page 12 


FIVE STAR FITNESS - AUTHENTIC MILITARY PT 


Ace the NAVY SEAL PET! 

Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 
12 Weeks to BUD/S Workout. Guaranteed! 




1 - 800 - 906-1234 

Send Check or N|/0 to: Hathe-rleigh Co., 11141st Aire,, Sle. 500, NY, NY 10021 


Whether you want to be a 
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one...you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running; upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUD/S. 

It really works! 

Call Now! 


ALSO AVAILABLE 



Bvri.s 


The Official 
Training Hoot 
of the 
US Navy 
SEALS 


If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It’s the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12,13,14,15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 


CALI 1-800-906-1234 


www. g etf i t n ow. co m 
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NOW YOU CAN OWN... 
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us 


from 


VIDEO 


Mature sutyctli matter. Contains adult language and n,JL!iLy. Must be 18 years or older 10 purchase, parental dfeuAiferi .^.advised. 


EIDER NOW 


Mail Check or "Fall Line Entertainment, 
Money Order to; P.O. Box 150 Hollywood CA 9007 


Please Indicate order quantity below, (allow 4-6 weeks tor delivery): 

_BANNED FROM TELEVISION 

only $19.95 each plus $6.95 shipping and handling 

_BANNED FROM TELEVISION II 

only $19.95 each plus $6.95 shipping and handling 

_ BANNED FROM TELEVISION III 

only $19.95 each plus $6.95 shipping and handling 

_Send me ail 3 videos for only $49.85 plus $8.95 

shipping and handling 

CA (8.25%) residents add sales tax. My check is enclosed for $_ 

Charge my: DVISA® □MASTERCARD® 

□ discover® Damex® 


ADDRESS 



CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

CARD NO. 



SIGNATURE 




visit us at www.bannedfromtv.com 

















PANTHER PRODUCTIONS 

“SINCE 1982 THE WORLD’S LEADING PRODUCER OF HIGH DUALITY MARTIAL 


NAVY SEAL TEAM ~ 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBA 
' AND WEAPONS TRAINING 

JW' STARRING NAVY SEAL FRANK CUCCI 

★ FORMER SEAL TEAM MEMBER (10 YEARS) 

★ CURRENT SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT INSTRUCTOR 
jj^^Bb. * CERTIFIED JEET KUNE DO AND FILIPINO MARTIAL ARTS 
P , INSTRUCTOR UNDER DAN INOSANTO 

> ★ SEAL TEAM SMALL ARMS INSTRUCTOR 

\ ★ STATIC LINE JUMPMASTER (800 JUMPS) 

1 PROFICIENCY IN URBAN WARFARE COUNTER 

J r.BI v , *>■ TERRORIST OPERATIONS 

0 ★ PROFICIENCY IN JUNGLE WARFARE OPERATIONS 

' £» \ ★ PROFICIENCY IN DEMOLITION AND EXPLOSIVES 

■ft, „ ★ PROFICIENCY IN COMBAT DIVING OPERATIONS 

Ptk JlML J Wf ★ AWARDED THE JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION 
B :)' MEDAL FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE WHILE 

TFtjBUff FIBi r ENGAGED IN COMBAT OPERATIONS DURING 
■’f ^Bf\b. Jy' OPERATION “JUST CAUSE,” PANAMA 1989 

★ OWNER AND DIRECTOR OF THE FUNCTIONAL 
| DEFENSIVE CONCEPTS ACADEMY OF MARTIAL 

f ARTS IN VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 






AMERICA’S 
ELITE NAVY 
SEAL TEAM 


DEFENSE 


LEARN FROM 
NAVY SEAL 
FRANK CUCCI 
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MARTIAL ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS 

ARTS TRAINING VIDEOS FEATURING THE WORLD’S GREATEST MASTERS 


AUTHENTIC RUSSIAN 



COMBAT* SAMBO 

ULTIMATE GRAPPLING AND HAND-TOMND COMBAT TECHNIQUES ! 

1. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 1 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING ■ TOTAL BODY WORKOUT ROUTINE 

This valuable tape teaches you the complete fitness routine used by the World’s toughest SAMBO 
fighters. Each exercise is designed to build ultimate’speed, power, agility, flexibility, reflexes, 
strength, balance, coordination, stamina and more. Get in fighting shape by ordering today! COMPLETELY 


LIMITED OFFER 

ANY 4 PANTHER 
VIDEOS ONLY 
$99.00! 


DOMINATE AND 
DESTROY YOUR 
ATTACKER! 



STARRING SAMBO 
MASTER TONY LOPEZ 


NEW SERIES! 
FROM PANTHER 


#SAMB0-1 .....ONLY $39.95 

2. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 2 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - BLOCKING AND STRIKING TECHNIQUES 

You will learn the lethal hand and foot strikes of SAMBO in conjunction with it’s 
unique blocking techniques which are taught standing and when on the ground. 

Greatly increase your self-defense knowledge by ordering today! 

#SAMB0-2.ONLY $39.95 

3. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 3 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - LEG , ANKLE, AND FOOT LOCKS 

When you master this tape, you are almost certain to never lose a street fight. Shows 
how to quickly go for the legs to apply excruciating joint locks. Also teaches the secret 
escapes and counter from these locks. 

#SAMB0-3.ONLY $39.95 

4. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 4 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - ARMBAR AND WRIST LOCKS 

Master Lopez shows numerous armbar and wrist lock techniques designed to control and 
destroy your opponent. You will learn how to easily sucker your attacker into an armbar for 

quick victory, regardless of his size. Tape also teaches the secret escape and counters to these armbar and wrist techniques. 

#SAMB0-4. ONLY $39.95 

5. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 5 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - LEG LOCK AND ARM LOCK FIGHTING COMBINATIONS 

This is it! In this outstanding video, Master Tony Lopez shows how to combine the leg lock techniques on Tape 3 with the arm locks on Tape 
4 to create the most destructive grappling combinations ever witnessed. Learn how to completely dominate and control your opponent as 
you learn to move from leg locks to arm locks and arm locks to leg locks with blinding speed. Video also features many advanced techniques 
not shown on Tapes 3 & 4. A must for all Martial Artists who seek the winning edge in a street fight or competition! 

#SAMB0-5........ ONLY $39,955. 

6. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 6 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - CHOKES, HEADLOCKS, AND NECK CRANKS 

Easily take out the biggest and most aggressive opponent with these lethal SAMBO techniques. Shows how to quickly move inside your 
opponents attack to finish him with a choke, headlock, or neck crank. Also shows the secret escapes from these deadly techniques. 

7. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 7 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - THROWS , SWEEPS, AND TAKEDOWNS 

Instantly send your attacker to the ground with the sensational throws, sweeps, and take down techniques Russian SAMBO is famous for. 
Regardless of how or what direction your opponent attacks from, he can be taken to the ground with the techniques and strategy presented 
on this tape. Also shows the secret counter moves and escapes against these techniques. 

#SAMB0-7......ONLY $39.95 

t 8. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 8 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - STREET SELF-DEFENSE 

This dynamic tape shows how combat SAMBO is used to defend and counter against the most common street attacks including; punches 
kicks, label holds, collar and wrist grabs, bear hugs, head locks, full nelson, ground fighting, a nd more. Also shows how to d isarm a gun 
knife, or club wielding attacker. This video is a must for all Martial Artists! 

#SAMB0-8.....ONLY$39.95 . 

9. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 9 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - STREET FIGHTING DIRTY TRICKS 

i A nasty tape that shows how to win a life or death street fight. The secret COMBAT^SAMBO tech 
niques shown in this video are the deadliest of the deadly when it comes to street survival. 

#SAMB0-9.ONLY $39.95 

TO L COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 10 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - DEFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 

This exceptional grappling tape shows how to own the ground. Includes never before seen techniques 
i designed to defeat the best wrestlers, JUDO, and Brazilian fighters! Teaches how to defend, escape, counter, 

/and apply reversals against your opponents attacks. Includes techniques for quickly defeating the Brazilian 
Guard and much more. #SAMBO-10..............ONLY $39.95 

11. COMBATk SAMBO VOLUME 11 — ULTIMATE GRAPPLING - OFFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 

f This important video shows how to dominate your opponent on the ground with superior COMBATS 
\ SAMBO grappling techniques. It’s all here including; guard and mount positions, reversals, 

I jarmbars, leg locks, chokes, submissions, and much more.Take full control of your 

j opponent with this sensational ground fighting tape! #SAMB0-11..ONLY $39.95 

tony ★ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-332-4442 ANYTIME, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 24 HOURS A DAY^ 

LOPEZ 


LEARN 

TO 

FIGHT 

FOR 

REAL! 




LEARN THE SECRETS OF I O 
RUSSIAN COMBAT SAMBO! I = 


INACTION! 


ANY4 PANTHER VIDEOS 0NLY$99.00... YOU SAVE $60.00! 



PANTHER PRODUCTIONS *1010 Calfe Negocio*San Clemente, CA 92673 U.S.A 
1 -800-332-4442 • Outside U.s. 1-714-498-7765 
Fax 1-714-492-7533 • Web Site: www.panthervideo.com 




City: _ 


Zip: . 


_ Exp. Date: 


QTY 

PANTHER VIDEO TITLES 


















SHIPPING & HANDLING INFORMATION 

FOR SHIPPING, USE A STREET ADDRESS, NOT A PO BOX. ALL SALES 
ARE FINAL. VIDEO TAPES ARE NON-RETURNABLE. ABSOLUTELY NO 
REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES ALLOWED. DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE 
REPLACED WITH SAME TITLE ONLY. *U.S. and Canada $6.00 first 
tape, $4.00 for each additional tape. Outside U.S. & Canada Double 
all Shipping & Handling charges. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

SUB-TOTAL 


CALIFORNIA ADD 7.75% TAX 


SHIPPING & HANDLING* 


TOTAL ENCLOSED *7 





























Bulletin Board 


Moses: Funny Girl is "Hanoi Jane" of Second 
Amendment 


Continued from page 8 


dent, Ross is a strong supporter of gun- and hunting-rights and is 
strongly opposed to excessive and discriminatory taxation and 
regulation of non-Alaskans hunting and fishing in Alaska. Guided 
hunting and fishing is a major industry in Alaska, and a matter of 
serious concern to large numbers of non-Alaskan big-game 
hunters and fishermen. 

If anti-gunners prevail in a major hunting state such as Alaska, 
our Second Amendment rights are safe nowhere. The Western Fish 
and Wildlife Federation, the same PAC that mobilized to defeat 
Initiative 676 in Washington state last November, is getting involved 
to support Ross, independent of the official Ross campaign com¬ 
mittee. WFWF got a lot of bang for the buck in Washington State, 
but they obviously need the bucks to work with — radio air time is 
not free. 

You can help with your non-deductible contribution to: 

Western Fish and Wildlife Federation, 
c/o Omega Group, Ltd., 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., 

Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303 


California Voters Take Note: 

Former Representative “B-l” Bob Doman is running in the 
Republican primary to regain his seat in the 45th Congressional 
District, which he lost by a hair-breadth to liberal Democrat Loretta 
Sanchez in a widely criticized election. A strong proponent of indi¬ 
vidual liberties such as gun-ownership and conservative causes such 
as national defense, Doman deserves — and needs — your support. 
Voters in the 45th Congressional District should contact their local 
Republican headquarters. 


Upon viewing the made-for-TV movie The Long Island Incident , 
produced by Barbara Streisand, veteran actor and NRA Vice- 
President Charlton Heston characterized Streisand as the “ ‘Hanoi 
Jane’ of the Second Amendment.” Apparently missing the allegory, 
the film’s producer, Joe Sargent, replied that “to do a comparison 
with Jane Fonda is solely meant to inflame an issue that has nothing 
whatsoever to do with Jane Fonda or the Vietnam War.” Heston said 
the film misrepresented the NRA and the Second Amendment. 


"One Less Gun, One More Life" 

Is the theme of a typically bogus, feel-good anti-gun effort afoot 
in the San Francisco Bay area, pushed in large part by local saw¬ 
bones. The premise is that by destroying one gun, one life is saved. 
The abysmal illogic of this is illustrated by the fact that there are 
230,000,000 guns in this country. If one gun costs one life — just 
where the hell is that mouldering pile of 230,000,000 bodies? 

“We need to inspire a cultural shift,” said Kaiser Permanente 
physician Pat Salber, founder of “Physicians for a Violence Free 
Society.” Noted Bill Scheeler, San Francisco General’s Chief of 
Surgery, “Firearm injuries are like any epidemic and we have to trace 
the cause — which in this case is the lead bullet — and address it.” 

Well, let us go on record as abhorring unnecessary violence, and 
deaths from any cause. But address this, Doc: In 1995, more people 
died from deadly infections that they received while under medical 
care, than from “guns,” maybe we should legislate that doctors spend 
their time washing their hands instead of dabbling in social engi¬ 
neering. In 1995, almost twice as many people died of medical mis¬ 
adventures than did by firearms accidents, maybe we should start a 
“one less doctor, two more lives” campaign. Or, since more people 
were killed in some years by falling in the bathtub than died of 
firearms, maybe we should ... oh well, you get the idea ... ^ 



First the P-11 Pistol. Now the SUB-9 Rifle 


The SUB-9 is a semi-automatic rifle for 
the 9 mm Luger cartridge. By changing 
the grip assembly the SUB-9 will accept 
most double column high capacity 
handgun magazines. 

By rotating the barrel the SUB-9 can 
instantly be reduced to a size of 16 x 7 
inches .The reapplication of the barrel 
to shooting position can be achieved in 
less than a second. 


The P-11 is a semi-automatic, locked 
breech pistol in 9 mm Luger. Double 
Action Chiy, it is still the smallest and 
lightest full capacity 9 mm ever made. 

Many accessories are now available: 
Belt clip, Tritium sights, trigger shoe, grip 
and magazine extensions. 


KEL-TEC CNC INC 
POBGX 3427 
COCOA FL 32924-3427 


Phone 407-631-0068 
Fax 407-631-1169 
E aimkeltec@aol.com 
Web: www.kel-tec.com 
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Exclusive SEAL Seminars! • Meet Randy Weavei 
• New & Improved firepower Demo! 

Free “Cold Steel” Knife Fighting Classes and 

Much More! i^sw 


S tudies 


Soldier Of Fortune 


THE 19th ANNUAL 


SANDS EXPO CENTER 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
SEPTEMBER 24-27, 1998 










Do not let this happen to YOU!!! NEW FOR 98 

You mustn’t get caught — 

“Naked, Stripped Of All That I Had! Totally 
Vulnerable Everything Was Hanging Out 

I had over 300 street-fights in 20 years. After seeing 15 minutes of his Lethal System 
I realized how stupid I was in the past and how close I came to death. I felt naked! 


Y ou feel that naked, when after 20 years of street¬ 
fighting plus Judo, Karate and Kung-Fu have 
failed to show you the truth. Let me tell you 
buddy, when you have a little age on your butt and there 
are four Gang-Bangers shoving you around and making 
rude gestures at your wife, you want to act. Look, I didn’t 
care about getting pushed but if they touched my wife I 
was in the game. Only this is no game. There’s four 
scumbags with weapons moving all around me. I can 
take one out with a kick. But by the time my foot comes 
down, two of them will stab me in the back. If I body- 
tackle the biggest and grapple him down to choke him 
out, the other 3 will just kick my head off. Or the guy 
with the gun will shoot my knee-cap off and I will be 
helpless as they rape my wife. 

Wake Up! Street-Fighting Skills 
Aren’t Enough!!! 

You better wake up out there, this is the real world. 
Not even my street-fighting told me how to handle this. I 
was lucky they weren’t out for blood. They just wanted 
to intimidate me. I was damn angry. Not at what hap¬ 
pened. Hell, my ego wasn’t the deal. Staying alive was! I 
just realized that I spent $5,000-7,000 hard-earned dollars 
(not to mention the years) to learn what only works in a 
ring or a cage with referees and men that think they can 
street-fight. Yeah, they pick up a chair or use a broken 
bottle or knife but they never really know what they’re 
doing. Look, let’s just stop here, if you’ve read this far 
you’re probably one Tough SOB like me, if you’re not, 
stop reading this information. It’s not for the weak-willed 
who have to get drunk to get up the guts to have a slap 
fight. It’s for you real men that want to know the TRUTH 
about lethal fighting skills. I knew that after 5 minutes of 
watching Jerry Peterson’s lethal SCARS® system he was 
nothing short of revolutionary. He’ll change your mind 
about power and fear. I don’t know if you believe in a 
God but Jerry must be talking to him. There’s just no 
other answer to how he solves complex fighting prob¬ 
lems. Jerry says, “It’s in the math but it doesn’t hurt to 
have God on your side.” Don’t make the mistake I did in 
’93, the first time I read about this system, “Thinking 
how could it be true?” 

This Guy Is “Nothing But Hype” 
Wrong , the documentation is there. The government 
backs it up. He’s taught, developed and standardized 
combat schools for the SEALS and other Special 
Operations Forces not just in the US but also with NATO 
groups. 

Ask Yourself, “Can I Handle The Truth?” 
If You Can, Then Here Is Real Credibility. 

Jerry Peterson’s SCARS was demonstrated on a 
secure military base, in true combat fashion, to no less 
than the US Secretary of Defense, the leading 4 Star 
General, plus the Secretary of the Navy and powerful 
Congressional Leaders. They all watched in total amaze¬ 
ment as the SEAL’S executed fighting skills never before 
seen, absolutely flawless on every combat action they 
took using guns, knives, full gear, single and multi-fight¬ 
ing and most impressively their bare hands. SCARS 


never failed them and it will never fail YOU!!! 

If That Doesn’t 
Blow Your Mind This Will 

You can bet your life on this man’s credibility, 

30,000 other professional men have. You can’t waste one 
more day learning a sport system that has counters to 
every move. With SCARS you’re undefeatable! Look, 
do you think Jerry could have achieved his renown credi¬ 
bility if the secret SCARS science of lethal combat could 
be countered. Absolutely not! The fact is, Jerry Peterson 
is the one civilian in the history of the USA to have 
accomplished such professional credibility. I challenge 
you to find one individual that has ever gotten their fight¬ 
ing system to be reviewed by such powerful leaders at 
the same time. Of course, to make it more unfair, also get 
the official stamp of approval for implementing their sys¬ 
tem as required training for the US military. Want to 
check this out? Here is just one of the official course 
numbers K-431-0096, check it out with the Navy. I did, 
boy was I impressed when they gave me the list of what 
this guy has done. It only took me six months. Damned 
bureaucratic red tape! 

Want More Credibility? 

Jerry Peterson’s SCARS project is the only system 
ever to pass all the combat requirements of the United 
States Defense Department. Then to go one better he 
raised that standard and personally trained the elite Navy 
SEALS, some made it, some didn’t. But those that did 
today hold the coveted SCARS/CFC qualification of sub¬ 
ject matter experts in the field of hand-to-hand and hand- 
to-weapon combat. By the way, this qualification 
becomes part of their official military records. In fact, 
there would be no experts if Jerry Peterson did not 
license the SCARS-Combat Fighting Course to the 
Navy. Are you getting the picture? Don’t wait as I did. 
Don’t be fooled by the follower’s... 

You Know The ‘Little Men’ 

Ever since 1993, self-proclaimed military ‘gurus’ 
and some street-fighters have been following Jerry mak¬ 
ing clever claims, if you read between the lines there’s 
nothing but ambiguous claims and self-given titles. Have 
you noticed nobody produces any official paperwork? 
Hey, just ask those ‘little men’ that talk big about what 
they’ve actually done. Yep, he can talk the talk. Hell, he 
should, he’s listened to real combat soldiers stories for 
years, but he just never quite got there himself. Hey 
Lew? Truth is a bitch! Frank how was that war in 
Panama, waiting at the air strip is really scary. Oh! Glad 
to see TRS is back with the fighter-of-the-month club. 
Hey, what happened to the other 5 or so “one-of-a-kind” 
“never can be beaten” fighters who all had similar 
stories? OOPS! 

Jerry Peterson Is Absolutely For Real 

This is what you’ll find out. Don’t wait. Let go of the 
past and learn the science of Lethal Combat. This is the 
first and only original Navy SEAL System. YOUR LIFE 
WILL DEPEND ON IT! Sorry, I’m jumping ahead let 
me explain why the martial arts can’t and won’t get the 
official documentation. First the system has to be univer¬ 
sal to all men. This means that 100 men go in. One-hun¬ 
dred men come out 100% efficient in all aspects of CQB 
(close quarters battle). To prove that the government must 


test, and test SCARS they did, for over five years in real 
field conditions, on all terrains, including water with real 
weapons and in real conflicts. I’m not going to get into all 
the government testing, that will take forever. Plus there 
are some we can’t talk about But in all those years 
SCARS never failed EVER!! And that's why it’s still the 
standard. 

In Fact SCARS Set “New Standards”... 

for hand to hand, knife fighting, rifle combat, and 
much more. SCARS is also taking the Law Enforcement 
community by storm. The summer Olympics Special 
Security team was required to take our IQS-1 Series just 
to qualify to get on the team and YOU can have that same 
knowledge and training. This is your once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to become undefeatable (with or without a 
weapon) with the SCARS Professional Fighting System. 
Why? 

Because Your Life Is Worth Saving 

SCARS will not fail you. That’s why the US Navy 
SEAL’S, government agents and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the world are using this easily learned, but 
lethal, system to save lives. You will know it works after 
seeing Jerry’s powerful unbelievably easy to learn video 
tapes. Look, you’ll receive more knowledge in one hour 
from Jerry Peterson’s videos on fighting than two decades 
of so-called ‘Secret’ Martial Arts. Thanks to Jerry’s revo¬ 
lutionary training method of Gestalt, it won’t take you 
years, months, weeks, or days, in just a few short hours of 
watching you will easily handle any bad guy that comes 
your way!!! I can’t tell you the ‘god-like’ power you get 
from the truth of this system! 

I’m Telling You SCARS Is So Easy And So 
Devastating, It’s ‘Embarrassing’. 

You will resist at first. You will say bullsh-t! Then you 
start recalling your real fights on the street. Punches and 
kicks you have done. You try what-if-ing everything he 
says. Why? Because he is stripping you of the lies you 
based your manhood on, he is telling you and showing the 
cold logic of the fight, ripping apart the lie of defensive 
action and replacing it with brutal science of combat. Be 
prepared, it’s brutal. The foundation of SCARS is solely 
mathematical, it follows that the results are absolute, and 
not emotionally motivated. To a layman it will seem to be 
quite brutal. However this is pure science of human move¬ 
ment for the purpose of protecting your life. Since it is 
science, every move in every lesson seamlessly adapts to 
all modem and ancient weapons. You never waste time 
learning useless punching and kicking or grappling moves 
that DON’T work with weapons. Wrth Jerry’s system you 
can take the weapon out and you’re still a lethal fighter. 
SEALS using SCARS have never been beaten. Now is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get Jerry’s— 

Free Special Report To Receive The Same 
Knowledge As The Most Feared Men On 
Earth Navy SEALS! Just Call 

1 - 800 - 827-1239 

24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 
report International, call 602-437-3143 
Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find 
out how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 

Copyright 1998 Direct Action Corporation 
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Kniues From, and For, the Trenches 

Modem knives vary from objets d' art to pure tools. Proper hard- 
use knives are found toward the tool end of the spectrum, as they are 
meant to seriously alter the form of a workpiece. Some of the 
strongest and most practical such hard-use knives come from the 
Eight Dollar Mountain Foundry, in Selma, OR, where bladesmith 
Dale Sandberg turns out a line of husky aluminum-handled blades 
as serviceable as you’re likely to find anywhere. The blades are 
made from 3/16” sawblade steel and blued; the handles are cast over 



the tang and wrapped with paracord, and have a steel endcap for 
pounding. They come with a heavy leather scabbard. 

Sandberg offers 10 blade styles from 7-1/2” to 12” long, and sev¬ 
eral variations in grip style and dimension. The “trenchknife” D- 
handles really come into their own on the large choppers, particu¬ 
larly when chopping among the sharp ends of already-cut brush. 

If you work with hard-use knives, check these out: They’re good 
tools made by some fine folks at Eight Dollar Mountain Foundry, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 325, Selma, OR 97230; phone: 541-597-4821. 


KCB 77 M9 Bayonet 

A. Eickhom GmbH of Sol ingen, Germany, has been in the qual¬ 
ity cutlery business for more than 130 years. I bought my first 
Eickhom knife as a GI in Germany 35 years ago, and it proved the 
classic saying that “you never regret having bought top quality.” 
One of their current specialties is a complete line of replace- 
ment/after-market bayonets for modem military arms, and mili¬ 
tary/police knives. 

Flagship of this inventory is the new KCB 77 M9 Bayonet made 
for the M16 family of rifles, and others that share the M16 bayonet 
mounting scheme. Eickhom’s is a thoroughly well-thought-out 
design, exhibiting the very best in modem materials and manufac¬ 
turing technique. Their M9 strikes a very good compromise between 
what might-be/can-be incorporated in such a tool, and which fea- 
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tures should be incorporated, because they 
will prove useful 

Eickhorn may not be the first, for 
instance, to include a wire-cutting feature in 
the bayonet/scabbard combination, but in a 
blinding flash of Teutonic thoroughness 
they have done it best: In the ’Mexican 
Army, the NCOIC would say, “Smith, touch 
that wire with a blade of grass to see if its 
hot, before you cut it.” In the Bundeswehr 


the NCOIC would say, “Wiedemann: 
Before the wire you cut, the wire test with 
the voltage-potential indicator on the KCB 
77 M9 bayonet.” 

An insulated (and adjustable for optimal 
cutting force) wire-cutter plus a 70-400V 
voltage-potential indicator light, of course, 
are not the only functional features on 
Eickhom’s M9. The back of the rugged 





blade has a unique saw pattern (cutting on 
the push stroke) that cuts wood and even 
structural aluminum very well, and a bottle- 
cap lifter is built into the hilt. It comes with 
a plastic keeper plug to protect the mounting 
slot when not on a rifle, and there is a pres¬ 
sure lubrication point for the catch itself. 

The scabbard is equipped with a square- 
bar screwdriver, a black synthetic protective 
cap for the wire-cutter assembly, a blade- 
retaining tension adjustment, a thong, and a 
standard wire web-belt attachment for the 
frog. The scabbard has a quick-release to 
remove it from the frog. There is even a sap¬ 
phire sharpening strip on the back of the 
scabbard, and the bayonet and scabbard are 
NBC- and fungus-resistant to MilSpec. The 
scabbard and bayonet handles are of an 
olive-colored synthetic. Machining is pre¬ 
cise, and steel parts are finished flat black, 
in what appears to be oxide-over-phosphate. 

The KCB 77 M9 Bayonet is gear that’s 
good to go as a bayonet or fighting knife: 
The other sophisticated features represent a 
bonus of useful tools that do not compro¬ 
mise the primary functions in any way. 

The M9 bayonet is available from 
United Cutlery Brands, Attn: David Hall, 
Dept. SOF, 1425 United Blvd., Sevierville, 
TN 37876; phone: 423-428-2532; fax: 423- 
428-2267. Or, from Eickhom-Solingen, 
Attn: Jorg Eickhorn, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
12 02 49,42677 Solingen, Germany; phone: 
011-49-212-66050; fax: 011-49-212-67437; 
e-mail: EICKSOL@AOL.COM 



The World of Justice takes you around the wo 
to see criminals being punished! From the Middle East 
and Africa, to South America, Asia and North America. 

• See a thief get his hands and feet chopped off! 

• See Chinese drug smugglers get shot in the back of their head! 

• See an African tribal conflict where a warrior is disemboweled! 

• See decapitated political prisoners from Central America! 

• See the former Pennsylvania State Treasurer, in a shocking 
indictment of the American Justice System, commit suicide! 

• See much more in 57 minutes of shockingly real footage! 

Opinions from some of our viewers: 

"The most shocking videos have ever seen." 

"I could not watch this video anymore after the first 4 \ 

Only $39.95 + $7.95 shipping & handling 


minutes. 


American Express, Discover Card, MasterCard & Visa Card Welcome 


WARNING: extremely graphic and vioient FOOTAGE! Not suitable for anyone under 18. Most people cannot watch every minute of this video. 


leroejusfke.coi 





















GT Knives Folder 

Reaching through the mangled cab of 
his pickup, you have one hand fumbling 
for a carotid pressure point while the 
other hand alternately gropes with his seat 
belt and holds the knife you are trying to 
open with your teeth. As your dentures 
skitter across the freeway, you mentally 
design the tough, smooth, one-hand-open¬ 
ing, serrated blade knife that would have 
by now had the fellow free, in a neck col- 

Good News: 
That knife is here, 
and tough and 
smooth are not 
mutually exclu¬ 
sive terms when 
describing GT 
Knives’ new fold¬ 
er. We have not 
seen a better carry 
folder for an 
EMT, firefighter 
or cop. Or a 
smoother or more 
positive automatic 
opener. The 3- 
5/8” ATS-34 
stainless blade 
comes part serrat¬ 
ed and razor sharp 
to make quick 
work of belts, 
webbing, rope, 
leather or other 
impediments to a 
rescuer. The blade 
is hollow ground 
and has a slightly 
dropped point. It 
is a bill 1/8” thick, 
and mounts solid¬ 
ly into body 
scales machined 
from 6061 T6 air¬ 
craft aluminum. 
The scales are 
precisely checkered for a secure wet grip, 
and have a Type III hard-anodize finished. 
They are held together firmly by inletted 
socket-head cap screws, and feature a dis¬ 
creetly hidden lanyard hole. The button lock 
(or blade release on the police version) is 
brass and the thumbstuds are stainless. 

The fact that this tool is entirely fabri¬ 
cated from metal is advantageous when it 
comes to sterilizing it between uses. The 
belt clip can be mounted on either end of the 
knife, as dictated by your work patterns. 
The ergonomics and overall design are 
superb. The craftsmanship is as good as it 
gets: This is the sort of implement you’d be 
tempted to put in a time capsule to show 
future generations what good work some of 
us did back in the 20th Century. 

Made by GT Knives, Dept. SOF, 7734 
Arjons Drive, San Diego, CA 92126; phone 
619-530-8766; fax: 619-530-8798; or, check 
out their web site: www.gtknivcs.com ^ 


lar and on the gurney. 




ADCO ... always setting new standards in the firearms Industry: 

ADCO SALES INC. 

4 Draper Street, Woburn, MA 01801 
(781)935-1799 FAX:(781)935-1011 
984 www.adcosales.com 


NobelSport is a trademark of NobelSport, inc. Marketed in North America by ADCO Sales Inc. 


ADCO 


Now that ADCO is bringing in SP-2 Powder from 
NobelSport, you too will be able to try what’s sure 
to become the NEW STANDARD. 


SP-2 is known for low pressures and high 
velocities. AND SP-2 BURNS CLEAN. How clean? 
You’ll probably double or even triple the life of 
your gun parts when you use SP-2. You’ll also 
enjoy the very competitive prices! 


ADCO is offering a full line of VECTAN Powders 
by NobelSport. Try them. You’ll get used to it. 


MPI 

Titanium 


7 


An Allen Elishewitz Design 

- ULTIMATE FOLDING KNIFE 

Made In U.S.A. 


Non Magnetic 
Durable 
Light Weight 
High Strength 

Corrosion Resistant Tel: 714-951-3879, Fax: 714-598-0258 


MISSION KNIVES & TOOLS, Inc. 

22971 Triton Way, #C, Laguna Hills, CA. 92653 
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Titanium Tripods And Full-Auto Accessories 



M achine-gun tripods. To me, they are every bit as interesting 
as the guns they were designed to support. While some 
manually operated machine guns, such as the Gatling could 
be mounted on tripods, most of these types were attached to car¬ 
riages, similar to those used for light artillery pieces. However, the 
first fully automatic machine guns, both those of Hiram Maxim and 
John M. Browning, were designed to be mounted on tripods. These 
early tripods were oriented with two 
legs to the front and a single leg to 
the rear with a seat for the gunner. 

Comfortable as they may have been 
to shoot from, these seats were 
eventually abandoned when it was 
determined that those perched upon 
them were very high-profile targets 
indeed. Even without the seat, 
tripods continued to be oriented 
with the single leg to the rear until 
World War II. By that time it 
became obvious that if the orienta¬ 
tion was reversed, the gunner could 
lie down in the prone position 


between the two rear legs and thus minimize his exposure from 
behind even meager cover and concealment. Subsequent to World 
War II almost all machine-gun tripods were designed to be oriented 
in this latter manner. 

For the last several decades the tripod has lost ground, as many 
modem general-purpose machine guns (GPMGs) are fired mostly 
from the bipod to accommodate the concept of fire and manuever. 

Tripods have most often been rele¬ 
gated to fixed firing positions in 
the defensive role. In recent years 
there have been several serious 
attempts to lighten tripods to the 
extent required by today's fast- 
moving assault troops. 

There are basically two types of 


Israeli FN MAG 58 tripod, con¬ 
structed mostly of titanium and 
aluminum. Note telescoping front 
leg. Tripod would never be 
deployed in combat with the legs 
in this position. 
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EAGLE SPIRIT 

Night Weapon Sight 


DOUBLE EAGLE 

Military-Style Goggle 

»( incai for Nighttime Navigation 
♦Hands-Free Operation; J-lcacLstrap , 
Included 

■ Stereoscopic Vision Provides 
Depth Perception 
Low As $1^5 


♦Perfect for Hunting Nocturnal 
Varmints 

♦Weaver Adapter Included 
♦Adjustable Elevation and 
Windage 

♦As Low As $995 


STRIKE EAGLE 

Day/Night Weapon Aimer 

♦Daylight, Red-Dot Aiming 
♦Weaver Adapter Included 
♦Night Vision Laser Aiming to 
1,000 Meters 

♦Shown with Optional 3X Lens 
♦As Low As $1,695 


AMERICAN EAGLE 

The “Original" Pocketscope 

; ♦Excellent for Surveillance and 
Photography 

♦Hand-Held/Camera Adaptable 
♦Lens Options Allow Long & 
Short Range Photos & Video 
♦As Low As 1,295 


> 

&& 1 


PO BOX 400, FOGELSYTLLE, PA 18051-0400 


(610) 391-9105 e-mail: xcalibur@ptdprolog.net FAX (610) 391-9220 


WORLD’S LARGEST STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR OF LITTON AND OTHER HIGH QUALITY NIGHT VISION SYSTEMS 
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COMPLETE GIFT* T< > 

COMPACT 

IIANDGIXS 


THE 

WORLD 

OF 

COMBAT 

SNIPING 


THE WORLD’S SKIPING 
_ RIFLES mk 


Get 

this 

book 




with membership 


The Story 
and Photographs 

KilhotneV. Mien, and 
j. Mk.h»d M*** 


$14.95x 0471+ 


PUNCA3VTONG 


$17.95x 4085 
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FACTORIES 


0737 S22.95X 0562 $22.95 1032 $18.95x 1305 $12.95x 0539+ $17.95x 0372+ $21.95 1164+ $21.95 0166+ $25.00 0992 $17.95x 


7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: i . Joining is easy. Start with Streetsweepers 
FREE and 3 more books for 98$. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when 
membership is confirmed. 2, Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you're not happy with 
your 3 books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be can¬ 
celed; you’ll owe nothing. Streetsweepers is yours to keep. 3. Save up to 40% off publish¬ 
ers’ hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 more books at our regular low 
Club prices during your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 
4. Extra bonus! Take a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce your 
membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A REE Club Magazine comes to you up to 17 
times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book Selections plus dozens of alternate books. 
Some are exclusive Club editions you won’t find anywhere else. Every book we offer is a 
high-quality, full-text edition, sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. Look for up to 
2 special issues a year with super selections and more discounts. 6. Ordering is risk-free. 
Featured Book Selections are sent to you automatically. To cancel—or order other books— 
simply mail in your Member Reply Form or contact our Web site by the marked date. 
Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where applicable) is added to each order. You’ll 
always have 10 days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late and unwanted books 
arrive, please return them at our expense. 7. Easy ordering. As a member, you can also 
order books via our Web site: www.MilitaryBookClub.com 
Prices shown are for publishers’ hardcover editions. 

Club hardcover editions save you up to 40%. 

Prices shown were current at press time. B-358 


x Special edition exclusively for Club members + Softcover 



MAIL TO: The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
P.O. Box 6357 

_ Indianapolis. IN 46206-6357 

j www.MilitaryBookClub.com 

! YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the risk-free 
I membership plan described in this ad. Send me Streetsweepers FREE, plus the 3 
■ BOOKS I’ve indicated. Bill me just 98$, plus shipping and handling. 


| Mr./Mrs. 

■ Miss/Ms. _ 


Please write book^ 
numbers here: If you 
already own the FREE 
book offered, you may 
choose a different one. 
Simply cross out the 
book #0976 and write 
in the number of the 
book you prefer. 


SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book . 

(write book number) 

now and reduce my commitment to 

3 books. Bill me an added $4.99, plus 1 

shipping and handling. 
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tripod mounts traditionally used by the 
infantry. So-called “hard” mounts usu¬ 
ally consist of the tripod and a cradle 
which fits into the tripod’s pintle and 
permits both coarse and fine elevation 
and traverse adjustments without any 
other attributes. The very first 
Browning and Maxim machine guns 
mentioned above were fired off mounts 
of this type. 

So-called “soft” (or “flex”) cradle 
systems were first used in substantial 
quantities by the Germans in World 
War II on the tripods designed for the 
MG34 and subsequently the MG42 
GPMGs. Most often incorporating a 
spring and/or hydraulic buffer system, 
soft mounts are designed to absorb a substantial amount of the recoil 
impulse generated during burst fire. If the tripod is properly sand¬ 
bagged, this will reduce the size of the group of trajectories formed 
by a single burst, and called the cone of fire by machine gunners. In 
turn, this will diminish the size of the beaten zone, which is the ellip¬ 
tical pattern formed by the cone of fire as it strikes the ground. By 
this means, the accuracy potential and hit probability at longer 
ranges are enhanced. The gun’s components are also subject to less 
mechanical stress. To a considerable degree, soft mounts overcome 
the lightweight GPMG’s disadvantages as a long-range, sustained- 
fire support weapon. 

The USMC deploys the M240G (their version of the FN MAG 
58) almost exclusively from a tripod. To that end they developed a 
new lightweight version of the Ml22 tripod (nothing more or less 
than the M2 tripod used with .30 caliber Browning air-cooled 
machine guns during World War II and the Korean War — the 
nomenclature was changed to Ml22 when a new pintle system was 
adopted for the M60 GPMG). Onto this is placed the LTM-M122 


flex mount — a lightened version of 
the FN soft mount used with the 
M240E1 machine gun mounted on the 
Marine Corps’ LAV. 

However, an even more fascinating 
attempt at a really lightweight tripod is 
the Israeli FN MAG 58 tripod. This tri¬ 
pod has an interesting evolution. It’s 
first development was in the form of 
an all-steel hard mount designed by 
Fabrique Nationale in the 1950s for 
the .30 caliber air-cooled Browning 
machine guns used by the Belgian 
infantry during this time frame. The 
next stage in its development was in 
the form of FN’s first tripod (a spring- 
loaded soft mount) for the FN MAG 
58 GPMG, both of which were used by the Israeli armed forces. 

The end result was the Israeli-made version of this tripod. With 
the exception of the traversing bar with its scale and the traversing- 
bar frontpiece, the traversing-bar lock, the rear gun retaining pin 
and chain, the two buffer springs, and some cotter pins, the entire 
tripod, including the curved and toothed elevation bars, is made of 
titanium and aluminum alloys. The weight of this tripod, complete 
with the soft mount and traversing and elevation (T&E) systems is 
only 25 pounds. This is only 1 pound more than the gun itself (23.9 
pounds) and 2 pounds more than the FN version, as the Israeli 
model features a very desirable telescoping front leg. For the sake 
of comparison, the US M1917A1 tripod, complete with cradle, 
weighs 53.2 pounds and the all-steel version of the US M2/M122 
weighs 19 pounds, complete with pintle and T&E mechanism. Both 
of these are hard mounts. The FN/Israeli FN MAG 58 GPMG tripod 
is, of course, a soft mount, far more versatile and provides the gun 
with a more stable firing platform than the M2/M122 tripod series. 

As I spent a great deal of time in graduate school studying the 



Kent Lomont’s bracket permits use of the now more 
common .30-caliber ammo cans without the latching 
mechanism on the M1917A1 tripod. 



The Steyr “Jeff Cooper” Scout rifle system 
marks the beginning of a new era in firearms excellence. 

Caktmlin .308 Win., the Scout features a special receiver for scope forward mounting 
and a 19’’ cold hammer-forged barrel that renders hair-splitting accuracy. A specialty designed 2.3xLeupold 
delivers maximum eye relief and instantaneous sighting. The Scout’s advanced synthetic stock features a built-in bipod and an 






For a tree color brochure on Step firearms unite BSI Inc, Dept SOS, P.0. Dm 129, Trussville, AL 351T2 or call 1-888-BO STM 


i,coni' 







physics of wind-blown sand, I must question 
the use of titanium and aluminum, especial¬ 
ly in the elevation mechanism of this tripod, 
in desert environments. However, it’s a truly 
unique piece of equipment and specimens in 
very good condition are available from 
SARCO, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 323 Union Street, 
P.O. Box 98, Stirling, NJ 07980; phone: 
908-647-3800) for $365 including an adap¬ 
tor to accommodate .30 caliber Browning 
machine guns. With slight modification of 
the adaptor block, you can also mount a 
Vickers on this tripod. 

Ammo Can Brackets 

Ammunition boxes for the original 
water-cooled M1917 caliber .30-06 
Browning machine gun (BMG) were merely 
set on the ground on the left side of the gun. 
After World War I a number of important 
changes were made to this machine gun. The 
receiver was reinforced, the water jacket end 
cap was strengthened, and most important of 
all, the method of fastening the water jacket 
to the trunnion block was improved. The 
designation was changed at that time to 
M1917A1 and in this form, one of the 
world’s classic machine guns fought on 
through World War II and The Korean War. 

The tripod was also modified at this 
time. Among other changes, a bracket was 
attached to the left side of the cradle to 
accept ammunition boxes. The fust box 
developed for this purpose was made of 
wood with tongue-and-groove construction, 
a leather handle and steel hardware. The 
rear of this early box is beveled at the bot¬ 
tom. A steel tongue at the bottom of the 
bracket rests on the top of a groove in the 
bottom and rear of the box. Slots, cut into 
each side of the box at the rear, slide over 
the protruding edges of the cradle’s bracket 
on each side. These early boxes were made 
of oak and painted olive drab. 

This wood box was subsequently simpli¬ 
fied. The leather handle was changed to 
canvas and the bottom bevel was deleted to 
result in a completely rectangular box. The 
material remains oak-painted olive drab. 
Unfortunately, wooden caliber .30-06 
ammunition boxes in either form are, by 
now, quite rare. They were replaced with 
steel sheet-metal chests sometime during 
World War II. Furthermore, it remains a 
stated maxim of ground pounders that any¬ 
thing that can be burned to keep them 
warm, will be. 

Most of the steel ammo chests were 
manufactured by United and embossed with 
their logo, a flaming ordnance bomb and 
“CAL .30 Ml BOX” with “Al” ink- 
stamped to the right of “Ml”. The center of 
the tripod’s ammo-box bracket is cut out 
and these steel chests were designed to lock 
into this cutout. At the rear end of the chest, 
an L-shaped protrusion hooks behind the 
top edge of the cutout. A spring-loaded, L- 
shaped lever toward the bottom of the rear 
end of the chest latches behind the bottom 

Continued on page 72 




OREGON CITY, OREGON • 1-800-800-7427 OR VISIT OUR website: www.benchmade.com 


HELD TO A HIGHER STANDARD. 


BENCHHADE 


Presenting iSie new Benchmade #6. Like all our knives, it's emirely lacfeliithe UISX;: 
And while we’re certainly proud of that tan, it's more about precision than patriotism. 
Quite simply, we’ve learned that nobody crafts with the same accuracy or cares quite as 
much as we do. Contract for parts, and you live with compromises. Contrast the sleek, 
compact 350 design. We laser-cut the blade because we can do it more precisely than 
anyone else. We heat treat the ATS-34 steel blade because no one else 
can achieve the same hardness and edge toughness. Even 
screws we once bought, we now machine our¬ 
selves to meet our obsessive stan¬ 
dards, Control freaks? Maybe. 
But just enjoy your 
new knife. 


THAT 


WE’VE ADAPTED MEL PARDUE’S 
LEGENDARY LAW ENFORCEMENT KNIFE FOR 
GENERAL USE WITH AN EASY ONE-HAND OPENING 
THUMB STUD. THE 350 IS A SMALL, PRECISE MARVEL 
WEIGHS ONLY TWO OUNCES AND FOLDS TO JUST 4.1 INCHES. 
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UNITED STATES 

New 01C Weapon: Army selects Alliant Techsystems design for new 
Objective Individual Combat Weapon. Weapon combines 5.56mm 
rifle and 20mm grenade launcher; one trigger fires either. Weapon 
replaces M-203 grenade launcher (and Ml 6 it’s bolted to), as well as 
some other Ml 6s and M4 carbines. • Two-war Strategy: Pentagon 
insists “two-war strategy” is viable, assuming second war starts 45 
days after first Pentagon says countries that want to take advantage 
of U.S. being busy elsewhere would need 45 days to put its own 
forces on war footing. Critics argue two nations could conspire to 
launch simultaneous attacks. • Air Trouble: Air Force had only 75% 
of F-16s flyable in 1997, compared to 90% in 1982. Disrepair results 
from diversion of funds and spare parts to support air operations in 
Persian Gulf and Bosnia. • Poor Skills: Troops in Bosnia and 
Macedonia suffer skills deficit upon return to normal duty, due to lack 
of opportunity to keep up with basic warfighting skills. Infantry unit 
in Macedonia returned and failed basic Bradley proficiency test. • 
Land Mines: UNICEF and OAU announce plan to eliminate land mines 
from Africa. 









v ' ignores chain of command, firing 24 nuclear weapons i 
A ‘ cities, killing 7 million immediately, and 12 million more 


7 


Nuke Threat High: Report from leftist American group Physicians for 
Social Responsibility states nuclear-war threat greater than during Cold 
War. Report warns of problems inside Russian military, growing com¬ 
plexity of computer controls and their tendency to fail, ability of terror¬ 
ists to obtain weapons, and growing number of countries with nuclear 
arms. Report cites scenario in which Russian submarine captain 

into eight U.S. 
more during follow¬ 
ing month. • KGB Comeback: KGB, broken up into six agencies in 
1991, slowly being rebuilt, says Jane's Intelligence Review . The 2nd 
Chief Directorate (counter-intelligence) absorbed the political security 
division (5th Chief Directorate) in 1992, becoming Security Ministry 
(renamed Federal Counter-Intelligence Service in 1994 and Federal 
Security Service in 1995). In 1998, Federal Security Service absorbed 
Border Guards, and plans to absorb signals intelligence branch (8th 
Chief Directorate) in 1999. 
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SOMALIA 

U.N. suspends aid operations due to security problems. 
Rahanwein Resistance Army threatens attack on Baidoa 
if other factions hold peace conference. • Three top 
warlords hold talks in Nairobi about unifying city 
administration of Mogadishu, reaching agreement to 
reopen seaport and airport 


fCk 


UGANDA 

Government kills 32 LRA rebels. LRA ready for peace 
talks, but insists on open venue with media attention. 


COLOMBIA 

Bird Watching: FARC rebels release three American birdwatchers after 
radio stations broadcast political statement. Samper authorizes peace 
talks with rebels, who control more than half the country. Marine General 
Charles Wilhelm, commander-in-chief of Southern Command, calls 
Colombia most serious threat to U.S. Military in Latin America. Colombia 
rejects statements by Wilhelm that military incapable of defeating rebels. 



KENYA 

Civil War? Country on verge of civil war, 
say human-rights groups, because it has 
taken no action to stop waves of politi¬ 
cally motivated violence in Rift Valley. 
Government clearly condones attack on 
Kikuyu tribe, which has traditionally 
opposed government. 


CUBA 

Intelligence Oversight: Miami Herald reports Russians had 100 tac¬ 
tical nuclear weapons in Cuba to defeat any U.S. invasion, which U.S. 
intelligence never discovered. Weapons were removed in 1962. • 
Government forces only American Catholic priest in Cuba to leave. • 
Coast Guard sends seven Cuban boat people back to Cuba. • Twelve 
Cuban political prisoners released to Canada; Exile groups in U.S. 
welcome release of prisoners, condemn corresponding relaxation of 
some U.S. sanctions by Clinton. 


IRAN 

Soviet Nukes: Iran obtains four nuclear weapons 
I from Soviet republic in early 1990s, reports 
!' Jerusalem Post Newspaper reports Iran paid $25 


3 


million for two of the weapons. Post cites Iranian 



documents and conversations obtained by Israeli 
| intelligence in which the acquisition and mainte¬ 
nance of weapons have been discussed. • Missiles: 
Israel reports Iran, with Russian help, nearly fin¬ 
ished with engine for Shihab-3 missile and could 
test-fire next year. Russia claims to have blocked 
attempts by Iranian companies to obtain missile 
components and technology from Russian state 
companies. 
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CHINA 

Government sentences democracy 
activist Wang Tingjin to labor camp as 
punishment for meeting with exiled dissi¬ 
dent Wang Bingzhang • Government to 
transfer 50,000 military officers to civilian 
work this year. • Christian bishops for¬ 
bidden travel to Vatican for conference. 



SOUTH AFRICA 

New Command: Guerrilla commander 
Lieutenant General Siphiwe Nyanda, trained 
by East Germans and Soviets, becomes new 
head of South African Armed Forces. • 
France and U.K. agree to provide South 
Africa with anti-submarine training. • Work 
continues on anti-mercenary laws, including 
provision to arrest former Zairean generals 
plotting to overthrow Kabila’s Democratic 
Congo regime • ANC votes to fight efforts to 
rescind blanket amnesty given leaders by 
Truth Commission. 



ZIMBABWE 

Students riot after government privatizes 
campus services. Labor unions launch 
strikes and demonstrations to protest low 
standard of living and general incompe¬ 
tence of Mugabe government. 



A 
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SIERRA LEONE 

Thousands Starve: Fighting continues in east. 
U.N. reports thousands starving from disrup¬ 
tion of road network, while hospitals in 
Freetown report hundreds of victims of muti¬ 
lation and atrocity. President Kabbah places all 
troops, including local self-defense militias, 
under command of Nigerian peacekeepers. 
Scandal erupts over charges British diplomat 
Peter Penfold, while ambassador to Sierra 
Leone, had sold weapons to anti-junta troops 
and actively stage-managed the counter-coup. 
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ISRAEL 

Water War: Water underlies Middle East political and military conflict. 
Israel cannot survive without ground water from West Bank and Golan. 
Palestinians complaint they cannot revive economy under water restric¬ 
tions. Forty percent of West Bank villages have running water. Israelis 
get 70 gallons a day; Palestinians get 13. Netanyahu insists water must 
remain under Israeli control. 


* 




MEXICO 

U.S. Trains Mexico: Four peasants killed by 
black-clad militiamen in Chiapas. Human- 
rights groups accuse U.S. of supporting 
Mexican government against insurgencies. 
U.S. admits providing training to Mexican 
military well before insurgencies began and 
would continue on an ongoing basis. 


BOSNIA 

Building An Army: U.S. and other Western 
states help Bosnian Federation build modern 
army, with organization based on needs of 
Federation as a whole. • U.S. Army selects 
1st Cavalry Division as next to go to Bosnia. 
Division headquarters and one brigade to be 
sent. Equipment will not be shipped to 
Bosnia; 1st Cavalry to take over vehicles and 
heavy gear of 1st Armored Division troops. 
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CAMBODIA 

Hill 200: Government forces, aided by mass 
defections from the Khmer Rouge, advanced 
into Anlong Veng, ultimately taking last heavily 
fortified position, Hill 200. Ta Mok believed to 
have 2,000 fighters still with him, and 1,600 
other fighters have joined the Royalists at 
O’Smach. 


PAKISTAN 

Nuke Missiles: North Korea, not China, 
underwriting Pakistan missile testing, states 
report in Jane's Missiles and Rockets. Large- 
scale monitoring of North Korean military 
flights, Jane's reports, reveal three-fold 
increase in flights outside Korea since 
January 1998. Flights consist mostly of 
transport aircraft carrying North Korean tech¬ 
nical experts. Sources suspect new Pakistani 
missile capable to carry nuclear, chemical or 
high-explosive warheads. 


* 


World Sitrep Is compiled in part from the biweekly I 

newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by 
Tiger Publications (P.O. Box 8759, Dept. SOF, 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-8759); subscriptions are $70 
per year (26 issues), $74.38 in Texas. Sample issue 
available for $3. Those interested in world inte! are 
encouraged to subscribe. 





















































T he ANZAC (Australia New Zealand Allied Command) 
Squadron steamed for Sydney, Australia for “Rest and 
Recreation,” and where I hoped to get paid back for all those 
watches I’d stood for “married Johns” back in Pearl. 

But in Sydney, both the “married Johns” and Captain Bode, our 
CO, had other ideas. As soon as the U.SS. Chicago was moored to 
a buoy in the main channel of Sydney Harbor, near Garden Island, 
Capt. Bode set a modified Condition Three. We expected it would 
be liberty for all hands except for a token force on board to keep a 
boiler on the line and the quarterdeck manned. Instead, we were 
ordered to keep half the anti-aircraft battery manned and only 
allowed shore liberty by watch sections. 

We didn’t understand it. We were 1,500 miles from any known 
Japanese forces. All the other ANZAC Squadron ships had gone 
“cold iron” and everybody went ashore. 

Lieutenant Junior Grade Jim Phelan, an Annapolis classmate, 
and I were sitting in the wardroom of the Chicago having a cup of 
coffee when the general quarters sounded. I dashed for the ladder to 
the bridge with Jim right behind me. I got as far as the communica¬ 
tion deck when the code room door burst open and Lieutenant 
Commander Mechlenburg, the head duty officer, flew out. 

All three of us, Phelan, Mechlenburg and I, saw it at the same 
time when one of our searchlights pierced the ink-black night. 

The water in the harbor was dead calm, like a pool of oil, when 
the loom of the light caught the conning tower of a Japanese midget 
submarine not more than 100 yards away. The sub’s hatch was open 
and a Japanese officer was peering through a pair of binoculars. 

On the wing of the communication, deck was one of the 1.1-inch 
guns that had been installed back in Pearl Harbor. I jumped into the 
trainer’s seat and Mechlenburg hurled himself into the pointer’s seat. 

“Where’s the trigger on this thing?” he yelled. I wanted to shout, 
“Let Phelan take over!” but Mechlenburg was very senior to me so 
I instead yelled “Let*s switch!” which we did. 

The “missing” trigger of t^e 1.1-incher was in the pointer’s foot 
pedal so as soon as Mechlenburg trained the gun on the small sub’s 


The U.S.S. Chicago,CA-29, 1942. Due to a Japanese miscalcula¬ 
tion in assuming the American cruiser was underway, the H.M.S. 
Kuttabul became their target. 

conning tower and I had the cross hairs half-way between the open 
hatch and the water, I depressed the foot pedal. Almost as soon as 
Mechlenburg and I began firing, the two 5-inch guns aft of the 
Chicago's well deck opened up but the range was so close that the 
5-incher couldn’t depress enough and the rounds overshot and ric¬ 
ocheted across the harbor. 

I thought that several of our 1.1-inch rounds had hit the target — 
before all four barrels had ceased firing due to the gun’s total mal¬ 
function. When the smoke cleared, the submarine had dived. I don’t 
know who was the aft AA director that threw the searchlight on the 
sub but whoever it was probably saved at least two heavy cruisers 
and maybe a destroyer or two, because there were four midget sub¬ 
marines in Sydney Harbor that night, each carrying two full-size 
torpedoes. Chicago's firing had alerted the harbor defenses. 

Captain Bode returned to the ship much-exercised over the fact 
that his ship had opened fire while moored in the center of Sydney 
Harbor. He had been ashore having diner with Admiral Muirhead- 
Gould, RN, the Sydney Naval District’s Commander. When back 
aboard the first thing Capt. Bode did to form up all the watch offi¬ 
cers on the bridge and deliver a stem lecture inundated with hints of 
courts-martial for opening fire in a friendly port. 

His back toward the bow. Captain Bode failed to take note of 
broad white wake on our starboard side, just yards from us. While 
we pointed and shouted the unimpressed Bode snorted, “Probably a 
motor-launch wake.” His back was still towards the bow as a mas¬ 
sive explosion rocked a vessel some distance away. “Now see what 
you have done. You’ve gotten the shore batteries to open up!” But 
with doubt seeping in he said, “Mechlenburg, Take my gig. Go 
ashore. Present my compliments to Admiral Muirhead-Gould and 

Continued on page 72 
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It’s just hands-down the most brutallv-effective (yet simple to master) system ever revealed to civilians! 


Vicious Russian “Top Secret” Spec Op 
Military Fighting System Finally Revealed 
By Defiant “Underdog” U.S. Businessman! 


This exciting news is going to blow the 
lid off the “self-defense” industry. Due to 
some unbelievably complex (international) 
breakthroughs... 

I Now Have Videotape Of 
Russian Spec Op Unarmed 
Combat Secrets 
The U.S. Military Spent 
Millions Trying To Steatl 

And the U.S. military still doesn't have 
these amazing fighting secrets! You cannot 
find a qualified teacher of these vicious hand- 
to-hand fighting secrets ANYWHERE in 
the United States... not in the military 
Special Forces, not in the FBI or CIA 
Virginia compounds, not in any of the high- 
tech “foreign experiment” dojos around 
“Area 51” in Nevada (the most secret military 
installation in the world). This stuffis hands- 
down the best-kept secret among “insiders” 
in the world of serious combat. 

But I found him — the ONLY former- 
Russian Special Forces “super-soldier” 
willing to reveal the fighting techniques that 
made Soviet elite soldiers the most feared 
fighters on the planet. Navy SEALS, 
DELIA soldiers, Rangers... they're tough 
guys, but even they admit they NEVER want 
to have to face anyone trained in the brutal 
killing arts of SPETSNAZ. (SPETSNAZ 
is Russian for “Special Forces”, but the 
organization is actually more elite than even 
our SEALS — only one out of3,000 Soviet 
spec op soldiers ever reaches this level... and 
NO ONE but these “elite-of-the-elite” 
soldiers in Russia ever gets this advanced 
training! Ninety-six percent of the Soviet 
military doesn't even know these secret 
killing arts exist — due to intensive 
government coverups! Even the more- 
famous KGB agents — Russia's version of 
the Nazi Gestapo — are terrified of 
SPETSNAZ operatives and their skills.) 

The guy I found is named Vladimir 
Vasiliev . and I had to travel to Toronto, 
Canada to see him — he won't come see me 
here in the States. (Let's just say he's a litde 
“cautious”, due to his reputation and escape 
from Soviet Russia.) Finding this former 
Russian “super-soldier” meant risking my ass 
with some serious international intrigue. 
Fortunately, I still have several “deep contacts” 
intheU.S.militaryspecialforces... and when 
Vladimir finally decided to “go public” in a 
big way, he sent word to me through a Ranger 
veteran in northern Idaho. 


And let me tell you, this is the most 
important “find” in all my years of working 
with world-class fighting arts. (I've been 
swamped with calls from cops, U.S. special 
forces soldiers, federal agents and street 
fighters about this tape... even though it's not 
for sale yet — word has slipped out among 
the insiders already .) You see, Vladimir wasn't 
just a Spec Op soldier... no... Vladimir was 
so “high up” he taught this astonishing 
Russian fighting system to other 
SPETSNAZ agents (and was, in fact, one 
of their “specialized” trainers)... and then 
led them in the most chilling and dangerous 
missions I've ever been briefed on (all still 
classified Top Secret by the Soviet Army)! 
(My Ranger contact, who did two frontline 
tours in Vietnam, was equally blown away 
listening to these bloody tales.) 

Vladimir is so tight-lipped about his past 
it took me 6 months to get this deal 
together... but I did it. And now... because 
of these jerk-off “black baggers” harassing 
me at home... 

I Have To Move Fast To Make 
Sure These Amazing Combat 
Secrets Are Available 
(And Stair Available) To 
Civilians like You! 

What I’m doing is not illegal... but you 
know my little company has been stopped 
before by “high up” interference despite being 
in the rig ht. (These “higher ups” want to keep 
this information only for cops and soldiers, 
and out of the hands of civilians like you and 
me. Last year we held 3 exciting “hands on” 
gun-and-fighting workshops hosted by 
veteran Navy SEALS and former DELTA 
officers... and these workshops were stopped 
by mysterious, powerful interference!) Now, 
dammit, I love this country... but sometimes 
a man is forced to just stand up and say 
“ENOUGH!” I don't care what anyone says 
— the Cold War is over, and if these “top 
secret” Russian hand-to-hand techniques are 
now “fair game” to be shared with you... well, 
that's what I'm gonna do. And if I’m putting 
my life in danger doing something that is 
guaranteedby the First Amendment... well... 
sometimes you gotta show a little courage to 
do the right thing. 

But... with your help... I see an EASY 
way out of this... if you act fast. 

Up to today, very few people have seen 
these tapes (or even know they exist). And, 
as soon as I can, I want to get these tapes 


into the hands of as many “civilians” as 
possible. I've ordered a limited number of 
“special” sets of these tapes prepared, and by 
next weekend, I want them all 'm the hands 
of people like you. Once this happens... 

The Cat Will Be Out Of The Bag! 

There's no law against owning these 
tapes... or selling them. The only way anyone 
can stop this deal is to stop me from getting 
them out. Once the tapes are in the hands 
of the “public” (meaning non-military people 
like you), the game is over. That's why I am 
selling these special packages at less than half 
what they're worth! 

And you don t get the “edited” version ofthe 
tapes , either — no, what I'm sending you is 
the same ^-edited version that I have in 
my own home for training. Plus . I'm 
throwing in an extra bonus video —this extra 
footage really pushes the line ” — it contains 
Russian military “dirty tricks” about fighting 
with improvised weapons. This made sure 
that SPETSNAZ soldiers were never farther 
away than their belt, jacket, wallet or even a 
simple magazine from possessing an 
amazing weapon that can defeat and disarm 
even a skilled attacker holding a gun or knife 
on them. (This is incredible information I've 
never seen before from all my years in this 
business. Even professional soldiers and cops 
are astounded at the Russians' ability to 
create weapons out of virtually nothing 
during a streetlight.) 

Plus , you get the most wild-ass guarantee 
I’ve ever offered anyone at any time — you 
can order these tapes, watch them, train with 
them... for an entire 4 months... and, if 
you're not satisfied, for any reason, just send 
‘em back for a complete refund of your entire 
“insider” price. AND... you get to keep that 
special Russian “improvised weapons” bonus 
video footage , no matter what. 

What's more... I ‘m even paying (out of 
my own pocket) for all your shipping and 
handling costs—about $16 worth of postage- 
plus. That means you get the most outrageous 
discount price available... without any risk 
at all... plus the chance to see the “unedited” 
insider tapes... of the HOTTEST fighting 
secrets videos now in existence! 

This will cost me dearly — no way am I 
going to make up my initial expense of flying 
a crew into Canada to shoot these tapes... 
not selling this huge package of stuff at 50% 
off... but it's worth it... because... I have 
dedicated my life to providing this kind of 
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important information to civilians. 

Now... I realize all this sounds like some 
weird “spy” drama you’d see on television. 
But this is how the “real world” works. Most 
men in my position would just close up shop, 
and not try to ruffle anyone’s feathers. I’m 
not like that. I love being an American, and 
it feels good to do the right thing... even if 
I’m taking an enormous risk . 

You, of course, 
risk absolutely nothing. 

But, man, are you ever going to be blown 
away by these tapes Vladimir made! If you 
value your self-defense (and the protection 
of your family and loved ones)... you have 
just discovered the easiest... yet most 
effective way to beat any attacker (of any 
size), anywhere, anytime... even if you are 
surprised, outnumbered, or bare-handed 
against a weapon! 

Here’s why everyone who’s seen it is so 
excited about this new fighting system: 
There are NO moves to memorize 
or practice — the entire system 
works by using your natural 
movements (and just “lethalizing” 
them with a few “twists”). This is 
the only system I’ve ever seen where 
you look like you’re having relaxed 
FUN kicking serious ass! 

No one has a clue how defend or 
attack this system — even the 
handful of U.S. fighting experts 
who have seen it cant find a way to 
beat it! There are no “stances”, so 
you’re never unprepared... and 
cannot be taken by surprise! 

It’s so ingeniously simple , you can 
MASTER it in the shortest time 
humanly possible! (Russian spec op 
soldiers spent minimum time in 
training — a fraction of what 
SEALS do — and yet the Russians 
quickly attained better hand-to-hand 
fighting skills!) There is NO other 
fighting art you can learn in a shorter 
time anywhere on the planet! 

You don't need to be in shape, or 
have fast reflexes, or any previous 
training at all — in fact, being 
buffed-out and having athletic 
reactions won’t help you master this 
any faster at all! (Vladimir loves 
training women, first-time fighters, 
and people you might be tempted 
to call “weak” or “small”.) In fact... 
this style is so fluid and natural that 
it easily adapts to your particular 
strengths and... 

Instantly Eliminates 
Your Weaknesses! 

You learn it fast, it’s easy to use, and yet 
even casual training in it will allow you to 
rub the noses of bigger, meaner, and more 
skilled black belt/streetfighing thugs into the 


dirt. It’s so deceptively dangerous, people will 
think you’re using magic to knock opponents 
out! Sounds like a Hollywood bullshit movie, 
doesn’t it. Well, it’s not. I checked it out — 
by hiring two expensive “investigative 
reporters” to see if all this was the truth. 
Here’s what they found: 

First, Vladimir is the “real thing.” He was 
a champion boxer and karate competitor in 
his home town of Tver (2 hours east of 
Moscow). When he reached the Army, his 
special talents as a fighter got him placed in 
officer training with SPETSNAZ. He spent 
10 years with that elite operation, running 
multiple special missions... including eleven 
deep reconnaissance and POW recoveries 
behind enemy lines (this was during the brutal 
Afghanistan War — Russia’s nightmare 
version of our Vietnam). 

On top of seeing more bloody face-to-face 
combat than any American soldier I’ve met, 
Vladimir was so skilled at these special hand- 
to-hand combat arts that he trained other 
SPETSNAZ operatives, KGB hit-men, 
Kremlin bodyguards, elite paratroopers and 
Russian big-city SWAT teams. 

But it’s WHAT he taught that’s so 
interesting. This Russian fighting system is 
like NOTHING you’ve ever seen or heard 
about before. There are very good reasons 
why the U.S. military spent mega-millions 
of dollars (and wasted the lives of good 
agents) trying to steal this amazing system. 

First, it’s just hands-down the most 
devastating fighting system anyone’s ever 
seen. (This is freely admitted by martial art 
experts in every discipline.) Second, it’s 
simple to master, and not based on strength or 
conditioning —the equivalent of handingyou 
a loaded revolver to face an unarmed attacker: 

No contest! 

Third, there’s the amazing “ shortcut ” 
learning process. Russian scientists discovered 
long ago how to quickly “download” even the 
most vicious training directly into your 
nervous system — so it’s part ofwho you are, 
not just something you’ve memorized. That 
means, in a fight, while the other guy is 
thinking about his next move, you’ve already 
made yours... and ended the fight. (This 
Russian secret of “training the nervous 
system directly” has never been fully 
understood by the U.S. military — in fact, 
Vladimir can’t even explain what he does... 
he only has the massive evidence of success to 
show that what he does works. This enrages 
American scientists — especially the ones 
connected with the Pentagon.) 

Fourth, this new system prepares you with 
physical, psychological and PSYCHIC 
training... stuff our boys haven’t even begun 
to understand. Vladimir trained with knives 
held to his back, fighting live prisoners using 
live ammo, suffering mind-game torture (like 
being stuffed in a small sewer pipe so tight he 
could barely breathe, and left there for long 
hours)... and—coupled with the devastating 


hand-to-hand skills you’re also about to learn 
— it was this training that got these soldiers 
so tough, so dangerous, and so skilled that they 
got through bloody fights victorious and safe. 

What’s more... it was GUARANTEED 
these elite Russian soldiers would never meet 
a better hand-to-hand fighter... 

Anywhere On The Planet! 

This system evolved because of Russia’s long 
history of warfare. Everybody took a shot at 
them over the last few thousand years... which 
meant Russian soldiers had to learn (fast) how 
to beat black belt Japanese Samurai... razor¬ 
swallowing Mongols under Attila the Hun... 
French savate experts... British boxers... 
Korean swordsmen... Turkish terrorists... 
German storm-troopers... and on and on. So 
they needed a system that would instantly 
adapt to any fighting style you faced... and 
instantly beat it. 

Russia didn’t have a “standing” army of 
professional soldiers until recently, either— 
so this fighting system also had to be learned 
quickly by farmers and factory workers... and 
mastered by them... so they could go into 
battle (often the next day) and win against 
superior numbers and better-armed 
professional warriors. What’s more, once 
learned, this system had to be so simple to 
remember, and so natural (using only those 
moves you do naturally, everyday, to walk, 
wash, eat, breathe, etc.) that these “farmer- 
soldiers” wouldn’t forget it, even if it was 20 
years until the next battle! 

The amazing thing is, my researchers 
discovered that civilians who learned (even 
casually) this system seemed to absorb all the 
attributes of the “super soldiers”. Here are 
just a few stories we learned: 

• One young Canadian who Vladimir 
trained for a short time is so small, and so 
“fragile” looking (5’6", 140 pounds soaking 
wet) you might mistake him for 2 , girl from 
across the street. Yet... he’s now banned 
from competition fighting because he hurt 
all his opponents too seriously! (Black 
belts don’t like to get their noses broken 
by a “boy” who doesn’t seem to actually 
have any fighting skills they can identify!) 

• Another Canadian guy named Mike 
Sapiz (5’9", maybe 160 pounds) ran afoul 
of 7 beefy bouncers in a European nightclub 
— the biggest one was a bodybuilder with 
17 inch arms and a serious attitude 
problem... but the “fight” took about 8 
seconds — Mike took the big jerk down 
and held him there, helpless, for the other 
bouncers to see, and they backed off, all 
their macho attitude suddenly gone. Mike s 
life had been threatened, and his training 
with Vladimir literally forced him to react 
in the most brutally effective way. 

• Another Canadian (James Pomerants) 
was vacationing in the Caribbean, 
minding his own business, when the guy 
at the next table pulled out a knife and 
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waved it in a womans face. No one else in 
the bar moved... but James took the knife 
away and “convinced” the wildman to 
calm down with a nerve-shattering move 
no one saw. His brief Russian System 
training just “leapt” out of him, 
automatically and savagely. 

• A 32-year-old cop arrived at a scene just 
like the Rodney King incident — this 
crack-crazed thug wasn’t fazed by pepper 
spray or nightsticks, and was terrorizing 
3 armed policemen. He stepped in and put 
the mad-dog on the ground without 
hesitation... using a simple move he had 
only recently learned from Vladimir. 
(Needless to say, those other cops are now 
among those hounding me for these new 
training videos.) 

• A Russian soldier (name withheld) had 
been parachuted behind enemy lines in 
Afghanistan, and hadn’t seen food or water 
for days. He was exhausted,\ and struggling 
with a 130-pound pack of explosives — a 
stiff breeze would have taken him down. 
Afghani mountain warriors attacked with 
Khyber swords (long, curved blades as 
sharp as razors)... no contest. The 
Afghanis are feared the world over for their 
viciousness and courage and delight in 
killing... but this time they had picked the 
wrong “easy target”. This soldier was 
trained in the Russian System, and even 
dead-tired, hampered by 130 pounds of 
metal and leather, starved and surprised... 
he disposed of the attacker in seconds. 

It's amazing, too, what happens when 
“ordinary” people train with Vladimir. 
Businessmen suddenly find themselves 
influencing people with their confidence and 
intuition... smaller guys who would never 
otherwise consider a bodyguard job suddenly 
excel at it... and... without a word said... 
suddenly no one wants to get in your way in 
the street. Its like “loading up” your body 
and your confidence with... 

Mysterious Power 
That Others Can Sense In You! 

What Vladimir does is teach your body to 
“think”... this training goes straight to your 
nervous system, and operates automatically 
whenever you re in danger! This aimt JKD 
by any measure... yet what Vladimir teaches 
is more 11 in tune”with Bruce Lees philosophy 
than any other art now practiced anywhere! 
(Stay fluid... no memorized moves... only 
use what works, regardless of tradition... 
everything Bruce Lee promised has shown 
up in this amazing new system.) 

Here are some details ofwhatyoure about 
to learn: 

• Where to find the “handles” on your 
opponent so you can lead him into your 
elbows and knees and inflict more 
immediate damage than any karate kick 
or jujitsu take-down known! 
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• How to deliver a “punch” (without ever 
forming a classic “fist”) that will do more 
devastation than hitting your opponent 
with a hammerl (You’ll look like a blur of 
motion, but in reality you’re only making 
very simple, natural movements — easily 
learned — which you can use regardless of 
your fitness level or body type!) 

• The most unique knee work you’ve ever 
seen... allowing you to dominate attackers 
without putting your drink down! 
Devastating, effective... perfect for tight 
places, or when your arms have been 
trapped (or, as the Russians learn, 
wounded)\ 

• How to unleash the natural “whips” in 
your body to take out even attackers who 
have advanced, high-end athletic quick 
reactions! (They can be twice as fast as 
you and still not be able to defend 
themselves from the brain-numbing 
blows you deliver!) 

• How to use your belly to deflect formal 
and street-level strikes — even if you’ve 
got a large gut! (You’ve never seen a 
fighting art that allows you to be so out of 
shape, and still deadly!) 

• Special “one-strike” fight-enders 
especially developed by the Russians to 
be used when you are exhausted, drained 
of energy, even wounded! (You only want 
to know this vicious stuff for when your 
life is in danger!The, games are over...) 

• New target areas you never knew existed that 
will instantly leave your attacker numb and 
useless! (A simple “tap”... and he’s limp?) 

• How to multiply the power behind your 
blows—a simple technique that can turn 
a mild slap into the most savage strike 
youve ever delivered! 

• How to use your elbow to take out bulky, 
larger opponents... especially street¬ 
fighting boxers ! (Not like any karate elbow 
work you’ve ever seen!) 

• How to take out multiple opponents with 
the Russian version of the “bitch slap” — 
an unbelievably deadly strike that 
“multiplies” itself... perfect for taking out 
2 attackers at once! 

• The “rotating fist” that causes extreme pain 
with every “touch”! (Let your opponent 
know right NOW who he’s dealing with, 
and what he has to look forward to if he 
doesn’t run away immediately !) 

• How Russians have learned to “parlay” the 
energy oigetting hit (in a surprise attack), 
so your “reply” strike absorbs all the power 
and returns it — just like an electric 
current making a loop and burning a hole 
in the original plug! (Pro fighters have 
been searching for this secret for years?) 

• Special strikes that will let a 12-year-old 
kid shred a bodybuilder’s gridiron stomach 
like melted cheese! 

• An ingenious way to use your teeth (that 
could only come from the Russians) on 
hidden “pressure points” that will leave 
your opponent helpless\ 


• How to use special “psi” training 
techniques to quickly “recondition” your 
nervous system so you dont feel pain during 
afight! 

• How to turn the fact you’re shorter, 
smaller, fatter or weaker than your 
opponent into an advantagel 

• Where to look with your eyes during a 
confrontation—the Russians discovered 
it’s NOT a direct stare that gives you an 
advantage... almost all professional 
fighters eventually do this intuitively, and 
now you ll have the secret! 

• The incredible Russian “Trinity Shot ”— 
a rapid-fire explosion of hands and feet that 
no one can defend against! (And yet it’s 
simple to learn, completely adaptable to 
your body type and level of fitness!) 

• How to use ingenious “test kicks” to find 
out how scared your opponent is! (He may 
look confident and tough, but you’ll know 
the truth in seconds.) 

• How to become “mugger-proof” by 
learning how to easily turn unexpected 
attacks (even from behind your back) into 
instant winsl 

• How to knock someone completely off 
balance... by spitting at them! (Yes, there’s 
a trick to it, but you only need to see it once 
to understand how to use it effectively!) 

• Why the “breathing secrets” of all Oriental 
martial arts dont work in a real fight... 
and how to use your natural breathing to 
add400% more power to your every move 
in a dangerous situation! (This secret 
explains why Russian fighters laugh so 
much when they fight!) 

• How to stay relaxed (literally, loose as a 
goose) during the most dangerous 
attacks... allowing any fear to simply 
dissipate into thin air! (Quickly, you’ll learn 
how to never “feel” fear again!) 

• How to make fancy black belt kickers look 
silly by simply “tripping” them up! 

• How to take down a trained fighter with 
a 5-inch hip move (used by elite soldiers 
who have been captured and tied up)\ 

• The most devastating “finishing moves” 
you’ve ever seen — easy to learn, utterly 
final for ending afightfast! 

• The famous “Tregubetz” takedown move 
that scares the crap out of jujitsu ground 
fighters! 

• How to open his fist and remove the knife 
as if from a child! 

• The 3 “mind-game” secrets that even tiny 
Russians use to become the best 
bodyguards in the world! 

• Everything the Russians know about body 
language during a fight —secrets that will 
give you a 100% advantage over anyone 
who’s never been told these critical facts! 
(Find out who’s more scared, who’s more 
skilled, who’s going down first?) 

• Totally unknown (in the U.S.) knee strikes 
that will give you an instant advantage over 
better-skilled fighters! (. Especially in tight 
places, like a crowded bar or a narrow alley 
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or between parked cars.) 

• Filthy Russian “dirty tricks ” that will turn 
cocky black belt fighters into unconscious 
lumps ofmeat at your feet! (You wont believe 
these “one-second discussion enders” until 
you see them for yourself!) 

And lots more. In fact, IVe made sure your 
“special” set of tapes includes a Bonus section 
on “Improvised Weapons”... where you’ll 
learn: How to make a instant set of “brass 
knuckles” with a magazine and four 
quarters! (. Better than a brick or baseball bat 
for inflicting pain and damage against 
multiple attackers — includes specific “best 
targets” map for strikes.)... Howto use your 
wallet to take out a knife-wielding attacker! 
(Perfect “dirty trick” for turning tables on a 
mugger.)... How to use a credit card as a 
knife! (Inflict wounds as savage as an Afghani 
Khyber sword!). .. How to use your jacket to 
take away a knife, to strangle multiple 
opponents (astonishing technique, easy to 
master!), and to literally tie-up a conscious 
attacker so he can't get free!... 11 ways to 
use your belt more effectively than a knife 
or bat! (Plus, the Russian Army “official” way 
to use a belt to truss up an opponent so he 
can't move, can't get away... and will go 
anywhere you want him to go! Perfect info 
for taking care of attackers after you've 
subdued them!)... How to make a “noose” 
out of almost anything... to make sure your 
opponent stays down after you've put him 
on the ground! (Answers the question, 
finally, of what to do until the cops arrive!) 

Look... I could go on for another 20 
pages... but if you aren't convinced by now, 
you never will be. I wouldn't be trusting you 
with all this hot information if I didn't have 
a pretty good idea you'd be very interested. 
I've done all I can to bring these amazing 
video tapes to you. It cost a small fortune to 
fly a professional crew up there, do the 3- 
camera shoot (on top equipment), clear 
Customs with unlabeled bags , and get the 
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master-copies made. I’ve slashed the price 
to 50% of what everyone else will pay (plus 
arranged for your to get a longer guarantee 
than anyone gets), thrown in every “goodie” 
available... and I have your special set oftapes 
and manual right here in my office. 

All I need is your okay to send it out. 

Here's what you need to do now: Call my 
office at 1-800-899-8153 (Dept RC-37) and 
tell whoever answers you’re giving “clearance” 
for us to ship the special set of “Unedited 
Russian System” videos we’ve put aside for 
you. The price is $99 (that’s half of what 
everyone expected to have to pay)... but, if 
you call right away (within 11 days), I’ll even 
pay for your shipping and handling— another 
$ 16 savings. (And you’ll still get rush delivery .) 

Nevertheless, you get the SAME 
“unedited” version I have myself to train with 
at home. Later, when we go to the “general” 
public, we’ll have to sanitize the tapes quite 
a bit. (The camera crew and the sound guys 
all insisted on this version for themselves, 
too... the FIRST time I’ve ever had a request 
like that from a crew. These guys are jaded... 
but Vladimir impressed them like no one else 
they’ve ever seen!) PLUS ... you get the Bonus 
section on “Improvised Weapons”... (the 
same “insider’ knowledge the SPETSNAZ 
“super soldiers” got) — and you can KEEP 
the bonus video no matter what you decide to 
do later! (And, you have 4 months to decide! 
I’ll personally make sure you get an 
immediate refund.) 

The ONLY catch to all this is... 

You Have To Call 
Right NOWl 

Just order the tapes, keep them as long as 
you like, sample the training... and make 
your own decision. That’s what this is all about 
—the right to make your own decision about 
this kind of information. So please... call 
right now . Like I said, I’ve got a special set 
of the tapes waiting here for you. I’ve got 


people waiting for your call (use the special 
toll-free line: 1-800-899-8153.) 


Sincerely, 



Bob Pierce 


P.S. Listen — if you’d rather pay by check 
or money order, you can just fill out the 
Priority Order coupon below and mail it 
in... but still... you gotta do this TODAY , 
all right? Thanks. 

See what streetfighters, cops and 
bodyguards — and “ordinary” civilians — 
have to say: 

“Cops and bodyguards (like me) train with 
us here in Canada, and they use this system 
every day The training is exactly at ‘street level’ 
intensity, a real fighting tool for real life. I have 
disarmed crazed men threatening women with 
knives in the Caribbean, taken out 3 robbers 
with one move in Europe, and more. I KNOW 
this works in the real world. ” 

James Pomerants, 37, 

professional bodyguard 

“Even as a black belt in Kung Fu, I was still 
scared of confrontations or of getting into a 
fight. That all changed with Vladimir’s teachings 
— I’m now totally confident, and I know that 
whatever happens, I will survive. I can handle 
any kind of confrontation now. ” — Elad Saji, 
black belt instructor in Kung Fu, Toronto 

“This Russian fighting system is the best I’ve 
found — completely different from anything 
else you’ve ever seen. There are no special 
movements, like in karate — all moves are 
natural and instinctive, so it’s easy to learn. 

Igor Davidov, professional boxer, trained with 
Canadian Olympic Boxing Team 

“I’ve developed so much new confidence, 
that I now routinely fight with guys twice my 
size. This system teaches you what will work in 
a streetfight, and you can believe it because 
Vladimir has so much real-life experience to 
share!”— Barry Street, 26 

“The best system to handle multiple 
attackers you could ever study. I’ve studied 
Ju-Jitsu, Tae-Kwon-Do, Phillipino martial 
arts, you name it. ..and I plan to stick with 
what Vladimir taught me! This is the ultimate 
confidence booster. ” — Dr. Biett Jacques, 
43, Portland, Oregon (Professional Sambo 
fighter, former Army Ranger) 

“Vladimir only teaches you what he knows 
will work in real-life situations. I’ve got 20 
years of black-belt fighting experience and 
I’ve never seen anybody do what he does — 
this system is several steps higher than any 
other martial art! " — Den Brinkley, 50, Salt 
Lake City, Vietnam veteran 

“The beautiful part of Vladimir’s system is 
that your opponent is encouraged to touch 
you... and once they have, you immediately 
destroy them!” 

Rick Merrell, black belt in 
Tae-Kwon-Do 


Priority Order Form For Soldier of Fortune Readers Only! 

For The Fastest Service Use Your Credit Card And Call Toll-FREE 
1 - 800 - 899-8153 (Ask For Department RC-37) 

□ YES! Thanks for trusting me enough to put me on this special “insider’s” list — this is an 
incredible opportunity to see the most sought-after fighting system ever created... and I get to see 
it FIRST, for 50% less than everyone else will have to pay! Plus, I get an extended, 100% Money- 
Back Guarantee — for a full four months! This truly is a tremendous bargain... therefore, please 
RUSH me that special set you’ve set aside for me of tapes-plus-bonus-tape-plus-translated- 
Russian Combat Manual. Here is how I want to make my payment of just $99: 

□ I prefer to pay by credit card. Please charge my: □ Enclosed is my Check or Money Order for $99 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ American Express □Discover (Payable to Threat Response Solutions) 


Card #: 


Name:. 


Expires:. 


Signature. 


Address:. 
City:_ 


_ST:_Zip:. 


Threat Response Solutions • 606 E. Acequia, Dept. RC-37 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA&VA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for “2-Day" shipping and $15 for “Overnight" shipping. 

^ Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call (209) 732-5317 for more information. j 
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Tunnel Rats and 
Silent Rounds 

It isn’t easy to catch 
SOF asleep at the switch, 
but you goofed — twice, I 
think — in your comments 
on depleted uranium 
rounds in the May issue. Somebody didn’t 
check the comment that “DU shot was at one 
time used in silenced revolver rounds ... ” 
Nobody ever made a silenced revolver 
round. A silencer checks the gas emerging 
from the muzzle of a piece: It won’t do 
anything for a revolver, 
where the gas escaping 
from the joint between 
the barrel and cylinder 
makes a lot of noise. 

(Remember laughing at 
that scene in The Guns 
of Navarone when the 
Commando leader 


screwed a silencer onto the muzzle of his 
.380 Webley?) I was down in the Delta, so 
don’t know about tunnel clearing, but sus¬ 
pect that the DU slugs were for a reduced- 
charge round. That would be slow and 
short-range — but with a DU slug instead 
of lead, who’d care? And although it cer¬ 
tainly wouldn’t be silent, it would have 
less of a concussion effect than a standard 
cartridge. 

Oh yes ... and weren’t the “tunnel rats” 
our guys? Short, wiry people who could fit 
in a tunnel designed for Viet Cong? 

Dick Eney 

Via e-mail 

I wish you had strolled into the office 
with this letter\ so I could have suckered 
you into a bet on who buys lunch. First, 
the DU used in the silenced revolver 
rounds was as we stated, shot, not a slug. 
Second, it was a silenced revolver round. 


not a round for a silenced revolver — the 
round itself was silent. The gas was con¬ 
tained in an accordion-folded mylar bag 
that followed the shot out the barrel like a 
plastic hernia, and had to be pulled free to 
fire the next round. The bag took up space 
in the cartridge case, leaving less room for 
the projectile which would carry energy to 
the target: The solution was a much 
denser, therefore dimensionally smaller 
projectile — e.g. DU shot. The revolver, a 
modified S&W, was written about in the 
’70s. Other silenced rounds of captive-pis¬ 
ton type are patented here, and produced 
in the former USSR, and have been cov¬ 
ered in SOF (see, missing an issue could 
have cost you lunch). 

Regarding silenced revolvers per se, 
there have been many. The best is Knight's 
Armament modified Ruger, cover story for 
September 1992. Using in combination a 
synthetic sealing piston following the pro¬ 
jectile, and O-rings, the Knight's delivers 
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#1272 1 
Fighter 


Next Generation tanto #1270 & 
NEXT GENERATION FIGHTER #1272 

High performance knives and ^ 

sheaths far the 21st Century 

Sandvik 12C27 high carbon, A 

high chromium stainless steel blades 

- Heat treated to HRC 56-58 

- Deep Irozen (cryogenics) to -120°F 

- Double draw tempered 

- Passivated to inhibit corrosion 

- HoHaw ground, high pressure 
bead blamed blades, and buff 
polished edges 

Oval shaped Kraton G ? thermoplastic 
elastomer handles 
Sintered powdered metal guards 
and butt caps 

Next Generation Tanto # 1270 

Blade length 1", with 2" triple peaked 
serration, overall length 11 7/8" 

Nmt Generation Fighter #1272 

Blpdc length with 2" triple peaked 
serration, overall length 12 7/8" 

IMPROVED KYDEX SHEATHS 
INCLUDED WITH #1270 & 1272 

Knife "locks' 1r into sheath at contoured 
lip/guard [unction and is easily 
removed by slight pressure on lip 
Thick Kydex, rolled edges and 
double strut construction add 
strength and rigidity 
Easy on/off drop loop with snap and 
velcro plus molded belt slot for more 
permanent attachment 
Molded Elastollan 0 Snubber strap 

KA-SAR Knives, An Alcas Company 
Ph: irfloo-ass-tfiad fxs 716-373-6245 

Website: www.ka-bar.com 
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with Kydex sheaths 


#1270 ^ 
Tanto 
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SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 


The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter" 



Sources for ALL automatic knives! 

•Rare and scarce antiques. 

• American-Italian-German 
• High-Tech production models. 

• Exotic handcrafted customs. 



A MUST for ALL switchblade farts! 

♦Packed with FIRST-CLASS f 
♦Maintenance & repair tips 
♦Free classified ads 
♦The LATEST trends 
♦Informative articles and features^ 

Now in our SEVENTH YEAR! 



TO ORDER YOURS, send $10. for a single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

_ THE NEWSLETTER 

2269 Chestnut St., Suite 212-A 
For 24hr. information call: 415-664-2105 San Francisco, CA 94123. USA 


EFFECTIVE 

STEROID 

REPLACERS 


100%Legal, Safe, and Effective 


Leading Steroid Replacer 

Huge gains in muscle mass and strength have 
been reported from Boron users. Completely legal 
and no side effects. Gains won’t be as good as with 
steroids for most, but response is great and lifters 
are coming back for more. The extra edge. Boron. 

BORON 3 month cycle #55001 $15.95 
D.H.E.A. Now available without Prescription 
This remarkable nutrient has shown extrodinary 
results in athletes. New studies have shown that 
D.H.E.A. is an effective way to increase muscle 
mass in both men and women while providing 
additional strength, try i.T.R.'s D.H.E.A. Today. 
D.H.E.A. 90 Caps 50 mg. #55034 $19.95 

D.H.E.A. 180 Caps 50 mg. #55035 $34.95 


Build Mass and Lose Fat 

Human Growth Hormone increases lean Mass 
and decreases body fat. The ingredients of GH 
Power Formula have been proven to naturally 
increase Growth Hormone levels up to 700% in 
90 minutes. GH levels still 300% higher 8 hours 
later. Get the hard look with GH Power Formula. 
GH POWER FORMULA 90 tabs #55024 $24.95 
GH POWER FORMULA 180 tabs #55025 $44.95 
the ultimate Mass Formula 
Get big now. Combine all of the best Power 
Formulas for Ultimate gains. Boron, Dibenco- 
zide, Yohimbe, Smilax & Amino's in a huge 60 
day cycle. Guaranteed Size. Get it all with the 
Mass Formula. At a 30% savings. 

MASS FORMULA 60 day cycle #55050 $89.95 


All PRO BODY Power Formulas are 100% GUARANTEED or your money back 


FREE 

CATALOGS 


CALL 1 -800-962-4769 ask for dept. #116 
Toll free - 24 hours - 7 days 


FAST 

SHIPPING 


Send to: JTR Labs - 4069 Wedgeway Ct., Dept #116 - St. Louis, MO 63045 
For questions and local orders call 314-739-7551 


RUSH ORDER FORM 



Name (as on card). 

Address__ 

City_ 

Phone#( 

Card# 


State 


.Apt.# 

-Zip 


)- 


SEND TO: JTR Labs 

4069 Wedgeway Ct. - dept. #116 

Earth City, MO 63045 


PRODUCT 

ORDER# 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















-IMPORTANT ORDERING INFORMATION 
-Foreign orders add 25% of total in US funds 
-2nd day air add $2.00 
-Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico add $7.00 
-COD orders add $5.00 (Priority Mail) 

-Dealer inquires welcome 


SUB TOTAL 


SHIPPING 


Missouri add X .05975 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


5.00 


effective fire, in the scoped carbine ver¬ 
sion, out to 200 meters . I have seen in 
Europe a Russian Nagant revolver fitted 
with a ’20’s-era American Maxim silencer 
on a threaded bayonet-type adapter, which 
should be reasonably quiet, as the cylin¬ 
der on Russian Nagants was cammed for¬ 
ward when the revolver was cocked, for a 
more-or-less seal on the rear of the barrel. 
Although only .30 caliber, the Nagant had 
a capacious case, and on display was a 
sectioned round with oversize projectile 
and small powder charge which I assumed 
to be subsonic. Before silencers/muf¬ 
flers/suppressors became heavily taxed in 
1934, it was not uncommon to mount a 
Maxim on a revolver. Although far less 
than “silent” one .38 Colt Officer’s Model 
1 fired was audible at about half the dis¬ 
tance than without the suppressor. I 
observed one rickety .22 H&A spur trigger 
gunsmith-fitted with a factory-made-but- 
unmarked silencer that was not audible 
above traffic noise with shorts. The hassle 
of dealing with cylinder-gap noise may not 
be much more trouble than tuning loads so 
a recoil-operated autoloader will still 
cycle with the extra mass on the barrel. 

Now, if you use this arcane trivia to cuff 
a free lunch, you owe us! Tunnel rats? To us, 
that’s anybody in a tunnel! 


"What's Mine ..." 
Was Bogus 

The story “What’s 
Mine — Was His” that 
you published under the 
“I Was There” column in 
the June issue 1988 is a 
great story. 

It’s not true, unfortu¬ 
nately. 

Even worse, it was stolen. 

The story was lifted, with appropriate 
military trappings added on later, from 
Chapter 20 of the Douglas Adams book, 
So Long, and Thanks for All the Fish, 
which is the 4th book in the “Hitchhikers 
Guide to the Galaxy” series. This English 
series is a tongue-in-cheek send up of 
most every science-fiction book and 
movie ever produced. 

In Adams’ book the setting is a train sta¬ 
tion, not an airport. The characters are 
uptight Britishers, not military men. The 
Oreos are Rich Tea Biscuits. The story 
moves right along the same path and has the 
same surprise ending. 

Oh well, it was funny in your version, too. 

Good issue in June, keep up the good 
work. 

Rick Wagner 

Westerville, Ohio 

Thanks to the many readers who wrote 
to identify the prime source of this yam. We 
suspected it might be apocryphal when we 
pulled it off the internet — tales too funny to 
be true often are — thus the caveat at the 
beginning of the story. The fellow who post- 
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ed it on the ’net contacted us to tell us it had 
been told to him by a friend . Now we know 
whose funny story it is. 


Japan's Atom 
Bomb 

I would like to shed 
some light on Japan’s A- 
Bomb project. In the inter¬ 
view, General Tibbets 
refers to an atomic reactor 
in North Korea. In fact, it 
was a cyclotron! Located just north of 
Pyongyang, it was part of a complex which 
included a uranium-processing factory using 
ore from Manchuria. The complex was 
designed by Hideki Yukawa who discovered 
the Meson in 1938 (he got his Nobel Prize in 
Physics after the war!). Yakawa worked for 
Yoshio Nishina, who was one of the world’s 
foremost nuclear physicists. Nishina got 
authorization to work on Japan’s A-Bomb 
from Tojo in early 1944. 

Unfortunately for Nishina, his complex 
in North Korea was overrun by Marshal 
Kirill Meretshov’s Soviet 1st Far Eastern 
Front represented by a special spetsnaz 
detachment which took over the complex. 
All workers at the site were transported 
lock, stock and barrel to Siberia where the 
equipment and people helped produce the 
first Soviet Atomic Bomb. 

As for Japan’s plan to use the bomb, drop¬ 
ping it on a U.S. Navy fleet was discussed in 
some detail before the end of the war. 

Many Regards, 

Robert A. Clark, Military Historian 

Kirkland. Washington 



Meals, Ready To Embargo? 

I have enjoyed your mag for a very 
long time. I’m an X-Navy vet. I love my 
country but I fear my government. My 
question is: why has our government 
stopped all future sales of MEALS 
READY TO EAT to the private sector? 
Are they afraid of us? So, in closing all I 
can say about the future is, I hope the mil¬ 
itary sides with the people and not the 
government. Thank you for your time. 

Dayne A Irwin 

via e-mail 

If DoD is no longer surplussing MREs, 
Yd guess it's from fear of somebody get¬ 
ting a bad batch (they did not routinely 
sell fresh MREs), then suing the govern¬ 
ment for being poisoned. It may also be a 
humane gesture, but I doubt that. At any 
rate, brand-new MREs are available to the 
public from the same people who make 
them on government contract, so it's not a 
plot to keep people from laying by a store 
of food for uncertain times. For my money, 
though, regular “survival” food such as 
from NitroPack tastes better and lasts 
longer — and is a better buy for the 
money. Bon app6tit. ^ 
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U.S. MILITARY FIELD INSTRUMENTS. 


VIEWED IN THE 
DARK... 

(SELF-LUMINOUS) 


tr 4 

rit'* 


HACK-SANDY 490 type 1. 

MECHANICAL- 

SYNCHRON1ZES 

ANALOG 

17 JEWEL MOVEMENT 
SELF-LUMINOUS TRITIUM IN 
GLASS VIALS 
SHOCKPROOF AND 
WATERPROOF 
SWISS MOVEMENT 
PRICE: $160.00 


WRIST COMPASS, J-582. 

PHOSPHORESCENT 
LUMINOUS 
PRICE: $25.00 



QUARTZ ANALOG, 
SANDY 5903 A. 

BATTERY INCLUDED 
SELF-LUMINOUS TRITIUM IN 
GLASS VIALS 
CALENDAR 
SHOCKPROOF AND 
WATERPROOF 
SWISS MOVEMENT 
PRICE: $150.00 
PRICE: $144.00 (W/O FLAG) 


All of our products are designed by military engineers to provide maximum readability and 
durability under the most adverse conditions. Manufacturer warranty. To order, send check 
or money order, payable in U.S. funds to Elements, LTD. Please include $6.00 for shipping 
and handling per item. (Made in USA) 




ELEMENTS, LIMITED 

1075 BELLEVUE WAY N.E.. SUITE 315 • BELLEVUE. WASHINGTON 98004 
TEL: (425) 453-2188 • FAX: (425) 453-8560 
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THE TACTICAL 1911 


THE STREET COP’S AND SWAT OPERATOR’S 
GUIDE TO EMPLOYMENT AND MAINTENANCE 

byDaveLauck 

The late 1970s and 1980s saw law enforcement agency after agency switching to the then highly touted 9mm round in a variety of handgun designs, despite warnings 
from some of the most experienced street cops and SWAT operators around. Now the debate has come full circle: the .45 ACP is back in the hands of law enforcement 
professionals everywhere, and the most knowledgeable carry the venerable Colt 1911. Now that the king has returned to once again rule the street, every shooter who 
carries one needs an outstanding guide to the employment and maintenance of the big gun, and master gunsmith Dave Lauck provides just that with The Tactical 
1911 This unique book provides the reader with everything he needs to know about the 1911, including modifications, training, ammo selection, support equipment, 
-tactics, maintenance and much more. For academic study only. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 152 pp. $20.00 
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THE PHONE BOOK 

The Latest High-Tech Techniques and 
Equipment for Preventing Electronic 
Eavesdropping, Recording Phone Calls Ending 
Harassing Calls, and Stopping Toll Fraud 
by HUL Shannon 

To navigate the dangerous world of high-tech 
eavesdropping you need to get the scoop on 
cellular and mobile phones, faxes, E-mail, 
scanners, privacy laws and more. 01/2x111/2, 
softcover, photos, illus., 280 pp. $ 40.00 


FAR BEYOND DEFENSIVE TACTICS 
Advanced Concepts, Techniques, Drills, and 
Tricks for Cops on the Street 
by Loren Christensen 

This book shows how cops use proven defensive 
tactics to stay alive and uninjured, including how to 
disarm attackers, deal with drunk or drugged 
subjects, protect their guns, fend off multiple 
attackers and more. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, 208 pp. $ 25.00 


THE COMPLETE Ml OARAND 
A Guide for the Shooter and Collector 
by Jim Thompson 

A heavily illustrated, practical history for shooters 
and collectors alike, this book tells the complete 
story of the robust Ml Garand. High-quality, 
detailed photos; functional and troubleshooting 
data, including original military manuals; market in¬ 
formation and much more make this a valuable 
resource on a classic battle rifle. 81/2x11, soft- 
cover. photos, illus., 160 pp. $ 25.00 


THE ART AND SCIENCE OF 

MONEY LAUNDERING 

Inside the Commerce of the International 

Narcotics Traffickers 

by Brett F Woods 

Find out how the world's best money launderers 
evade sohisticated high-tech detection measures 
and move money freely In the electronic age. Also 
find out the latest international law enforcement 
countermeasures for stopping this Illegal flow of 
money. A must for cops, lawyers, Pis and others. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, 208 pp. $ 18.00 

RAGNAR'S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
VOLUME TWD 
by Ragnar Benson 

This follow-up to the original Action 
Encyclopedia of Practical Knowledge and 
Proven Techniques includes 40 all-new 
chapters on choosing the right weapon, 
assembling a sniper rifle, taking out tanks, 
avoiding police entrapment, doing your own 
medicine... and everything else Ragnar 
couldn’t ftt into volume one. 81/2x11, soft- 
cover, photos, 256 pp. $ 40.00 


TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT, 

AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 
by Jeff Cooper 

Combat mind-set, proper sighting, tactical 
residential architecture, nuclear war-these are 
some of the marry subjects explored by Jeff Cooper 
in this Illustrated anthology. The author discusses 
various arms, fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and one's honor, In 
our rapidly changing world. 51/2x81/2, soft- 
cover, illus., 384 pp. $ 26.00 


HOWTO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this encyclopedia of 
advanced investigative and surveillance 
techniques. Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick technology, how 
polygraphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked 
and much more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 81/2x11, softcover, 
illus., 272 pp. $ 30.00 
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DOIT 

YOURSELF 

MEDICINE 


ACQUIRING NEW ID 

How to Easily Use the Latest Computer 
Technology to Drop Out, Start Over, 
and Get On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the old “dead-baby’s birth- 
certificate" ruse to get new ID. Everyone’s on to 
that trick. What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a home com¬ 
puter. And by following the simple instructions in 
here, you can. 51/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
Illus., 152 pp. $ 20.00 

DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective 
Antitiiotfcs, Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs... Without Costly 
Doctors' Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise Instructions for securing 
and using the very latest drugs and supplies from 
animal health centers, foreign pharmacies, mail 
order suppliers, military dispensaries and other 
unusual sources. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 128 pp. $20 JOB 
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FUGITIVE 

How to Run, Hide, and Survive 
byKennAbaygo 

If you’re serious about going on the lam, this 
book may just save your life. Learn to build an 
evasion shelter, erect path guards, lose a pack of 
tracking dogs, enter the “Network" of people 
willing to assist evaders, apply natural 
camouflage and utilize primitive first aid skills. 
This unique manual exposes you to possibilities 
you never even considered. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, 96 pp. $ 12.00 

THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 

An Advanced Training Manual for Military 

and Police Snipers 

by Maj. John L Piaster, USAR (Ret) 

This highly readable and extremely valuable 
training book covers the practical, field-tested 
details of sniping’s three great skill areas - 
marksmanship, fleldcraft and tactics. Rifles, 
scopes, ballistics, target detection, stalking, 
hides, cammo, countersniplng, special ops, police 
vs. military and much more. 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, illus. 464 pp. $ 39.95 


Revenge 

Encyclopedia 


ADVANCED 

ULTIMATE „ 

m&j: 


THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge books! You’d 
have to buy more than 25 books to get all the wit 
and wisdom contained in this compilation from the 
best of Paladin's revenge books. Don’t be fooled 
by cheap Imitators that claim to know how to get 
even. Paladin is still your revenge source when 
you need to even the score with nosy neighbors, 
bungling bureaucrats, snarly clerks or other pests, 
For entertainment purposes only. 01/2x11, 
softcover, 120 pp. $ 15.00 


ADVANCED ULTIMATE SNIPER 
State-of-the-Art Tactics, Techniques, and 
Equipment for Military and Police Snipers 
with Maj. John L Plaster, USAR (Ret) 

This long-awaited sequel to The Ultimate 
Sniper reveals the cutting edge in sniping 
tactics and technology, Including night 
sniping, suppressed sniper weapons, .50- 
caliber rifles, winter sniper warfare and 
ajdwnwd sniper fieldcraft. Color, approx. 120 
"din VHS only. $ 59.95 


GUERRILLAS 


GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 
by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 
Leam every facet of the grim, violent world of 
guerrilla warfare: basic fieldcraft; mines and booby 
traps; tunnel construction and strategy; ambushes; 
urban and nxtumal tactics; interrogation, 
Indoctrination and exploitation; psyops; and more. 
For academic study only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 232 pp. $ 20.00 

BAIL ENFORCER 

The Advanced Bounty Hunter 

by Bob Burton 

America’s most successful bounty hunter reveals 
advanced details and tricks of hunting and 
capturing humans. Leam how to obtain an arrest 
contract, surveillance tips, what to wear during a 
bust, how to work with the police, hazards of the 
use of deadly force, how to avoid your own arrest, 
legal precedents of the trade and more. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 216 pp. $ 16.95 
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REVENGE & HUMOR 

The Layman's Guide to Suicide....... $ 10.00 

Care & Feeding of Tenants... - 1000 

Make My Day! ...... • ■ .. 1 9*95 

Tenant's Revenge ... .. . - 9.95 

Forgive? Forget It!.... '19*95 

Revenge Book: The Chilling Sequel.. • 10 *°° 

Politics and Dirty Tricks. . .. .. 

High-Tech Harassment: How to Get Even with Anybody, Anytime.. .19.95 

Get Even: The Video of Dirty Tricks (video) .... ...... • 14 -95 

Politics and Dirty Tricks: A Guide to Screwing Up the System . . . .14.00 

PERSONAL & FINANCIAL FREEDOM 

New I.D. in America - - —. . .. —S 17.00 

The Professional Gambler’s Handbook: Beating the System by Hook and by Crook..15.00 

Super Privacy ....... * 1500 

How to Beat the Credit Bureaus .— . ..... .. . • -12.00 

Free Stuff: How Others Get Free Money, Booze, Gasoline, and Everything ...... .14.00 

Insider Secrets to Diamond Dealing: How Real Money Is Made .............. ■ .15.00 

Secrets of International Identity Change .. -. ... .17.95 

Pawnbroker’s Handbook: How to Get Rich Buying and Selling Guns, Gold, and Other Good Stuff. .18.00 
Keep What You Own: Protect Your Money, Property, and Family from Courts, Creditors, and the IRS.. 15.00 
Scams from the Great Beyond: How to Make Easy Money Off of ESP, Astrology, UFOs, Crop Circles, 

Cattle Mutilations, Alien Abductions, Atlantis, Channeling, and Other New Age Nonsense . 20.00 

Swiss Money Secrets: How You Can Legally Hide Your Money in Switzerland .... . 15.00 

ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 

Book 11-How to Get Anything on Anybody .... —$ 35.00 

SWAT Leadership and Tactical Planning . . 18.00 

The Home Workshop Spy: Spookware for the Serious Hobbyist .....;,... .. .25.00 

Spook Book II: A Strange and Dangerous Look at Forbidden Technology.... 34.95 

SOE Secret Operations Manual .— ......... 20.00 

SpyGame .*.. • 40.00 

PI School: How to Become a Private Detective .. -14.00 

How to Make $100,000 a Year as a Private Investigator ... -19.95 


WEAPONS 

Breath of Death: The Blowgun Video... .. 29.95 

The Complete AR-15/MI 6 Sourcebook. — . —35.00 

Glock: The New Wave in Combat Handguns.... . 25.00 

Home Workshop Prototype Firearms: How to Design, Build, and Sell Your Own Small Arms .. .. 25.00 

Zips, Pipes, and Pens...... — ... .... 15.00 

Home Workshop Weaponry (video)... .29.95 

The Complete AR-15/MI 6 Sourcebook: What Every Shooter Needs to Know.. — 35.00 

The AR-15/MI 6: A Practical Guide............16.95 

AR-15/MI6 Super Systems.... .19.95 

The Ruger .22 Automatic Pistol: Standard/Mark l/Mark II Series. . 12.00 

Full-Auto Conversion of the SKS Rifle..... . 12.00 

Ragnar’s Big Book of Homemade Weapons... .. ... 25.00 

Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: Vol. II, The Handgun... , . 14.00 

Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: Vol. HI, The .22 Machine Pistol .. . 16.00 

Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: Vol. IV, The 9mm Machine Pistol. . .. .20.00 

The Gatling Gun: 19th Century Machine Gun to 21st Century Vulcan .... . 29.95 


ACTION CAREERS 

Keep 'em Alive.......$ 12.00 

Unrepentant Sinner........ 19.95 

Drug Smuggling: The Forbidden Book.. — ..... . 16.00 

Bodyguarding: A Complete Manual... . 19.95 

Executive Protection: A Professional’s Guide to Bodyguarding.. .12.00 

Dead Clients Don't Pay.. .... .12.00 

MILITARY SCIENCE 

The Gestapo and SS Manual .... . $ 25.00 

U.S. Army Special Forces Medical Handbook .................. ... 22.95 

KGB Alpha Team Training Manual... ,. 20.00 

War Story.... .. .. . 29.95 

Killing Zone: A Professional’s Guide to Preparing or Preventing Ambushes ____ . 25.00 

Shadow Wan The CIA’s Secret War in Laos ............ . 49.95 

Special Forces Operational Techniques .. 25.00 

U.S. Navy SEAL Combat Manual .... . 22.95 

The German Assault Rifle: 1935-1945 ... . —.49.95 

MIA Rescue: LRRP Manhunt in the Jungle .. ... . 29.95 

SEALs: UDT/SEAL Operations in Vietnam ... ... . 26.95 

Special Forces Close-Quarter Combat Manual . ... , 25.00 

Soldiers on Skis: A Pictorial Memoir of the 10th Mountain Division...... ... 50.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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SURVIVAL 

Advanced Fugitive ... .. S 15.00 

Survival! 17 Ways to Start a Fire without a Match and 100 Other Useful Skills ... 24.95 

Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Life .18.00 

Survival's Medicine Chest , .. — ...... . * * * 10.00 

Wilderness Wayfinding: How to Survive in the Wilderness as You Travel .............. 15.00 

Live Off the Land In the City and Country.. — ......... 29.95 

The Survival Retreat: A Total Plan for Retreat Defense .. -10.00 

Ragnar’s Ten Best Traps: And a Few Others That Are Damn Good, Too.. 10.00 

The Trapper’s Bible: Traps, Snares, and Pathguards......... . 10.00 

The Ultimate Outdoorsman (video).... 29.95 

4-Wheel Freedom: The Art of Off-Road Driving ... . 19.95 

SNIPING 

U.S. Marine Corps Scout/Sniper: World War II and Korea ..... — ... . S 39.95 

U.S. Marine Corps Sniping: FMFM1-3B.. , 14.95 

The Complete Book of U.S. Sniping.... 39.95 

S.W.A.T. Sniper: Deployment and Control .. .. ... .. . 12.00 

Sniper Training: FM 23-10 .. — 25.00 

The Long-Range War: Sniping in Vietnam.. . . 39.95 

SEAL Sniper Training Program .,.30.00 

The German Sniper 1914-1945 ...... .60.00 

KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 

Reverse-Grip Knife Fighting (video)..... $ 29.95 

Renaissance Swordsmanship: The Illustrated Use of Rapiers and Cut-and-Thrust Swords .. 25.00 

The Complete Bladesmith: Forging Your Way to Perfection.... .... 35.00 

Death from the Shadows: Techniques of Sentry Stalking and Silent Elimination (video) ... 34.95 

Practical Knife Fighting for Personal Protection: 

Volume 2, Advanced Concepts and Techniques (video) ........................ .. 35.00 

Modem Knife Combat: The Training of a Knife Fighter .. 29.95 

Knives, Knife Fighting, and Related Hassles.. — . 12.00 

SELF-DEFENSE 

Guge Gonji: Seven Primary Targets to Take Anyone Out of a Rght .. .$ 15.00 

1,001 Street Fighting Secrets. .... 39.00 

Assassin! The Deadly Art of the Cult of the Assassins.... . 16.00 

Destroy, Trap, Lock: Secrets of Umb Destruction, Trapping, and Joint Locking (video) ...... 34.95 

Real Fighting: Adrenaline Stress Conditioning through Scenario-Based Training. 19.95 

Dead or Alive: The Choice Is Yours.. 22.00 

101 Sucker Punches ....... 10.00 

COMBAT SHOOTING 

Jim Cirllio: Modern-Day Gunfighter (video) .. $ 34.95 

The Defensive Shotgun: Techniques & Tactics....... .... 12.95 

How to Become a Master Handgunnen The Mechanics of X-Count Shooting .... .. 10.00 

The Tactical Pistol: Advanced Gunfighting Concepts and Techniques. .. 25.00 

Advanced Master Handgunning .... . 10.00 

POLICE SCIENCE 

Rape Investigation Manual.. ,. . $ 50.00 

Deadly Force Encounters ...... ..... 22.00 

Death Investigator’s Handbook . . ... ..... ... 40.00 
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Clinton: "No Mo' Micro Soft" 

Clinton gets up, so to speak, no matter what scandals knock him 
down. Lesser-man Bill Gates needed advice. He begged Clinton to 
do something about Janet Reno and others at the Justice Department 
who keep him down. 

“The problem, Mr. President, is no matter what I do people think 
I’m Microsoft,” Gates said. 

“Try this!” Clinton replied, handing Gates some Viagra. 


He's A Girl! 

Feminists love Clinton for his socialist agenda, not his concern 
for women. This fact is well-established in the wake of Lewinsky, 
Jones, Willey, etc., etc. 

Clinton, in fact, may be the most sexist president in American 
history. As commander-in-chief, he should know something about 
American war heroes. 

As sexist-in-charge, however, it’s no wonder he thought the leg¬ 
endary “Candy Bomber” was a girl. 

Clinton recently introduced Gail Halvorsen, the famous 
“Rosinenbomber,” during a ceremony in Berlin marking the allied 
airlift’s 50th anniversary. Halvorsen became famous for dropping 
tiny parachutes of candy to Berlin’s children. 

Halvorsen made three candy runs over Berlin before he was 
caught by his commanding officer. 


“Basically, my boss’s boss thought it was a good idea, so we were al¬ 
lowed to continue the candy drops,” Halvorsen told reporters recently. 

Halvorsen eventually dropped about 23 tons of candy to children 
living behind barbed wire fences, becoming an American icon of 
wartime compassion. 

“She is here with us today,” Clinton said at the ceremony. “I’d 
like her to stand.” 

On that cue Mr. Halvorsen, a 77-year-old grandfather from Utah, 
stood to thundering applause. Clinton turned red. 

The same women who won’t let go of “potatoe” should be seri¬ 
ously put off by Clinton’s blunder. It’s more than a spelling mistake. 
It reflects a negative stereotype by the head of all the American mil¬ 
itary. His thinking: Boy pilots drop bombs, girl pilots drop candy. 

How can women compete in the hostile environment promoted 
by such thinking? Someone call NOW, stat. 


Clinton's A Boar 

Now that the Clinton Administration is highlighting the lingering 
problem of racism in America, there’s no better time to destroy “gun 
control” by exposing its racist roots, says Aaron Zelman, Executive 
Director of Jews for Preservation of Firearms Ownership (JPFO). 

“The people who most owe an apology to Black Americans are 
the £ gun control’ advocates,” Zelman writes. 

In a new book titled Gun Control Is Racist , JPFO boldly expos¬ 
es how the black slavery culture created American “gun control.” 


F.I.R.E. System for AR15/M16 

Fully Integrated Rifle Enhancement (F.I.R.E.) 



SLiC Mount Multiple Aperture Device (MAD) A2 Integrated Rear Iron Sight Front Flip Up Sight 

Sling and Flashlight 
Attachment 



Scout F.I.R.E. Rail 
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Manufacturer of Fine Mounting Systems and 
Professional Tactical Weapon Accessories 

3602 East 42nd Stravenue 
Tucson, Arizona 85713 
Phone: 520-748-7167 Fax: 520-748-7583 


Visit Our Web Site 
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The book argues gun-control laws arose for one purpose in 
America: to keep Black people defenseless, so they could be 
enslaved and oppressed. 

“If a gun prohibitionist refuses to address the issue, then you can 
‘tar and feather’ him or her in newspapers, magazines, talk shows, 
flyers, town meetings, and the Internet,” Zelman writes of his book. 
“You have the truth — you have the sledgehammer — have the 
courage to use it now.” 

“For years the gun prohibitionists ridiculed us peaceful, non-vio¬ 
lent gun owners. Remember? They called us racists, cultists, 
Neanderthals, macho wannabes, stupid hicks, extremists, gun nuts, 
fascists, etc. They smeared us just to discredit our views and disarm 
us. But the opposite is true — yesterday’s draft-dodgers, college 
protesters and hippies have become today’s racist pigs!” 

And Clinton’s the boar. 

To neuter him, get the book. Write to JPFO at: 2874 S. 
Wentworth Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207; Tel: (414) 769-0760; 
Fax: (414) 483-8435; E-mail: Against-Genocide@JPFO.org; or 
visit their Web site at: www.JPFO.org 


Tasty Tara 

When Clinton arrived at Birmingham, England, for the annual 
Group of Eight economic summit, he didn’t leave behind the sex 
scandals we’re told are of interest only to under-sexed, prudish, 
unsophisticated, ignorant Americans. 

Only in America, Clinton allies have assured us, does anyone 
care about the president’s sex life. 

But in England, Clinton was barraged by bad press that over¬ 
shadowed any issues on the table. 

One British newspaper cartoon featured a young woman in a 
miniskirt heading out to a party. Her father stopped her and said, 
“You’re not leaving this house, young lady, as long as that Bill 
Clinton is in town.” 

Another cartoon purports to show a diagram of the president’s 



floor at the Swallow Hotel, where he stayed during the three-day 
summit. It showed rooms assigned to “First Lady,” “Second Lady,” 
“Third Lady,” etc. Simon Jenkins of the Times of London called the 
president “a serial lecher.” 

“The world now thinks of Bill Clinton,” wrote Andrew Marr of 
London’s Independent, “as a serious sexual incontinent, a big man 
of uncontrolled urges who paws and unzips and says ‘C’mon, dar¬ 
ling’ whenever he can.” 

Birmingham selected eight citizens to serve as official greeters 
for the eight summit leaders at a reception Friday evening. 

Ironically, one of them was a Birmingham college student 
named Tara O’Connor — otherwise known as “Tasty Tara” in her 
part-time job as a topless model. 

When O’Connor’s status as a greeter was confirmed, most news¬ 
papers responded along the lines of a comment in London’s 
Guardian: “Well, it should make Bill Clinton feel welcome.” ^ 



The World of Justice takes you around the world 

to see criminals being punished! From the Middle East 
and Africa, to South America, Asia and North America. 

• See a thief get his hands and feet chopped off! 

• See Chinese drug smugglers get shot in the back of their head! 

• See an African tribal conflict where a warrior is disemboweled! 

• See decapitated political prisoners from Central America! 

• See the former Pennsylvania State Treasurer, in a shocking 
indictment of the American Justice System, commit suicide! 

• See much more 


57 minutes of shockingly real footage! 

Opinions from some of our viewers: 

"The most shocking video I have ever seen." 

"I could not watch this video anymore after the first 4 minutes. 

Only $39.95 + $7.95 shipping & handling 


American Express, Discover Card, MasterCard & Visa Card Welcome 


WARNING: extremely graphic AMD VIOLENT FOOTAGE! Not suitable for anyone under 18. Most people connot watch every minute of this video. 

!i lip: j / www.worldofextremejustice.com 1 *888*223*9873 

































ad this heist been contrived by 
| Hollywood, it would be dismissed as 
ludicrously improbable. But there are 
times when the real world can leave 
Hollywood in the dust. Not least when 
■ ■ the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTEJ — arguably the world’s most 
sophisticated and dangerous guerrillas — 
are involved. 

Unanswered questions still surround the 
Tigers’ latest coup — questions several red- 
faced governments wish to leave unan¬ 
swered — but the essentials are embarrass¬ 
ingly clear: On 23 May 1997, the freighter 
Stillus Limassul slipped out of the 
Mozambican port of Beira, laden with 
32,400 81mm mortar bombs. Filling 12 
containers, the ammo had been produced by 
the government-owned. Chinese-built 
Zimbabwe Defence Industries (ZDI), and 
shipped by train to Mozambique’s port of 
Beira. From there it was bound for 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. It was to feed the hun¬ 
gry mortar tubes of a two-division govern¬ 
ment task force fighting its way north up 
Highway A9, to open up a Main Route of 
Supply (MRS) for government forces on the 
Jaffna Peninsula. 

A LTTE-controlled mini-state, the penin¬ 
sula had been recaptured by the government 
after bitter fighting in late 1995, but it 
remains cut off by Tiger-held territory to the 
south. All resupply is thus conducted by an 
immensely expensive air and sea-bridge. 

The $3-million ammunition deal had 
been put together in February 1997, 
between ZDI’s Colonel Tshinga Dube and 
officials of the Sri Lankan Defence 
Ministry. Also involved in the production of 
the ammunition was an Israeli company to 
which ZDI had sub-contracted components 
and fuses. What is not clear is who was 
responsible for chartering the Stillus 
Limassul to carry the ammunition across the 
Indian Ocean. But probability points to ZDI 
and Col. Dube ... who may now be looking 
for a new job, because the Stillus Limassul 
never reached the port of Colombo. 

It left the island of Madagascar on 2 July 
— and then simply disappeared. First indi¬ 
cation something was very wrong came in a 
14 July fax message from the Tigers, claim¬ 
ing that “We the Tamil Tigers inform you by 
the present that on 11 July 1997 we have 
hijacked a vessel carrying arms sailing 
under the Liberian flag.” But significantly, 
the fax was sent not to the Sri Lankan gov¬ 
ernment but to the U.S. embassy in 
Colombo. It concluded, “We make known 
and warn that we will take action against all 
persons participating in the supply of mili¬ 
tary equipment used against the legitimate 
rights of the Tamil people and we will 
severely punish those concerned.” 

The embassy contacted the Ministry of 
Defence, which confirmed there had been a 
large mortar ammunition deal with ZDI. 
Only then did the truth began to sink in. The 
Stillus Limassul was not in Lloyds’ interna¬ 
tional shipping registry, leading to the suspi¬ 
cion, later proved, that the vessel actually 
belonged to the Tigers’ shadowy civil mar¬ 



itime arm. Astonishing as it may seem, the 
Tigers had arranged for one of their own ves¬ 
sels to deliver the government ammunition! 

On 18 July, an alert went out to Sri 
Lankan naval vessels, warning them to step 
up patrols particularly off the island’s north¬ 
western Mullaitivu coast, a LTTE strong¬ 
hold. Too late: By July, military intelligence 
reports confirmed the Stillus Limassul had 
already crossed the Indian Ocean and made 
landfall at or near the southern Thai resort 
island of Phuket. There the cargo had been 
transshipped via smaller vessels to the 
Mullaitivu coast. By late September, an esti¬ 
mated 60% of army casualties in the meat 
grinder battle for Highway A9 were being 


inflicted by mortar fire. Between the open¬ 
ing of Operation “Sure Victory” in mid-May 
and year’s end, the army lost more than 
1,000 troops KIA and nearly 4,000 wound¬ 
ed. As we write this, the bloody battle for 
A9 continues. 

Heavy LTTE Weapons 

This stunningly audacious ammunition 
heist was the most daring and brilliantly 
successful covert op by LTTE’s intelligence 
and procurement wing in years — but it was 
far from the first. Over the years, the Tigers 
have built up and refined a highly sophisti¬ 
cated global organization to sustain a 
10,000-strong military force. They battle 



(above) LTTE forces listen to peptalk in the calm before the storm of an attack cn gov¬ 
ernment troops, (right, inset) LTTE sniper lies in wait before the battle of Kitinochchi. 
(far right) “LTTE Special Forces on the march pause for a while” read the caption sup¬ 
plied with this photo — but note their spiffy demeanor. Some might suggest that 
rather than taking a break — in the open — they were posing for their PAO. 
Nonetheless, compared to other insurgents, LTTE fighters are well-equipped, well- 
armed and well-trained. 
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tional corporation with resources all over the 
world. Prabhakaran’s acumen is as much that 
of a CEO as of a military commander” 

The transnational, and often secretive 
presence, of LTTE and its front organiza¬ 
tions is increasingly unsettling to govern¬ 
ments in Asia and the West. Goaded by 
Colombo, countries such as Switzerland, 
Canada, Australia, the United States, 
Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines have 
expressed concern over LTTE activities, and 
in some cases have moved against them. The 
United States finally added the Tigers to its 
list of international terrorist organizations, a 
decision LTTE said it “regretted” and is 
attempting to fight in U.S. courts. 

LTTE International functions on three 
distinct levels: publicity and propaganda; 
fundraising; and arms procurement. 
Occasionally these networks may overlap, 
but as far as possible they are maintained as 
separate, self-contained operations. 
Propaganda and fund-raising are both vital 
for LTTE as a means to drum up political 
and financial support, among the Tamil 
diaspora that lives mainly in North America, 
Western Europe and Australia. They are run 
by a quasi-diplomatic, overt organization 
with 38 offices in different countries. 
Through this network, LTTE has been able 
to pull in an estimated U.S. $2 million per 
month in donations from sympathetic 
Tamils. 



the Colombo government for a separate 
Tamil state in the island’s north and east. 

A complex, shadowy network 15 years 
in the making, this organization — call it 
LTTE International, Inc. — reflects the 
sophisticated quasi-govemmental structure 
built by the Tigers in Sri Lanka itself. 
Drawing on the loyalties and resources of 
members of a worldwide Tamil diaspora of 
some 500,000, the network links commer¬ 
cial companies and small businesses, infor¬ 
mal banking channels, a fleet of ocean¬ 
going ships, political offices, aid and human 
rights organizations, arms dealers and for¬ 
eign mercenaries. 

Led by their 42-year old supremo , 
Velupillai Prabhakaran, the Tigers have 
become far more than a jungle army in an 
isolated war. As one former Tamil militant 
put it: “ ... LTTE functions like a multina¬ 

AUGUST 1998 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


. ' 


** 






ri * 


LTTE PAO 









LTTE PAO LTTE PAO 



(top, left and right) LTTE fighters inspect BMP-1 captured from 
government forces near Puliyankulam. Included in arms and 
ammo captured by LTTE from the government at Karapukuthi 
were these mortars. In what will become a classic insurgents’ 
coup, LTTE also usurped an entire shipload of mortar ammo 
— and mortars now account for a large portion of government 
casualties, (above) Athough, as any insurgents, LTTE will 
accept any eclectic mix of weapons, they are most often seen 
are former ComBloc pieces as this PKM, at Puliyankulam. 



(above, left and right) Che observed that insurgents travel on 
their stomachs. More recent insurgencies travel on their 
funding, which, in turn, comes from expats and sympathizers 
kept involved by a well-oiled propaganda machine. In these 
shots, kindly supplied to SOF by LTTE, their video teams or 
photographers appeared in many of their own photos. Here 
LTTE fighters and cameraman inspect knocked-out govern¬ 
ment armor. 


By contrast, the Tigers’ arms-procure- 
ment wing has always been shrouded in 
secrecy. No less global in its reach than the 
propaganda wing, it has been painstakingly 
built up since the Tigers first went to war in 
1983 and has a war chest of tens of millions 
of dollars. At its foundation is Velvettiturai, 
a sun-bleached fishing port on the north 
coast of the Jaffna peninsula, colloquially 
known as VVT. Birthplace of Prabhakaran, 
it has long been hub of LTTE’s Asia-wide 
commercial, maritime and smuggling con¬ 
tacts. For centuries the traders of VVT, from 
a distinct Tamil sailing caste, criss-crossed 
the Bay of Bengal, as far as the South China 



Sea and Java. After independence from the 
Britain in 1948, some became smugglers, 
ferrying contraband across the Palk Strait 
between India and Sri Lanka. “Even before 
the days of armed struggle, WT had a 
problem with the army, the police and the 
state,” one Tamil militant-tumed-politician, 
explained. “There was an antagonism, an 
attitude of resistance that was inbred in any¬ 
one who grew up there.” 

In the early years of the Tamil militan¬ 
cy, VVT provided LTTE and its forerunner, 
the Tamil New Tigers, with both leaders and 



a strong logistical edge over other militants. 
Even before the bloody anti-Tamil riots, in 
July 1983, that pushed the island into open 
insurgency, LTTE had strong links in the 
south Indian state of Tamil Nadu. Between 
1983 and 1987 these expanded dramatically 
as India provided semi-covert sanctuary, 
training and weapons for a clutch of Sri 
Lankan militant factions, from which LTTE 
would finally emerge supreme. 

Seeds Of Insurrection 

But Prabhakaran remained suspicious of 
Indian motives and the extent of New Delhi’s 
commitment to his own vision of an inde- 



Although they have procured main battle tanks and other track- ops. Current issue includes (left to right) British-made Ferret 
layers from the former Warsaw Pact nations, the Sri Lankan gov- scout car, South African-made Buffet (buffalo) and Brit Alvis 
ernment finds wheeled AFVs well-suited for counterinsurgency Saladin mounting 76mm gun. Photos: Dr. Tom Marks 
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pendent Eelam. Never a favorite of India’s 
external intelligence service, the Research 
and Analysis Wing (RAW), Prabhakaran 
began to develop his own contacts with local 
politicians and businessmen. This led to the 
establishment of the first independent arms- 
manufacturing plants both in Tamil Nadu and 
on the Jaffna Peninsula. 

Prabhakaran also looked abroad for 
equipment, turning first to VVT commercial 
contacts in Singapore to buy radios. “He 
thought like any good VVT capitalist,” 
recalled one militant. “He registered a com¬ 
pany in Singapore, invested in Malaysia, 
started a shipping company in Cyprus, 
played the share-market in London.” 

The Tigers’ quiet leap onto the global 
stage was largely the work of one man — 
Kumaran Padmanathan, today an inconspic¬ 
uous 42-year-old who carries several pass¬ 
ports, changes names frequently and has 
access to bank accounts on every continent. 
Using the alias “T.S. Kumaran,” but general¬ 
ly known to associates and several concerned 
intelligence services simply as “KP,” 
Padmanathan serves today as LTTE’s chief 
procurement officer. At the head of a transna¬ 
tional team, he works in a high-pressure job 
that demands the skills of a businessman, 
banker, smuggler and intelligence officer. 

A Jaffna Tamil like Prabhakaran, KP 
began his covert career by establishing a 
department specializing in document 
forgery, and expanding the international 
network. In 1984 he orchestrated one of 
LTTE’s early weapons purchases, with an 
Australian arms dealer who was to remain a 
trusted business partner. Early shipments 
were run to India and from there in speed 
boats across the Palk Straits to Jaffna or the 
northeast coast. 

Between 1985 and 1986, LTTE stopped 
hiring vessels and with the help of a 
Bombay shipping magnate began to buy its 
own ocean-going fleet, which today num¬ 
bers some 10 freighters. They are under 
Panamanian, Honduran or Liberian flags, 
often manned by WT Tamils and owned by 
various front companies. “Ninety percent of 
the time they were transporting legitimate 
commercial goods: timber, paddy or fertiliz¬ 
er,” says one analyst. “The ships are just one 
of LTTE’s commercial ventures.” 

Insurgent Infrastructure 
On A Global Scale 

Singapore, conveniently situated on key 
shipping lanes with a developed banking 
infrastructure, was, and remains, a vital 
component in the Tigers’ weapons-pur- 
chasing network. The Burmese capital of 
Rangoon, where Prabhakaran’s father had 
owned property, was an early port of call 
for LTTE freighters. Parallel with the ships 
came Tiger trading companies established 
by Padmanathan and associates in Kuala 
Lumpur, Singapore, Rangoon, Dhaka, 
Chittagong and elsewhere. In the mid-’80s 
with Indian assistance still flowing, the 
network developed slowly but in the late- 
’80s, events accelerated exponentially. 

That change was triggered by permuta- 
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Of What Stripe. These Tigers? 

Ever since Sri Lanka gained its independence after World War II, American interest has 
remained consistent. It is a strategically placed piece of real estate that is both a democ¬ 
racy and a market economy; it is favorably disposed towards us and has established itself 
as a voice of reason and moderation in international circles. 

Sri Lanka has made some serious errors over the years in dealing with its Tamil minor¬ 
ity, yet fledgling democracies earn a certain right to be stupid. Colombo has attempted, in 
its own shortsighted bumbling way, to correct its errors. But if early-on it had taken some 
of the steps lately adopted or discussed, there never would have been the tragic conflict 
we now see. 

Still, that’s water under the bridge. The opponents, the LTTE (Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam), routinely engage in behavior worse than anything the government can even 
conceive of doing. 

The bombing of the Temple of the Tooth, Sri Lankan Buddhism’s holiest shrine, in 
January, illustrates the LTTE mind set. There was no intent except to incite communal vio¬ 
lence. LTTE desires to do this to relieve the pressure they are under in the Wanni (essen¬ 
tially, the southern portion of the Northern Province), where they have been cornered by 
massive government conventional operations. 

LTTE is in serious shape, when all’s said and done, because the insurgents can’t win a 
slugging contest against the nation-state of Sri Lanka. It’s Westmoreland’s dream come 
true: The insurgents will run out of bodies before the government will. 

Still, Colombo can only pursue this strategy as long as its finances hold. Central Bank 
figures report a debt/service ratio of over 40%, if interest and amortization of loans are 
lumped together. More dramatically for the man on the street, this has meant a rupee 
which has gone from approximately 25 to the U.S. dollar a decade ago to its present 
approximate of 62 per dollar. That’s serious slippage. 

The ultimate cause is the heavy borrowing to finance the war. The only bright side to 
this picture is that government statistics demonstrate that most of the borrowing (about 
85%) has been internal (thus the debasement of the currency — but hence not a mountain 
of external debt needing to be paid with the declining Sri Lankan currency). 

Traditionally, the United States has maintained a hands-off policy towards the strug¬ 
gle. Beginning in summer 1994, however, American SpecOps units began to work with 
counterparts in Sri Lanka as part of the normal American training cycle. They did this as 
part of the policy of “cooperative engagement” whereby Washington assists friendly 
nations to develop capabilities (and to get things done). 

Presently, U.S. personnel go in and out of Sri Lanka regularly, not only on training 
missions but also for quick in-and-out operational fixes. For instance, when the insurgents 
began to use the SA-7, several U.S. Air Force personnel were sent to brief on counter¬ 
measures. (Subsequently, Israel apparently sold “black box” packages of countermea¬ 
sures. Israel had become involved early on in the conflict, which “began” for real in July 
1983 with the nationwide riots. The Sri Lankan government invited the Israelis in because 
of their vaunted counterterrorist expertise — unfortunately, although the government 
called it such, the war wasn’t against terrorists but against insurgents — thus, Israeli assis¬ 
tance, beyond technical matters, was of limited value). 

The special-operations personnel who visit have represented virtually all services. A 
U.S. Special Forces team was present in Sri Lanka in October 1997 when the LTTE again 
bombed the port area of Colombo (the downtown of the downtown, if you will). The hotel 
where SF personnel normally stay was among the buildings hit, though this apparently 
was happenstance. 

Most SF personnel were not present, being at work in the east. Four were present, how¬ 
ever, and played an important role in treating casualties (all have been recommended for 
the Soldiers Medal, given for saving lives at risk to oneself). 

The special-operations posture, it should be highlighted, is normal, as special-opera¬ 
tions personnel are active in more than a hundred countries worldwide. Their missions, 
though not generally classified, are nonetheless not publicized due to concern for the safe¬ 
ty of U.S. personnel. In Sri Lanka, instruction had run the gamut from NCO courses to 
long-range patrolling to intelligence-preparation-of-the-battlefield. It has not included an 
operational component. 

The war itself has reached the inevitable state of stalemate. LTTE insurgents have lost 
both the strategic and operational initiative: They can respond only tactically. (Which 
means the government holds the cards, but the guerrillas can still inflict significant casu¬ 
alties and remain a nasty threat.) The continued split within the Sri Lankan political play¬ 
ers prevents a non-military solution from being implemented. 

The present SLFP (Sri Lanka Freedom Party) government sees devolution of some sort 
as necessary to defuse separatism. The opposition UNP (United National Party), which 
was in power for the entire war until losing the election of August 1994 — and previous¬ 
ly backed devolution — has lately opposed this. Neither party can really move for fear the 

__ Continued on page 73 
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tions in Indian policy towards Sri Lanka. 
While eager for a federalist solution to the 
conflict, New Delhi had no desire to see an 
independent Tamil state on the island, 
which would have a dangerous spillover 
onto India’s Tamil Nadu state politics. 
Thus, in July 1987, an Indo-Sri Lankan 
accord was signed and an Indian Peace- 
Keeping Force (IPKF) arrived in northern 
Sri Lanka. By October it was bogged down 
in a war with LTTE that was to last until 
their humiliating withdrawal in early 1990. 
Within months of the IPKF departure, an 
Indian-backed proxy force, the Tamil 
National Army, collapsed in the face of 
Tiger attacks. Prabhakaran’s domination 
over the Tamil movement was complete. 

The LTTE-IPKF war left a deep scar not 
only on the institutional psyche of the proud 
Indian Army but also of the intelligence ser¬ 
vice, RAW. For RAW had run the covert 
training program for the Tamil militants, 
and made the fatal error of believing it could 
control LTTE. And there were practical rea¬ 
sons for RAW’S antagonism: Despite the 
war in Sri Lanka, LTTE still ran an exten¬ 
sive network of businesses in Tamil Nadu, 
aided by then state chief-minister Muthuvel 
Karunanidhi (subsequently sacked by the 
central government in 1991). In 1990, 
moreover, the Tigers opened links with two 
Indian insurgent forces, one in Assam, in 
the northeast, the other in southern Andra 
Pradesh. 

But ties to Indian rebels paled beside the 
gravity of what many argue was 
Prabkaharan’s greatest politician blunder: On 
21 May 1991, Dhanu, an LTTE human bomb, 
destroyed herself and Rajiv Gandhi, scion of 
India’s foremost political dynasty. Apparently 
angered over Gandhi’s role in IPKF’s inter¬ 
vention, and fear that he might return to 
power in Delhi, the assassination propelled 
Tiger terrorism onto international radar and 
finally hardened the resolve of India’s securi¬ 
ty and intel establishment against the machine 
it had done so much to create. 

This was a sea-change. Prior to 1991, 
LTTE’s activities were of only passing 
interest in Asia or the West. That indiffer¬ 
ence was reinforced by the appalling 
human-rights record of Sri Lanka’s ethnic 
Sinhalese military and a Western perception 
of the Tigers as underdogs. But Gandhi’s 
murder resulted in a sweeping crackdown 
on LTTE networks in Tamil Nadu, pushing 
the Tigers into an unwanted covert war with 
RAW. India’s official line has always been 
non-interference in Sri Lankan affairs, but 
RAW’S covert agenda was to monitor and 
thwart the Tigers at every turn. RAW even 
considered a surgical special-forces raid 
into the Mullaitivu jungles to take 
Prabhakaran in his lair. The high-risk plan 
was, probably fortunately for the reputation 
of India’s Para Commandos, vetoed at an 
early stage. 

My Enemy's Enemy 
Is My Friend 

By the early ’90s, Padmanathan had sub¬ 
stantially diversified LTTE’s arms network. 


Sources that in the early days relied on West 
Asian and European dealers, with end user 
certificates often obtained through pliable 
Nigerian officials, extended their reach to 
cover Southeast Asia and Pakistan’s boom¬ 
ing arms bazaar. LTTE operatives apparent¬ 
ly had no problem operating in Pakistan. To 
the extent that Islamabad’s security services 
were aware of their presence, any enemy of 
India was a friend of Pakistan. 

KP, himself, was spending a lot of time 
in Bangkok where a large South Asian 
community and easy-going Thai ways 
made for an ideal operating environment. 
An important LTTE cell was established 
on the Andaman Sea coast in the Thai 
town of Trang before it was moved north 
to a front company in Phuket. Global arms 
deals were put together in Hong Kong, 
while Singapore became the favored mar¬ 
ket for the purchase of dual-use items such 
as computers, electronics, outboard 
motors and diving gear. 

But it was in Burma (now Myanmar) 
where the Tigers found their coziest home- 
away-from-home. LTTE vessels are 
believed to have begun shipping timber 
from Burma to Thailand in the late 1980s, 


which soon brought them into contact with 
the Burmese military. These contacts 
resulted in an LTTE base at Twantay, in the 
Irrawady Delta south of Rangoon. The base 
is believed to have consisted of a communi¬ 
cations and transshipment facility, which 
operated until 1995 when a European intel¬ 
ligence service blew the whistle. 

Twantay was not the only door to close 
after the Tigers had departed. For months, 
LTTE made use of an island in the 
Andaman Sea to train their Sea Tiger 
naval wing. According to intelligence 
sources, Norwegian mercenaries assisted 
in training Tiger frogmen in UDT tech¬ 
niques. The trainees returned to Sri Lanka 
as cadre and their skills were recently dis¬ 
played in the sinking of a string of Sri 
Lankan naval vessels. 

Gaining an effective anti-aircraft capa¬ 
bility — specifically man-portable SAMs 
— has long been a critical LTTE objective. 
Tiger guerrillas were trained in SAM use by 
covert RAW instructors in 1985 — but 
RAW had been careful never to give them 
missiles. Initial efforts to acquire Stingers 
from the Afghan war theater proved 
abortive and it was not until 1994 that KP 



LTTE fighter (inset) advances on govern¬ 
ment position in the battle for Jeyasikuro, 
as front line burns, (below) LTTE fighter 
armed with Chinese Type 56 Chinese AK 
checks fallen comrade. 
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was able to acquire Soviet-made SAM-7s. 
Not surprisingly, war-ravaged Cambodia, 
where both government and insurgent 
forces were ready to sell weapons, was the 
source. Sold by corrupt Phnom Penh gener¬ 
als, the missiles went across the Thai border 
in late 1994 and reached the coast of Sri 
Lanka during a brief 1994-1995 ceasefire. 
On 28 and 29 April 1995, days after the 
Tigers returned to war, SA-7s were used to 
down two aging Avro transports. On 10 
November 1997, the air force lost its first 
attack chopper to a missile when an Mi-24 
Hind was downed while flying escort to two 
Mi-8 Hip transports. That attack raised fears 
the Tigers had finally acquired Stingers. 

Explosives for local munitions produc¬ 
tion have also headed KP’s wish list. In the 
early days, these had been shipped across 
the straits from India. But even before the 
anti-LTTE crackdown in Tamil Nadu, 
demand for more sophisticated materiel was 
pushing the Tigers further afield. The 
largest single consignment came even as 
LTTE was talking peace with the govern¬ 
ment in mid-1994. It came from another 
increasingly favored Tiger supply source — 
Eastern Europe. 


One government advantage: choppers. Bell 212 remains the 
workhorse of the military, though Mi-17 has begun to appear 
in increasing numbers, (inset) Doorgunner on ops in the north 
seeks target for his MAG-58. 


Sophisticated Networking 

In August that year, an LTTE vessel, 
later identified as M.V. Swanee , left the 
Ukrainian Black Sea port of Nikolayev. It 
carried 50 tons of TNT and 10 tons of RDX 
from the Ribizone Chemicals plant. The 
consignment had been arranged by a Dhaka 
front company, Carlton Trading, and the 
paperwork was up to KP’s usual high stan¬ 
dard: An end-user certificated purportedly 
signed by Bangladesh’s Secretary for 
Defense identified the Bangladeshi military 
as the approved recipient. 

The Swanee arrived off the northeastern 
coast of Sri Lanka in September, having 
called at Twantay en route. By then the ship 
had a different name. Protected by Sea Tiger 
speed boats, its deadly cargo was off-loaded 
and transferred to several jungle bases. 
Some of the Ukrainian RDX was put to hor¬ 
rific use on 31 January 1996 when a Tiger 


One man’s freedom fighter is another 
man’s terrorist: In February 1966, LTTE 
killed 75 people and injured 1,400 with a 
bomb at the Central Bank in Colombo. 
Such atrocities began with the May 1991 
bomb assassination of Indian politician 
Rajiv Gandhi (foreground), and have cost 
LTTE what little international support they 
might have had as an underdog. 


truck-bomb exploded outside Colombo’s 
Central Bank, killing 91 and injuring more 
than 1,400 — one of the most devastating 
terror attacks in history. Last year Tiger 
bombers were back in Colombo again with 
another deadly truck 
bomb outside the new 
World Trade Center. 
According to sources 
riose to the Tigers, the 
target may have been a 
U.S. Special Forces 
team staying at the 
nearby Galadari Hotel, 
on a mission to train 
Sri Lankan SF units. 

But the Tigers 
haven’t had it all 
their own way. 
Improved intel work 
and increased Indian 
and Sri Lankan naval 
patrols have complicat¬ 
ed KP’s work and cost 
LTTE several vessels. 

One was the M.V. 

Yahata , which left 
Phuket, Thailand, in January 1993. By then, 
the Thai port and nearby waters were focus 
of growing Indian interest: One submarine, 
understood to have been Indian, was sighted 
from the air in shallow water near the harbor, 
apparently spying on shipping activity. 

Aboard the Yahata along with a ship¬ 
ment of arms and explosives was Krishna- 
kumar Sathasivam. Better known as 
“Kittu,” he was the former LTTE Jaffna 
commander and a close Prabhakaran asso¬ 
ciate. In the Bay of Bengal, the M.V. 
Yahata became M.V. Ahat by the simple 
expedient of painting over the first and 
last letters in the ship’s name. But on 13 
January, the vessel was intercepted by the 
Indian Navy and at a point in Indian 
waters southeast of Madras the final act 
was played out in typical Tiger style: 
Kittu and other fighters on board permit¬ 
ted the crew to swim to safety and then 



detonated the explosives and went down 
with the ship. 

Busted 

A bigger maritime disaster occurred in 
1996, when a shipment of ammunition and 
explosives probably purchased on the 
Cambodian market (where the Tigers are 
still active) and worth several million dol¬ 
lars left the port of Phuket in early 
February aboard the freighter Comex-Joux 
3 . In line with Tiger SOP, the ship’s name 
was changed at sea to Horizon . But the 
game had already been blown by snitches 
in Thailand: On its voyage across the Bay 
of Bengal the vessel was tracked by the 
Indian Navy and spy planes of India’s 
Aviation Research Center, a RAW sister 
organization. It was intercepted off the east 
coast of Sri Lanka and, on 14 February, as 
the Indians stood guard, Sri Lankan 
Puccara attack fighters and patrol boats 
moved in for the kill. 

After heavy fighting in late ’95, when the 
Sri Lankan army wrested the Tigers’ mini- 
state on the Jaffna Peninsula back from the 
guerrillas, the loss of the Comex Joux 3 and 
its cargo came at a bad time. By July, Sri 
Lanka army chief Lieutenant General Rohan 
Daluwatte was claiming the Tigers were a 
spent force, incapable of much more than 
small-scale guerrilla attacks. He could hard¬ 
ly have been more wrong. 

On the night of 18 July, waves of LTTE 
fighters swept out of the jungles to assault 
an isolated government brigade HQ at 
Mullaitivu. The attack marked the costliest 
debacle suffered by the Sri Lankan army 
in 13 years of war: In two days of fighting 
the Mullaitivu garrison of more than 1,200 
men was wiped out almost to a man. 
Helibome relief forces were also badly 

Continued on page 73 
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R evolvers have been used to wham 
people and inanimate objects for a 
long time. Cowboys used the butts of 
their Colt Single Action Army Revolvers to 
hammer nails and other objects (with no 
regard for future collectors). “Pistol whip¬ 
ping” (also known to lawmen of Wyatt 
Earp’s era as “buffaloing”) was just that, 
usually with the barrel (another reason, I 
presume, that the 7 1/2-inch barreled Colt 
was so popular). Police commonly interro¬ 
gated suspects with their Smith & Wesson 
Model 10 revolvers, until that, unfortunate¬ 
ly, became politically incorrect. 

With the advent, and then eventual dom¬ 
inance, of the semiautomatic pistol, all of 
the above changed. Hammer a nail with the 
butt of a semiauto pistol and you will sure¬ 
ly destroy its sheet-metal magazine. If you 
come into contact distance with an oppo¬ 
nent and try to use your M1911, SIG P226 
or whatever to whack him on the head or 
slam him in the chest, he will more than 
likely push the front of your pistol’s slide 
rearward, which will take it out of battery 
and completely deactivate the weapon. 

The Alternative Force Block (AFB), 
developed by former U.S. Navy SEAL, 
Chris Caracci (a member of the U.S. Navy’s 
first Anti-terrorist Team under the command 
of Richard Marcinko), with considerable 
input from, and manufactured by DVC 
Armaments, a subsidiary of G.G.&G. (3602 
East 42nd Stravenue, Tucson, AZ 85713; 
phone: 520-748-7167; fax: 520-748-7583; 



Hand-to-Hand 
With a Handgun 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Photos by Chris Mayer 

website: http://www.gggaz.com), was 
designed to prevent your opponent from dri¬ 
ving the slide of your pistol rearward and 
also to provide an alternative to deadly 
force in Close Quarters Battle (CQB) envi¬ 
ronments without relinquishing the poten¬ 
tial for lethality. However, for anyone con¬ 
templating the installation of an Alternative 
Force Block, it must be emphasized that the 
safe deployment of this device is contingent 
upon the operator’s ability to overcome the 
problem of “sympathetic reaction.” This 
requires programming through intensive 


training by instructors qualified to do so. A 
better short-term option, in my opinion, is 
an extension of Jeff Cooper’s famous Rule 
3: “Keep your finger off the trigger until 
you’re ready to fire.” Remember, however, 
that while only 300 to 400 repetitions are 
required for short-term memory, permanent 
programming usually requires a minimum 
of 3,000 repetitions. Furthermore, to erase 
and then replace bad habits may require 
more than 10,000 repetitions. 

We chose to install an Alternative 
Force Block for test and evaluation on one 
of my favorite pistols, the Kimber Custom 
Classic .45 ACR Consisting of two princi¬ 
pal components manufactured from 4140 
steel, the reinforced front shield is check¬ 
ered with a sharp 15-teeth-per-inch pat¬ 
tern. Resting directly in front of the barrel, 
bushing and slide, and with a .60-caliber 
hole in front of the bore itself, this piece 
both prevents the slide from being pushed 
out of battery and provides the operator 
with a considerable amount of non-lethal 
impact force to apply if needed. This front 
shield is attached to a retaining plate, 
which is mounted to the front, underside 
of the frame with three alien-head screws. 
The front shield is secured to the retaining 
plate by three TORX T10 pan-head 
screws. A TORX T10 screwdriver is sup¬ 
plied, as the front shield must be removed 
for disassembly of the pistol. The retain¬ 
ing plate stays in place at all times. The 
Alternative Force Block adds 3.5 ounces 
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Bruce Nelson’s Combat Leather Reborn 


He was the very best at what he did and he left us far too soon. 
During the mid-1970s to the mid-1980s, Bruce Nelson remained a 
shadowy underground figure among professional gunslingers. 
Eagerly sought after by professionals. Nelson’s holsters were, to 
most, an unobtainable legend. His career in law enforcement left 
little time for making holsters. However, in the mid-1980s, Bruce 
hung up his duty belt in order to devote full 
energy to hand-crafting combat leather in itaH* 

his Tucson, Ariz., workshop. ^ . gM 

Nelson’s designs were based upon his 
many years in law enforcement and com¬ 
petitive practical shooting. He served at JH 

every level from uniformed patrol officer 
to detective and undercover agent. He 
spent a number of years in narcotics JH 
investigations with the California 
Department of Justice’s Bureau of 

Narcotics Enforcement. Much of his law- _ 

enforcement career centered around Matt Stoner’s versic 
firearms training for special agents in his Professional holste 
department and for police departments pouch, 
throughout California. Bruce was one of 
IPSC’s founding members in 1976. He was also a participant in 
the famous Bear Valley Gunslinger matches conducted by Jeff 
Cooper, which served as a research laboratory to develop 
Cooper’s widely copied techniques. When Cooper opened his 
American Pistol Institute facility in 1976, Nelson was his first 
staff instructor. Tragically and unexpectedly, Bruce passed away 
several years ago at the very pinnacle of his career as a custom- 
holster maker. 

Bruce believed that a well-designed combat holster must 
place your handgun at the ready position at all times without 
restricting your normal daily activities. When worn by plain¬ 
clothes personnel, it must also maximize whatever concealment 
potential the pistol possesses. A proper rig must also permit a full 
and final firing grip upon initial contact with die weapon. 
Weapon-retention qualities were equally important to Bruce, and 
most often addressed by others through means of retaining 
devices such as dot snaps or Velcro-type fasteners. Except where 
required to enhance safety (ankle or shoulder holsters), Bruce 
believed they should be avoided since they impede the draw and 
usually interfere with the proper firing grip. Holsters should be 


Matt Stoner’s version of Bruce Nelson’s #1 
Professional holster and single-magazine 
pouch. 


hand-fitted to the pistol they are intended to carry and, at first, 
must fit like a new pair of shoes or their retention abilities will 
fade in a short time. Nelson combined these concepts with his 
years of street-wise experience to create some pretty slick leather. 

I have specimens, and, in some instances more than a few, of 
every holster, pouch and sling in Bruces’s catalog and a number of 
one-of-a-kind pieces that Bruce made for 
' my articles in Soldier Of Fortune . Sad to 

say, 1 use only a very few, as Bruce’s cus¬ 
tom leather has become far too valuable to 
wear. All of this is about to change. With 
the blessings of Sandy Froman, Bruce’s 
widow and a member of the NRA Board of 
Directors, Matt Stoner, a member of a law- 
enforcement agency in southern Arizona, 
has recreated Bruce’s most famous holster 
and several single-magazine pouches. 

_ Thirty years ago most competition and 

if Bruce Nelson’s #1 combat strong-side belt holsters had a muz- 
nd single-magazine zle rearward rake. This fetish finally 
reached 45 degrees. As the angle increased, 
it became more difficult to bury the web of 
the hand into the pistol’s upper backstrap and a consistent firing grip 
became impossible. In 1967, Bruce designed his famous #1 
Professional holster for semiauto pistols that reversed this grotesque 
fad. His holster was configured for a straight-drop angle and 
allowed the forearm/wrist to remain constant throughout the draw. 
A double belt loop pulled the grip area of the frame into the body 
and enhanced concealment. These double belt loops also permitted 
the #1 Professional to be attached to the belt in the cross-draw posi¬ 
tion, which I have always preferred. Matt Stoner made me his ver¬ 
sion of the #1 Professional holster for the Kimber Custom Classic 
.45 ACP with the Alternative Force Block attached. It looks very 
much like one of Bruce’s holsters except that it was hand-stitched 
with nylon thread, while Bruce used a stitching machine which, of 
course, carries Stoner’s logo. Made from 7- to 8-ounce Herman Oak 
leather, the holster costs $75 and the single-magazine pouch is $20 
(when purchased with the holster). It is available in natural, tan, 
black or mahogany. Matt Stoner’s holsters can be purchased direct¬ 
ly from DVC Armaments. Matt makes single-magazine pouches for 
pistols, the MP5 SMG and the M16/AR-15. I’m glad to see some¬ 
one pick up Bruce’s torch, as I know he would be. 


to the weight of the pistol. 

Although the Kimber Custom Classic 
.45 ACP pistol is ready to stuff into your 
holster right out of the factory box, I decid¬ 
ed to have DVC Armaments display a few 


of their custom gunsmithing talents. The 
barrel was throated and the feed ramps pol¬ 
ished to a mirror sheen, the likes of which I 
have never seen in 30 years of firing cus¬ 
tomized Ml911-type pistols. They also refit 



(above) The Alternative Force Block installed on Kimber Custom Classic .45 ACP pistol, 
(above, right) Kimber Custom Classic .45 ACP pistol with Alternative Force Block and 
TORXTIO screwdriver used to remove the front shield when the pistol is disassembled. 



the thumb safety, which, after many thou¬ 
sands of rounds, was sometimes dropping 
the hammer. The front strap was checkered 
to 20 LPI and hex-head grip screws were 
installed for cosmetic reasons. A pair of 
Kim Ahrends cocobolo tactical grips were 
also installed. 

Finally, the entire pistol was given a 
two-tone (NATO green and black) Teflon- 
S finish. After complete disassembly, all 
the parts are bead-blasted. Steel compo¬ 
nents are then magnesium-phosphated and, 

Continued on page 68 


AUGUST 1998 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


43 







Text & Photos by Charlie Cutshaw 


he Heckler & Koch (H&K) G36 
has been in development for sever¬ 
al years, but details of the rifle have 
B been closely held until recently. We 
were granted unrestricted access to Heckler 
& Koch’s new rifle and recently spent sev¬ 
eral hours evaluating it at Heckler & Koch’s 
U.S. facility. Prior to our evaluation, howev¬ 
er, we should define a few terms and the 
viewpoint from which we examined this lat¬ 
est addition to the Heckler & Koch product 
line. 

The rifle is the infantryman’s basic 
weapon. Regardless of the complexity of 
the battlefield and the advent of the “elec¬ 
tronic battlefield,” it is still the grunt who 
has to go forward and occupy ground. His 
basic tool is his rifle. This begs the question 
of what attributes should, therefore, charac- 


(above) Heckler & Koch’s evolutionary new 
G36, shown here with Hensoldt NSA80 
night-vision scope, was first developed to 
meet a Bundeswehr requirement. 


terize the infantryman’s basic weapon. The 
subject of the ideal combat rifle has been 
debated for as long as infantrymen have 
been armed with rifles, and will continue to 
be debated for the foreseeable future, but 
from the standpoint of a former infantry 
officer, there are, in no particular order of 
importance, several characteristics which 
are highly desirable in an infantry rifle. 

First, the rifle must be reliable. If his rifle 
quits working in combat, the man who is 
using it will probably be killed. Second, the 
rifle should be as light as possible. The 
infantryman must carry most of his kit on his 
back and every ounce makes a difference. 
The rifle should not be sensitive to the type 
of ammunition it is fed as long as it is the 
correct caliber. A rifle that is unreliable for 
any reason degrades the rifleman’s confi¬ 
dence. Third, related to reliability, the rifle 
must be robust. Robustness is the ability of 
the rifle to be subjected to the elements, such 
as dust and mud, and keep working without 
the operator’s having to take extraordinary 
measures to ensure that it will function. 


Fourth, the rifle must be maintainable. It 
should not be an onerous time-consuming 
chore to clean, nor should it require overly 
frequent cleaning. Fifth, the rifle should be 
suitably accurate out to its effective range. 
And, finally, the rifle must be simple and 
“user-friendly” This characteristic encom¬ 
passes a host of factors, including ergonom¬ 
ics, accessories, disassembly /assembly, 
sights, and a myriad of small details that 
together make up a rifle. But before we eval¬ 
uate the G36 in light of the aforementioned 
attributes, we should first explore the back¬ 
ground of H&K’s latest product. 

The G36 originated in 1990 as “Project 
50” for the German Bundeswehr , which 
desired a common receiver that could be 
used as the basis for a weapons family rang¬ 
ing from a 9x19mm submachine gun 
(SMG) to a 7.62x51mm belt-fed general- 
purpose machine gun (GPMG). Although 
options to convert the G36 to other configu¬ 
rations have not yet developed, the potential 
to do so exists. Other Bundeswehr require¬ 
ments included light weight, affordability 
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(above, inset) Various components of var¬ 
ious systems are changeable by a unit 
armorer with no more than the mandrel 
and barrel wrench, (right) The G36 rifle 
(top) is complemented by the G36K car¬ 
bine (bottom). 


and a conventional design. An evolutionary, 
not revolutionary, design was the goal and 
in that Heckler & Koch has succeeded, 
while at the same time producing a rifle that 
makes optimal use of current technology. 
For a time, the G36 was designated the 
HK50, but that designation has now been 
dropped by Heckler & Koch in favor of 
G36, the Bundeswehr abbreviation for the 
official nomenclature Gewehr 36. 


American Ancestors 


Although there is no official 
acknowledgment by Heckler & 

Koch, it is clear that the G36 has 
roots in the ArmaLite AR-18. The 
AR-18 operating system is superi¬ 
or to that of the M16 (AR-15) 
because it eliminates gas and pow¬ 
der fouling being blown back into 
the receiver, a problem which has 
plagued the M16 since its intro¬ 
duction. The G36 bolt carrier, bolt 
and gas system are very similar to 
those of the AR-18, but have been modified 
and refined. After firing nearly a thousand 
rounds through several versions of the G36 
at Heckler & Koch’s U.S. range facilities, 
we found the interior of the rifle’s receiver to 
be essentially clean and free of fouling. 
Cleaning encompassed no more than using a 
bore brush and solvent on the bore and wip¬ 
ing down the receiver and bolt group with a 
solvent-moistened rag and then applying 
light lubricant per specification. 

The G36 rifle is the basic component of 
the G36 weapons system. It is a gas-operat¬ 
ed rifle and locks via a Stoner-type rotating 
bolt and carrier. This is a complete depar¬ 
ture for Heckler & Koch, which has hereto¬ 
fore used roller locking and delayed-blow- 
back operation for all its long guns in every 
caliber. Virtually all of the rifle, save for the 
barrel, the reciprocating parts (bolt and bolt 
carrier), springs and small components, is 
made of carbon-fiber-reinforced polymer. 
This results in very light weight, ease of 
maintenance and high reliability. The recip¬ 
rocating parts move on steel rails molded 
into the receiver. There is no ejection port 
cover nor is one required, as the bolt closes 
the ejection port to foreign matter when it is 
forward. The barrel is optimized for the 
5.56x45mm SS109 (M855) round with a 
twist rate of one turn in 178mm (1:7 inch- 


*- 


The G36 was designed as a multi-caliber, multi-role system in a concept similar to the 
early H&K developments. Top is the MG36 Light Support Weapon with Bundeswehr- 
issue dual-sighting system with 3X optical sight and IX electronic reflex sight, also 
mounting a folding bipod and the 100-round Beta dual-drum magazine. Below is the 
G36K carbine. 


Cutaway view of G36 hints at the AR-18 ancestry of the 
bolt and gas system; (inset) G36 bolt, carrier and operat¬ 
ing spring (top) compared to those of the original AR-18. 
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es). The G36K is the carbine version of the 
G36. The sole difference between it and the 
rifle is the shorter handguard and barrel. 
The MG36 Light Support Weapon is also 
identical to the G36 rifle, save for a heavier 
barrel, standard 100-round Beta drum mag¬ 
azine and a standard bipod. The Beta mag¬ 
azine can be used in any version of the 
G36, and while there have been criticisms 
of Beta magazines, those used by this 
writer during the evaluation of the G36 
functioned flawlessly through several 
reloads to full capacity. 

Sights 

Export versions of the G36 are designat¬ 
ed G36E, G36KE and MG36E. The 




difference between Bundeswehr 
and export versions of the G36 is 
the sighting system. The 
Bundeswehr version of the G36 has 
a dual 3.5X magnification optical 
sight and an electronic red-dot 
reflex sight. The red-dot sight is 
activated by ambient light. 

Batteries are required for use in 
darkness rather than tritium, as this 
radioactive' material is illegal in 
Germany. The export version has 
only a 1.5X optic with backup front 
blade and rear notch in the detach¬ 
able carrying handle. 

The optical sight of the G36 is 
provided with range marks from 
200 to 800 meters. The outer edge of the cir¬ 
cular reticle provides a lead for targets mov¬ 
ing at 15km/hr from either left or right at a 
range of 200 meters, the rifle’s battle-sight 
zero. The intersection of the vertical and 
horizontal cross hairs is used as point of aim 
from zero to 200 meters. The diameter of 
the circular reticle also corresponds to the 
height of a 1.75-meter man at a range of 400 
meters. The intersection of the vertical cross 
hair and the bottom of the circular reticle is 
the 400 meter point of aim. The two small 
cross hairs below the circular reticle are 600 
and 800 meter points of aim, respectively. 
The extended horizontal cross hair gives the 
rifleman an indication of canting, which 
degrades accuracy. We found the optical 


sight easy to use, with quick target acquisi¬ 
tion at all ranges at which we fired the G36, 
from close-quarters battle (CQB) distances 
of 15-25 meters out to 100 meters. 

Optical accessories for the G36 include a 
Hensoldt manufactured third-generation IX 
night sight. Although we did not use this 
sight, we did install and remove it. The sight 
clamps into the G36 carrying handle adapter 
with no difficulty and will retain zero when 
removed and reattached, according to 
Heckler & Koch representatives. The design 
is such that a small prism mates with the 
rifle’s standard optical sight. The rifleman 
can thus continue to aim through his stan¬ 
dard sight with the night vision optic in 
place using the same head position and 


H3 ±K G3B 



H&KG36E Assault Rifle 

G36EK Carbine 

Caliber: 

5.56x45mm 

5.56x45mm 

Rifling: 

6 Grooves & Lands; 

6 Grooves & Lands; 


1:178mm twist rate 

!; 178mm twist rate 

Muzzle Velocity, nominal: 

920m/s 

850m/s 

Muzzle Energy, nominal: 

1,730 Joules 

1,470 Joules 

Cyclic Rate: 

750 rd/min 

750 rd/min 

Length, O/A, stock extended: 

990mm 

860mm 

Length, O/A, stock folded: 

760mm 

615mm 

Barrel Length: 

480mm 

320mm 

Weight, empty: 

3.3kg 

3.0kg 

Sights: 

Optical, I.5X; 

Optical, I.5X; 


Open backup 

Open backup 


Drawing shows design influence of AR-18 
bolt and gas system, an improvement 
over the earlier AR-15/M16 design. 

(left) Hensoldt (Zeiss Group) light-intensi- 
fier night sight also can be used, with 
adapters, on older G3 rifles. 

without the need to rezero once the sight has 
been mounted. 

Controls 

All controls of the G36 are completely 
ambidextrous. The cocking handle is partic¬ 
ularly noteworthy. It normally extends for¬ 
ward in line with the barrel of the rifle, 
requiring only that the operator grasp it and 
pull it to the rear. It automatically rotates 
left or right, depending on whether the user 
is right or left-handed. To use the handle as 
a forward assist, or to kick it to the rear to 
extract a stuck cartridge case, the operator 
simply pulls the handle back and presses it 
inwards, thus locking it into position. This 
also allows the bolt carrier to be “eased” 
home when silent bolt closing is necessary. 
The positioning of the controls allow the 
user to maintain a firing grip on the rifle 
while changing magazines and operating 
the charging handle. The G36 bolt catch is 
conveniently located at the forward end of 
the trigger guard. 

The bolt is automatically locked to the 
rear when the last round is expended, but the 
bolt catch can be deactivated without tools in 
seconds for those who wish to do so. 

The G36 feeds from translucent polymer 
30-round magazines of proprietary design. 
The magazines can be quickly and easily 
clipped together using built in studs. Use of 
a proprietary magazine was due to a feeling 
by Heckler & Koch engineers that their 
magazine design was superior to that of the 
M16 magazines commonly used by other 
NATO countries. For those who prefer the 
M16 magazine, however, a magazine well 
to accept them may be an option, thanks to 
the flexible design of the G36. The 100- 
round Beta Company magazine for the G36 
light support weapon can be used in any 
version of the G36. As noted, the Beta 
Company drum magazines functioned flaw¬ 
lessly during our test firing. 

A Modular System 

The modular design of the G36 is one 
aspect of the rifle that makes it unique. 
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(above) Author found 100-round Beta dual¬ 
drum magazine 100% reliable in tests. The 
G36 was eminently controllable on full- 
auto fire (left), and its overall ergonomics 
outstanding: Note three empty cases in 
the air and no muzzle climb. 


twofold: First, the barrers long axis actual¬ 
ly lies below the point where the shooter 
places the rifle to his shoulder. This in itself 
helps to reduce muzzle rise. Second, the 
small mass of the reciprocating components 
of the rifle help keep it on target under full- 
automatic fire. 

After testing the G36 on full automatic 
at 15- to 25-meter CQB distances, we 
moved back to 100 meters to briefly check 
the G36 for accuracy at longer ranges. We 
were not able to test beyond 100 meters, but 
under rapid fire from the prone unsupported 
position, we consistently achieved 2 to 2.5 
inch groups. This is not match accuracy, but 
is acceptable in a combat rifle and could 
have been improved if we had used a sling, 
rest or bipod. 

Moreover, accuracy would improve with 
more practice. One of the few possibly neg¬ 
ative comments regarding the G36 is its 
trigger pull. The rifle is intentionally manu¬ 
factured with a trigger that will pass a two- 
meter drop test cocked and with safety 
“off!” The result is a relatively heavy trig¬ 
ger squeeze. 

It must be noted the G36 is not intended 
to be a long-range precision rifle. Most 
infantry engagements are at ranges of less 
than 500 meters, with the vast majority at 
ranges of 200 meters or less. The comment 
on the G36 trigger pull is thus not so much 
a complaint as an observation. The sole 
complaint regarding the G36 is the fact that 
the forearm heats up very rapidly under 
rapid and sustained fire and soon becomes 
too hot to grasp. This situation is caused by 
the lack of a heat shield inside the forearm. 
A thin aluminum heat shield to solve this 
problem is under development. 


Continued on page 71 


tion through all three versions of the rifle 
without a single malfunction or stoppage 
of any kind. We mixed frangible, ball and 
match in a single magazine and ran it 
through the rifle on full automatic. The 
G36 is eminently controllable on full auto; 
maintaining center of mass hits at CQB 
ranges was absolutely no problem from 
the first burst, although we were given 
only a brief orientation before shooting 
the rifle. Full-auto control of the G36 is 
the best I have ever experienced in a rifle 
of this class. 

The 750-round-per-minute cyclic rate 
made three- and four-round bursts easy to 
achieve and the design of the rifle made it 
easy to hold each burst in the center of mass 
of the target. There was only the slightest, 
very easily controllable, tendency of the 
rifle to climb to the right in fully automatic 
firing. A small female shooter with us on the 
range likewise had little difficulty control¬ 
ling the G36 in fully automatic mode. The 
reasons for this controllability in a rifle 
weighing less than seven pounds are 


Unlike many other Heckler & Koch 
weapons, the G36 can be reconfigured into 
any of its variants at the unit level with only 
two special tools. These are a mandrel, one 
end of which is inserted into the breech of 
the rifle, and the other clamped in a vise. 
The other special tool is a barrel wrench to 
remove and tighten the barrel retaining nut. 
When the barrel is replaced, a standard 
torque wrench is used to tighten the barrel 
nut. When the barrel nut is torqued to spec¬ 
ification, headspace is automatically set. 
The few other tools required for organiza¬ 
tional maintenance of the G36 are common 
hand tools available in any well-stocked 
hardware store. 

No tools whatsoever are required for 
complete disassembly of the G36 into its 
major groups. This allows the rifle to be eas¬ 
ily converted at the unit level into any of its 
configurations. For example, the 1 rigger 
group can be changed from fully auto¬ 
matic into two-round-burst configura¬ 
tion by the operator. Trigger options 
include select-fire versions in semiau¬ 
to, 2-round burst and full-auto; semi¬ 
auto and 2-round burst; and semi- and 
full-auto. For law-enforcement users, 
a semiautomatic-only trigger group is 
under development. All G36 retaining 
pins are of identical size and small 
holes are provided in the buttstock for 
them to be placed in when the rifle is 
disassembled, thereby reducing the 
possibility of their being lost. The car¬ 
rying handle is removable with a 
cross-tip screwdriver. (At the Heckler 
& Koch range, this was accomplished 
with the Phillips head screwdriver tip 
on a Leatherman Tool, which is prob¬ 
ably as good an armorer’s tool kit for 
field use as any.) 

From the foregoing it is apparent 
that while the G36 is not the Gil of 
the 1990s, it takes advantage of state- 
of-the-art technology and incorpo¬ 
rates superb ergonomics and engi¬ 
neering in its basic design. But while the 
former infantryman in this writer appreci¬ 
ates the overall “user-friendly” design, the 
proof of any rifle is in the shooting. To this 
end, we were afforded unlimited access to 
all three versions of the G36 at H&K’s facil¬ 
ity in Sterling, Va. We requested permission 
to provide some of our own 5.56x45mm 
ammunition for test purposes. This ammu¬ 
nition was Black Hills 68-grain Moly-Kote 
Match, Longbow 40-grain Nontoxic 
Frangible, Olin Ml93 55-grain ball and 
South African M1A2 55-grain ball. When 
we arrived at the range, we found that 
Heckler & Koch had also brought a variety 
of ammunition, including Olin M855 
(SS109), Federal 68-grain Match and Green 
Shield 36-grain Frangible. This provided a 
sample of almost every common type of 
ammunition that might be encountered by 
worldwide users of the G36. 


Reliable And Robust 


Functioning of the G36 was flawless. 
We fired every available type of ammuni¬ 
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To 


the uninitiated, the idea might sound a trifle odd: a char¬ 
ity benefit sniper match. But for 30 men with a passion 
for long-range precision shooting and immeasurable 
esteem for Carlos Hathcock, it was the rare chance to 
help a legendary marksman, meet fellow enthusiasts, 
1 break the brush with some professionals and have fun. 

From Tampa to Cleveland to Michigan and the shores of the 
mighty Mississippi, the 30 shooters gathered last Mother’s-Day 
weekend at the Storm Mountain Training Center in Mineral County, 
West Virginia. Their mission: Raise money for Hathcock, the retired 
Marine Corps master gunnery sergeant, a Vietnam 
sniper with the world’s longest confirmed kill: 

2,500 yards. 

A soft spoken man, Hathcock recently was 
awarded the Silver Star for his quiet bravery and 
determined professionalism in Vietnam. Better late 
than never. He was unable to attend this match because of his strug¬ 
gle with multiple sclerosis. Confined for the last few years to a 
wheelchair, “White Feather,” the nickname Hathcock won for the 
trademark feather he wore in his boonie hat, now seldom leaves his 
home in Virginia Beach, Virginia, where he retired to civilian life 
and became an avid rose gardener. 

Hathcock’s shooting excellence was on the minds of the 30 
shooters, who paid $150 each to compete in a complex two-day 
event that tested the shooting ability, fieldcraft and stamina 


Text & Photos by 
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required of a tactical scout-sniper. 

Two Marines, Sergeants Benjamin Voss and David Hunter, took 
top honors. Both are scout-sniper instructors at Quantico, host of the 
Corps’ most prestigious scout-sniper program. “It’s poetic justice 
that we won,” said Voss, referring to Hathcock’s status as an icon at 
Quantico, where he once taught. 

The idea for the charity benefit match hatched late last year in e-mail 
exchanges between friends who share a passion for long-range precision 
shooting. The two key organizers, Scott Powers, of Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania, and Russell E. Taylor, of Rock Island, Illinois, had set up 
a web site for those interested in sniping. 

“A lot of people think snipers are people like 
Lee Harvey Oswald,” said Taylor, a computer pro¬ 
grammer and Army reserve captain who was an 
enlisted armorer and competed nationally in all- 
Army rifle competition in 1991-92. “But we’re not 
whackos. It involves science; there’s an art to the Fieldcraft. It’s a 
profession. There’s a lot of work involved. Their primary mission is 
intelligence gathering. We get a lot of interest in our web site” 
(www.snipercountry.com). 

“I’ve talked to [Hathcock] on the phone,” said Taylor, who main¬ 
tains the website. “I talk to his son, Carlos III, on e-mail. But I’ve 
never gotten to meet him personally ... We wanted to show our deep 
respect and admiration for him.” 

Nor has Powers ever met the shooting legend. 



Carlos Hathcock 
Sniper Match 


(left) Competitor Rusty Rossi of Autauga Arms Inc., of Prattville, 
Ala., prepares to move out. (below) Happiness is a confirmed kill: 
Marine scout snipers Sergeants Anthony Gimmellie and James 
Dills hold up their targets after an excellent showing in the head- 
shot exercise. 
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“I’d read about him in a couple of different books,” said Powers. 
“... we wanted to do something to help, to show our appreciation and 
respect. ... We had gotten a lot of hits on our web site and it dawned 
on me that we might have enough exposure to pull this off.” 

A Host 

The first problem was finding a facility capable of safely accom¬ 
modating a tactical sniper match, with owners willing to play host. 
Powers, a computer graphic 
artist for a major defense con¬ 
tractor who began shooting 
rifles as a youngster and was a 
TOW missile gunner in the 
Army, thought of Storm 
Mountain Training Center, 
where he had taken courses in 
sniping and counter-sniping. 

That’s how Powers had met 
Rodney D. Ryan, president of 
Ryden, Inc., which owns the 
facility (www.stormmoun- 
tain.com). 

“Ryan was not only will¬ 
ing, but he came back within a 
day with a complete course of 
fire,” Powers said. 

More than $5,500 in cash 
was raised for Hathcock. 

Required equipment for 
competitors included a ghillie suit, a scoped rifle, 100 rounds of 
match-grade ammunition, two blank rounds, binoculars, spotting 
scope, camouflage face paint, pen and a small notebook. 
Competition began with a KIMS test, a memory exercise used to 
enhance the quality of intelligence. A number of objects in a certain 
arrangement are viewed for a limited time, memorized and recalled 
later in the competition. 

A “confirm zero” exercise, in which a maximum of six rounds 
was allowed, was followed by a stalking competition. Wearing 
ghillie suits, each team had to approach a specified observation post 
without being seen, get inside a delineated perimeter and get off 
rounds without being spotted. 

This was followed by a range-estimation exercise, with targets 
ranging from 100 to 1,000 yards. The rolling mountain terrain made 
this especially tricky for someone accustomed to estimating distance 
on a typically flat range. Each two-man team was allowed 10 minutes 
for a naked-eye estimate, 10 minutes for a binocular estimate and 10 
minutes for a rifle scope estimate. 

The next event was also a team exercise, one in which each pair of 
competitors was given 15 minutes to observe and sketch a specified 
area, correctly identifying and locating certain targets. This was fol¬ 
lowed by fairly standard 100-yard shoot for group, with each sniper 
given five minutes to fire three rounds. Then the shooters had to fire 
two rounds each at a walking- 
speed, man-sized target, then a 
man-sized target at running speed. 

The second day of events 
began with a stress test: Given 
only 10 minutes, the contestants 
moved over a long tactical course, 
stopping at nine different stations 
and obstacles to shoot targets at 
varying ranges. The course 
required concealed movement 
through wooded and open terrain, 
and shooting from various 
stances. 

The field-fire exercise provid¬ 
ed each two-man team with 30 
minutes for both men to identify 
10 targets, make range and 
windage estimates and shoot. 

Finally, each team was timed in 



A wide variety of rifles and scopes were in evidence (left), but 
Remingtons and Leupolds ruled, (above) Sportsmanship award 
went to Maryland engineer Fred Fischer, the only man with iron 
sights, who used this Shiloh Sharps in .30-40 Krag. 


the head-shot event, which used polystyrene mannequin heads. The 
pair had to run up a respectably sized hill, locate and identify the head 
at a range of between 100 and 350 yards, conduct range and windage 
estimates, compute “slope dope” for the elevated firing position and 
deliver one hit each on the target. 

Real-World Conditions 

Field conditions were lifelike, as it rained almost the entire week¬ 
end, the showers punctuated by hot sun that forced people to shed 
ponchos and jackets, only to grab them again for the next downpour. 

“Had it rained more ” said Powell, “I would have been happier. 
My great disappointment for the match was that there was not 
enough wind. That’s what separates the shooters — the wind. 
Anybody can hit a target with no wind.*’ 

Many types of rifles were in evidence, the most popular being the 
Remington-type bolt-action, and the most popular scope being 
Leupold. A few semi-autos were used, but the rifle that attracted the 
most attention — a few chuckles and some grudging respect, it turned 
out — was a Shiloh Sharps .30-40 Krag with iron sights, brought by 
Fred Fischer, an aerospace engineer from the Baltimore area. 

Competitors included a good mix of active-duty military and a few 
law enforcement officers, including a local deputy, David Paul Rolls 
of the Mineral County Sheriff’s Department. Another Marine Corps 
scout-sniper team also participated, and one competitor, Thomas 
Blahnik, of Georgia, had just that week been discharged from the 
Army, where he had served as a battalion and a brigade sniper. 

“Nobody complained about the scoring,” said James LeMay, a pro¬ 
fessional photographer from Lansing, Michigan. “I learned a lot.” 

“I think it went very well,” Ryan said. “I got a lot of calls and e- 
mails afterward. There have been no negative comments so far. 
Everybody seemed very happy ... just to be involved. Whether you 

won or lost, it was a chance to 
personally come out and support 
Carlos Hathcock. That made us 
all winners ” 

The comaraderie that such 
an event engenders was evi¬ 
dent at the awards ceremony 
when Fred Fischer, the civilian 
with the Sharps rifle, probably 
said it best. He acknowledged 
he was “a little emotional ... 
but I’ve just got to say some¬ 
thing to you guys. It’s an 
honor to be allowed to shoot 
with you, especially in such a 
worthy cause for such a great 
man. Competing with these 
Marines and soldiers meant a 
lot to me.” 

Semper Fi. X 



Storm Mountain Training Center 

Storm Mountain Training Center was founded by Rodney D. 
Ryan and David C. Whidden. It is located in a remote area near 
Elk Garden, West Virginia. 

Ryan and Whidden have combined the best elements of the 
U.S. and Israeli techniques for high-risk, highly fluid tactical sce¬ 
narios. Their core instructors also have extensive experience in 
SpecOps and specialized firearms training. Storm Mountain’s cur¬ 
riculum includes basic tactical handgun, non-lethal combatives, 
various rifle courses, sniping and counter-sniping (basic and 
advanced), CQB, as well as submachine gun and shotgun courses. 

Some training is restricted to military and law- enforcement, 
but civilian students may delve into such arcane course work as 
hostage negotiations and terrorism awareness. 

Contact Storm Mountain Training Center, Route 1, Box 60, 
Elk Garden, WV 26717; Phone: 304-446-5526; or, contact their 
web site at www.stormmountain.com 


AUGUST 1998 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


49 






“The son of a bitch deserted , ran away 
from his command. Charley, you're to exe¬ 
cute him. The General doesn 7 want a court- 
martial, toe vttoo/e Army has suffered a black 
eye at Kasserine Pass . ... But this bastard 
needs shooting.” 

Pr/or to launching out on his storied — 
and controversial — lifelong careers as U.S. 
Army officer, bordertown Texas peace offi¬ 
cer, and big-game hunter, my father, 
Colonel Charles Askins, first saw military 
combat in North Africa. But the story of 
how he came to be assigned as “execu¬ 
tioner” begins in his own words from 
his autobiography Unrepentant Sinner. 


it and back at least 50 yards from the strip 
of macadam. When within about 75 yards it 
was plain what the Muslims were up to, 
they were quite busily intent on setting a 
half-dozen German Teller mines in the 
shoulders of the road. 

Now just why these bastards would do 
that was a puzzle to me. When the Arab 
came to town he usually rode a camel or 




attlefield recovery was rich 
good fun. I did nearly all our 
reconnaissance after a battle 
to establish what had been 


Common Lorn Court-Martial fit Kasserine 


lost, where it was located, and 
what it would require to be evac¬ 
uated. I had a Finn for a driver 
and this toughie was a real find! 

We’d drop out of the jeep and 
work our way forward 
because either our people 
or the Krauts, would still 
be in position to survey 
the site. You did not sim¬ 
ply bull out onto the 
ground and direct your 
wreckers and tank trans¬ 
porters to move in. If 
you did the chances were 
that the 88s would cut loose at you. 

The Arabs had no such compunction. They would 
swarm onto the battlefield as soon as the last shot was 
fired and while the aid people were gathering up the 
casualties. I heard that these same bastards would 
occasionally stick a knife into a wounded man’s 
throat. I never found any casualties that had been 
stabbed in the throat but it could have happened. The 
Arabs were certainly no friends of ours. It was our opin¬ 
ion that they favored the Krauts and with this in mind I 
always shot all of them I found on the battlefield. 

These ghouls would swarm over the disabled tanks, 
half-tracks, and soft-skinned vehicles if there were any 
at the site of the fight, and they stripped the vehicles of 
everything movable. One day my Finnish driver and I 
came upon three of the Bedouins who were quite 
occupied with pulling a .30-cal. AA machine gun 
out of a light tank. I shot one of these plunderers and 
the Finn got his lead into the other two. 

Traveling down the Gafsa road one day, a hard¬ 
surfaced trailway, we looked up ahead and saw four 
Arabs very busily engaged along the shoulder of 
the thoroughfare. They had not seen us and I 
motioned for my Finnish compatriot to 
pull over and stop. He did and 
wheeled the jeep off the road 
and into a waddi. We 
advanced on foot, 
not down the 
road, but 
parallel to 



jackass and invariably elect¬ 
ed to the shoulder and not 
down the road proper. He would 
put one wife in front by 30 yards 
and if there were any antipersonnel 
mines she walked on them first. The 
other women trailed along behind. 

Now just why these scoundrels would 
mine the shoulder and not the macadam itself 
was a mystery. We were accustomed to our 
roads being mined but usually these were the 
dirt tracks. When the Krauts mined the concrete 


by Bill Askins 
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road it was obvious from 50 yards away because 
they had to use an airhammer to get through the 
hard surfacing. We’d simply stop and either lift the 
mines or go around them. This proved so unprof¬ 
itable, the Afrika Korps largely gave it up. 

But here were these goddamned Arabs very 
preoccupied with mining the sides of the main 
stem. I took up a good comfortable and secure 
position and motioned my Finn to do the 
same. I whispered to him, “I’ll take the two 
on the left.” He nodded. I got off the first shot 
and he was right behind me. These four 
mine-layers lasted about 3 seconds. We 
went forward and gathered up the Teller 
mines and defused them, threw the lot 
into the back of the jeep and 
hauled the collection back to 
our bivouac. It had been a 
good afternoon. 

Rommel, an exceed¬ 
ingly slippery charac¬ 
ter, side stepped 
us and was hell 
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bent on the coast; or maybe he simply 
intended to strike us in the flank. At any rate the 
first thing we knew we were marching out of Gafsa and 
going northward, pushing our convoys day and night. We final¬ 
ly got in front of the Afrika Korps at Kasserine Pass. Here we had 
some help from portions of three British armored divisions. 


Kasserine 


I stood on the hill above Kasserine and watched the tank battle. 
I had no idea while I watched through a long day that it would 
assume so much importance. There was a good deal of dust and 
wheeling about and some little firing. Mostly by the British who 
were, like ourselves, no match for the German Tiger tanks. Our 
dinky little M-3 with its 75mm gun was hopelessly outclassed by 
the 60-ton German vehicle with it’s 88mm cannon. Time after time 
I’d see one of our tanks hit and invariably caught fire. Why, I often 
wondered, did a tank, a vehicle of metal, burn so furiously? 


Evidently the round always got into the fuel and this was scattered 
over considerable portions of the tank and sparked all the terrible 
blaze. At any rate the Krauts were having a field day. 

When I got back to our bivouac, which was only a mile or so 
above the Kasserine debouchment we’d been given orders to evacu¬ 
ate. “Post Haste!” was the order. We were going to run away. Retreat. 
Stick our tail between our legs and simply decamp. I didn’t like it. 

We retreated for a solid week. You’d have thought we’d have 
been back at Marrakesh by that time, but after a couple of days we 
commenced to execute a turning movement and after a few days 
came to a halt not too far from where we had started. It was all illog¬ 
ical and silly. The Afrika Korps, after routing our tank elements in 
the Kasserine, had no ready transport which they could mount up 
and pursue the Americans. So they actually fell back and consoli¬ 
dated all their gains. 

Once reestablished, I walked back into Kasserine Pass, taking 
along my sturdy Finn, and we surveyed the damage. The Arabs had 
been there before us and had stripped the vehicles of everything 
movable. I counted the M-3 tanks that I considered salvageable and 
we commenced the major chore of getting them out of the Pass and 
into an ordnance shop. 

The German tanks we did not touch. I suspect these are in the 
Pass to this day. The British had lost more tanks than ourselves but 
I saw no indication they intended to recover those that had salvage 
possibilities. We had gotten our tank transporters from the Limeys 


Chaos at Kasserine Pass. “We retreated for a solid week.” 

and certainly they were competent to pick up and remove their 
armament but when they did this I never did know. 

We were in bivouac above the Kasserine and it was a pleasant 
spot. There were pine trees and a considerable stand of brush. Low 
stuff which grew about 5 feet in height. The boys by this time had 
gotten in the habit of throwing up their pup tents at considerable dis¬ 
tance from each other. This was because of 
Stuka bombing runs and then, too, there is a 
desire on the part of many people to live a bit 
apart from their fellows. 

My First Sergeant came to me and said, 
“Captain, the men are complaining because 
someone is stealing their barracks bags.” 

“These bags,” he went on, “are snaked out 
of the tents. We can see where the bag is 
dragged on the ground.” We both knew, of 
course, who the culprit was. The goddamned 
Arabs were taking advantage of the heavy 
cover and were working their way into the 
bivouac and there they’d latch on a barracks 
poke and crawl away with it. 

“Let me handle this. Sergeant,” I told my 
topkick. “I think I’ve got a cure.” I made a tra¬ 
verse of the bivouac searching every square foot of the perimeter for 
footprints. These would either be barefoot or with a section of worn- 
out auto tire for a sandal. I soon found the side from which the for¬ 
ays were being made into our encampment. 



Towards dusk, Askins spotted the two vehicles winding slow¬ 
ly up the track, and he intently studied the lead jeep, noting the 
aide in the rear seat, the driver, and the target. 



“The son of a bitch deserted, ran away from his command. Charley, you’re to exe¬ 
cute him. The General doesn’t want a court-martial, the whole Army has suffered a 
black eye at Kasserine Pass.... But this bastard needs shooting.” 


AUGUST 1998 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


51 




I took up a well-concealed posi¬ 
tion where I could overlook the 
flank from which the marauders 
were coming. The first evening 
nothing happened. The second 
evening was equally disappointing. 

The third, at dusk, I was consider¬ 
ably startled to see two Arabs not 
entering the bivouac but coming out 
of it! When I first saw them in the 
gathering gloom the duo were on 
hands and knees, each with a bar¬ 
racks bag caught in the crook of an 
elbow. As I watched, the pair got to 
their feet and, gathering up the bar¬ 
racks bags, prepared to scurry off. 

The distance was very short and the 
two shots took each scoundrel 
under his responsive ear. The 
Pachmayr .45 was getting its notch¬ 
es. 

I did not bother to go into 
camp and alert Top. I knew the 
shots would alarm the guard and 
the Sergeant, who was a very 
responsible soldier, and would 
turn out a squad to immediately 
investigate the shooting. As it 
turned out he did. 

Before we quit that particular bivouac I caught a pair of thieves 
coming out of our camp site. These worthies were off at least 90 
yards but as it just so happened I had been anticipating them I had 
the Ml rifle in my hands. I never approached this pair either but the 
boys did. This most probably would have put a stop to the thievery 
had we remained in the area. The Arab grapevine worked pretty 
swiftly. No one ever bothered to bury an Arab. There were no hye¬ 
nas in this part of Africa but there were jackals by the thousands. 
These playfiil little fellows did not disdain a Muslim if he was left 
until well ripened. 

The Rest Of The Stoiy... 

In the late 1960s I was on leave from the Marines, home in San 
Antonio, and having a drink with an old family friend, Brigadier 
General Neal C. Johnson. Johnson was a cavalry man, from the old 
Army, commissioned in 1917, served with Pershing in Mexico, and 
was a long-time friend of many of the top armor generals ofWWII. 
My Dad was away and Johnson asked me, “Where’s Charley? Off 
shooting something? Or somebody ?” 

“He’s in Botswana, hunting lion,’’ I replied. 

“Your Dad’s a great hunter, but I’ve always figured he’s still 
shooting people for the CIA, or the Army, ’cause of all the hunts he 


goes on.” The old general sipped 
his scotch and soda, looked at me 
carefully, and went on: “He had a 
reputation in cavalry circles during 
the war as being an executioner.” 

“I’ve never heard anything 
about it,” 1 said, taken aback. 
“He’s shot a lot of people in line 
of duty, both border patrol and 
Army; was cool, determined in a 
gunfight, rarely missed. But an 
executioner?” 

“My old croney, Colonel Dusty 
Rhoades,” the general began, 
“was a POW with the old man’s 
aide in the latter stages of WWII. 
They exchanged yams, and Dusty 
told me the aide’s story of your 
Dad years ago. He swore it was 
absolutely true. Knowing the 
characters involved, 1 think it’s 
entirely believable. The old man 
was given to excesses when it 
came to discipline, military 
honor, setting examples, and was 
steeped in tradition which 
demanded such actions. Your 
Dad had a reputation among 
cavalry officers at Fort Bliss of always outshooting their pistol 
teams, and was notorious for gunfights in El Paso. The aide was as 
rough a character as ever was commissioned, and was completely 
devoted to the old man.” 

Given the situation after the Kasserine Pass, it made perfect 
sense to make an example to encourage the rest! And the players 
were perfectly suited for the drama. 

1 listened with rapt attention as the story unfolded ... 

The Firing Squad 

“The son of a bitch deserted, ran away from his command,” the 
General’s aide looked across the bleak desert sand. As soon as the 
first German rounds hit, he hightailed it, and the unit pretty well 
collapsed. 

“The Old Man called him in as soon as he took over, pushed a 
pistol and one round across the desk to him, and told him that he’d 
either shoot himself or he’d do for him. The little chickenshit just 
peed in his pants — again — and did nothing.” 

The lanky captain, a cowboy that Askins had known on the bor¬ 
der before the war, turned a cold eye on him and said, “Charley, 
you’re to execute him. The General doesn’t want a court-martial, 
the whole Army has suffered a black eye at Kasserine Pass, and the 
less we hear about it from now on, the better. But this bastard needs 

shooting, and it’ll encourage 
the rest to stick to their guns!” 

Askins had been thor¬ 
oughly dispirited by the 
retreat from Kasserine, and 
had heard the stories of cow¬ 
ardice that seeped from the 
battle. He also admired the 
Old Man, and knew his aide 
to be a real toughie, and was 
happy to shoot the son of a 
bitch for them. 

“Where’s he quartered?” 
Askins asked. “How does the 


I took up a good comfortable 
and secure position and 
motioned my Finn to do the 
same. I whispered to him, 

“I’ll take the two on the left.” 
He nodded. 




Askins carefully laid the cross hairs on the center of his chest 
and fired. For a few seconds, Askins regarded him through the 
scope, debating whether to throw in a follow-up shot. 
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Using a derelict tank as an OP looking for marauders. 


They drove out to the site for an inspection where the track 
passed within easy shooting distance of a steep little hill. ‘Til be up 
the hill, in a fissure between the two rock outcroppings. You stop the 
jeep for a piss call,” Askins explained as they sat on the hillside 
looking down. “In any case, stop, dismount, and I’ll wax the bastard 
when he gets out of the jeep.” 

“Okay, he’ll be in the right front seat of the jeep,” the aide told 
him. “Be sure and shoot the right guy!” 

Askins slipped into his hide in the mid-afternoon of the next day, 
armed with a Mauser model 98 that he had carefully sighted in that 
morning at exactly the 120 steps he expected the execution to take 
place. The first two 7.92mm rounds, one “serious,” the second a 
“reserve,” were filed down so they would expand on impact. 

He was dressed in fatigues but brought a djebellah, the local 
long, hooded cloak, to wear on the dash away from the site. He also 
had a pair of fine German binoculars and intended to study the tar¬ 
get as the vehicles approached, to make doubly sure that he was 
shooting the right man! 

Towards dusk, Askins spotted the two vehicles winding slowly up 
the track, and he intently studied the lead jeep, noting the aide in the 
rear seat, the driver, and the target. The physical description matched: 
middle-aged, portly, mustached. Askins laid aside the field glasses. 
He picked up the Mauser, carefully positioned it on the improvised 
rest of rocks and the folded , and waited for the vehicles to stop. The 
aide leaned forwarded to the driver, spoke, and the vehicles ground to 


general want this done?” 

“The Old Man says we’re to do it with a minimum of fuss or blow- 
back,” he replied. “Probably ought to make it look like an accident or 
enemy action.” 

“Give me a day, and I’ll come up with a solution” Askins told 
him as they parted. 

The next day Askins scouted possible ambush sites, having 
decided that it would be most foolproof, and risk fewer repercus¬ 
sions, if it appeared that a sniper had shot the culprit. The situation 
was fluid enough in those days that sniping, ambushes, chance 
encounters, minings, and other lethal happenings were common. 

He was looking for a place where he could get off a lethal first 
round, and manage to slip away without being spotted — or shot. 

He searched along one of the principal tracks leading towards 
the Corps headquarters since the aide had agreed he would bring the 
miscreant in for an interview with the Chief of Staff whenever 
Askins was ready. 

“I’ve found the place,” Askins told the aide on the morning of the 
second day when they rendezvoused in the scrub. 



The distance was very short and the two shots took each 
scoundrel under his responsive ear. The Pachmayr .45 was get¬ 
ting its notches. 



I caught a pair of thieves coming out of our camp site. These 
worthies were off at least 90 yards but as it just so happened 
I had been anticipating them I had the Ml rifle in my hands. 

a halt. The aide, driver, and a pair of troopers from the following 
weapons carrier dismounted. They sauntered off into the brush to 
relieve themselves as Askins waited for his target to dismount, liter¬ 
ally intending to catch him with his pants down. 

The ponderous poltroon eventually heaved himself out of the 
jeep, dug a cigarette from his pocket, and started to light up. Askins 
carefully laid the cross hairs on the center of his chest and fired. The 
condemned keeled over backwards against the jeep as all hell broke 
loose on the road. For a few seconds, Askins regarded him through 
the scope, debating whether to throw in a follow-up shot. Opting 
that his shot was lethal, Askins donned the djebellah, shouldered the 
Mauser after deliberately ejecting the case in the sand, and stole up 
the boulder-strewn slope. 

Firing continued on the road. The .50-cal. machinegunner in the 
weapons carrier raked the hillside, and the other troops randomly 
shot up the surrounding hilltops. The aide took a single hard look at 
the wound, satisfied himself it was lethal, and then encouraged his 
men to keep firing, intending to report a serious ambush when they 
reached headquarters. 

Askins was well over the crest of the hill within a few seconds. 
He reached his jeep parked in a waddi, a mile distant, and heard the 
firing die down. 

With the sun disappearing, and the Mauser, field glasses and dje¬ 
bellah tossed out individually along the road, Askins motored 
leisurely back to his bivouac. 

Bill Askins is a former Marine officer, aviator, parachutist and 
veteran of clandestine operations in Vietnam and elsewhere . ^ 
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of War 


been a shambles from rite start — never achieved any 
permanent accord between the MPLA and UNVTA . 
On the contrary, the only ceasefire brokered by 
dieni in liic early n )(h ended with it massacre 
of large rmmber\ of UNtTA ijroops by gov- 
ernmciil forces. 

Nor did Hie presence of ^peacekeep¬ 
ers 11 have any effect on (lie next phase of 
lire war. According to the U.S. Arms 


T he "(.imi.s for Hite” mere industry is 
thriving- Them waa even a “mere 
CCHIttmion 11 in Washington mi 
year, called together by the 
U.S, government. Tire ques- 
don now being asked is whether Wars 
in undeveloped countries are likely 



to be privatized. In some places it 
has already happened. 

The mosJ persuasive argument 
for the use of mercenaries or "pri¬ 
vate armies" i:n mEernniinnal 
peace-enforcement might be 
found til Angola. 

Executive Outcome* CEO), a 
-Suuih Alricim organization, spent 
about jfl months fighting for the 
government of Angola’s Ihesideni 
dos Santos. It suffered 20 fatalities 
while doing so. ffl mat time, the otgu- 
ribunion Hucoeeded in achieving what 
the Russians, Um\ Germans, Cubans 
and, subsequently, the United Nations' 
hided to do over a period of mom than 20 
years — forcing the rebel leader D r. Jon ns 
Savituhl to ihe negotiating table. 

By its own admission, HO fulfilled its 
Angolan contract tor $60 million, with 500 
men, and made a tidy profit. 

The United Nations, in contrast — 
whose Angolan operation seems to have 


Control and Disarmament Agency (July 
1^97), I he U.N. Angolan operation had, 
by the middle of last year, cost the 

I world community $678 million. By 
early I9B8, it was running aL aboul $1 
million a day. 

Similarly, t was fold by Lafr&ff 
Luitlingh. formerly a senior EO exec¬ 
utive. that a small force deployed 
rapidly could have stopped the slaogli¬ 
ter in Rwanda within days, with ade¬ 
quate air cover and half a dozen Russian 
BMF-2s. Ft was his view the U.N. is river- 
bureaucratized, inefficient and totally ilf 
equipped to do so. 

In the light of recenl developments, par¬ 
ticularly in Africa anti possibly in places 
like Sri Lanka and some South and Central 
American eount lies, it has become apparent 
Ihe private military option needs to be 
Kofi Annan — with 


recessed- Pfcrhap: 

Washington’s help — is die man to do it 

Echoing sentiments that were w[de- 
spread in die old South Africa, LutlUngh 
suggested the only way to slop tills kind of 
bmlalisy was a succession of quick, ''surgi¬ 
cal 5 " strikes, very much as EG had dictated 
in Sierra Leone wIktc the company never 
deployed mure than 25£) men at any time. 

’’The business-end of a bane! was the 
only real language these largely primitive, 
people understood” he iwlcfed.. 


South Africa is abla to contribute vastly 
to unrest on its own doorstep. These 
Pumas have seen lots of action over the 
years in Angola and elsewhere, (right) A 
South African mere phot at the controls 
of a Russian-supplied MU24 helicopter 
gunship in Sierra Leone before the 
recent unrest. 
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(below) Executive Outcomes’ mortarmen prepare for action against 
rebels with 82mm bombs, (right) The South African mere command 
structure in Sierra Leon’s eastern diamond fields.The locals prayed for 
their safety. 


Killing For Cash 

Money remains the prime motivating 
factor within any mercenary organization 
and EO pays well. Mi-24 and Mi-17 pilots 
in Angola and Sierra Leone were getting 
about $6,000 a month (less to start) while 
senior field commanders could count on 
about double that. Contract military 
instructors in Angola expected to earn 
about $3,000, depending on experience. 
African members of the force earned less. 

According to an EO spokesman, the 
organization’s revenue for the past four 
years was $55 million, though a Daily 
Telegraph report put this at between $25 
and $40 million a year. Some say real earn¬ 
ings are closer to $100 million a year. 

Clearly, the security business is bur¬ 
geoning. It is also worldwide. More than 
1,000 companies offer protection services 
in the former Soviet Union. 

In Colombia, British Petroleum has 
hired a battalion of soldiers to protect its 
interests. So have the Colombian drug 
lords. Similarly, in Liberia, industrial gangs 
are employed by foreign corporations to 
work in Firestone’s rubber plantations. 

The most striking example, possibly, was 
the appointment of a private American firm 
run by retired generals and admirals — 
Militaiy Professional Resources Inc. (MPRI) 
— to prepare the Croatian army for a coun¬ 
teroffensive against the Serbs in the summer 
of 1995. The gesture neatly sidestepped the 


advisers, almost all on contract. 

Mobutu, for all his billions, was finally 
ousted because his fingers were too tight 
around the purse strings to pay his Forces 
Armees Zairoises (FAZ) to protect him. The 
monthly remittance to those who did get any 
money was usually about two dollars, which 
arrived intermittently. And when he did 
source mercenaries, he chose people who 
had no knowledge of conditions in Africa, 
its people or the equatorial, tropical regions. 

He hired former Yugoslavian combat¬ 
ants with little military experience. The 
Serbs and Coats were prepared to accept a 
fraction of what freelance professional sol¬ 
diers were being offered elsewhere. 

Mobutu did employ some South African 
airmen, but these were too few and were 
recruited at the end when it was too late. 

Some, like “Juba” Jubert and Neill Ellis, 
had worked for EO. Ellis had first flown 
Mi-17s in the Balkans and it was his con- 


need for the U.S. defense establishment to 
notify congress that it was indirectly getting 
involved in a (potential) combat situation. 


An African Game 


It’s Africa where the potential for this 
kind of work is most abundant. In Angola, 
at least 80 companies are in business. With 
few exceptions, most are former soldiers. 
Their ranks include erstwhile mercenaries, 
legionnaires, British special forces, as well 
as American military veterans attached to 
Florida company, AirScan. The company 
provides aerial surveillance for the Angolan 
Army in Cabinda to stop FLEC insurgent 
penetration into an extremely sensitive area. 
It’s also active in the Colombian hinterland. 

One of several British companies. 
Defense Systems Limited (DSL) employs 
former SBS and SAS commandos to patrol 
Angola’s offshore oil fields. Working in 30 
countries and with 5,000 on its payroll, DSL 
is emphatic that its staff 
does not carry weapons. 

In the publication 
Ending Civil Wars f Lon¬ 
don’s International Insti¬ 
tute for Strategic Studies 
lists 43 countries known 
for “ongoing civil wars, 
unresolved internal dis¬ 
putes or major internal 
unrest.” Many are suspect¬ 
ed of having the involve¬ 
ment of foreign soldiers or 
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Leash Laws 

South Africa’s Parliament last February 
banned all forms of mercenary activity tak¬ 
ing place on or from South African soil. It 
was called The Anti-Mercenary Bill. 

That effectively grounds the hundreds of 
weekly shuttles involving Executive 
Outcomes’ two Boeing 727s. These aircraft, 
which were bought for $500,000 each from 
American Airlines (they exceeded noise 
limitation restrictions and went cheap) 
operated for several years between their 
home base near Pretoria and Angola, Sierra 
Leone, the Congo, Uganda and who knows 
where else? Mexico, Colombia, and Papua 
New Guinea are also known to have fea¬ 
tured on some itineraries. 

The Boeings were registered in Angola, 
so their owners won’t have had much hard¬ 
ship establishing a new headquarters 
somewhere else, probably still in Africa. 

Yet, at this moment, there are South 
African pilots flying operational sorties in 
West Africa with Mi-24 (Hind) helicopter 
gunships and their own Mi-27(Hip) trans¬ 
port choppers fitted with Russian-built 
12.7mm heavy machine guns. 

Based in Freetown, the Sierra Leonian 
capital, the crews are all Executive 
Outcomes veterans. Officially that company 
is supposed to be redundant so, they story 
has it, they were hired in South Africa by 
the British parent company Sand line, which 
maintains a London headquarters. 

What kind of work are these meres 
involved in? Support for the West African 
‘peacekeeping’ force Ecomog, which is com¬ 
posed largely of Nigerians, I was told by one 
of them. He confirmed they were providing 
top cover for ongoing military ground opera¬ 
tions which, at times, “were quite active.” 

One of the meres said that the area 
around Freetown in the far west of the 
country “crawls” with dissidents. 

“Most of them,” he said, were old RUF 
rebels “very primitive, barely trained and 
about as brutal towards the local people as 
these bastards can get because they are 
always high on dope or ganga (a potent 
local gin which others call Jungle Juice).” 

The source spoke on condition of 
anonymity. While he and his mates were 
involved in a perfectly legal pacification 
and reconstruction program in Sierra 
Leone — which had been wracked by civil 
war for years - their legal status vis-a-vis 
South Africa, from where they all hailed, 
had not yet been spelled out. 

Had they seen any action? “Plenty.” 

What were they paid? “None of your 
business.” 

Previously, Executive Outcomes chop¬ 
per jocks were receiving anything from 
about $6,000 upwards. Certainly they 
wouldn’t be earning less on this assign¬ 
ment. He did make it clear that they were 
not operating as a fighting force. 

“Our role is strictly training and con¬ 
sultative” he said. 


Coatians hired by Mobutu several months 
before provide a graphic example of how not 
to use a private army in any backwoods war. 

Most Serbs and Croats attached to the 
“White Legion,” as they called themselves 
while active in the Congo, lacked experi¬ 
ence. Most had little understanding of basic 
military procedures or tactics in that primi¬ 
tive environment. 

Nobody had told them that Africa was 
tpugh. Or that they needed to work as a 
cohesive, integrated force. EO’s philosophy 
on the subject is simple: Nothing in the 
undeveloped world can be achieved if the 
organization does not have its own means of 
back-up and support. In Angola and Sierra 
Leone, EO was successful because it used 
its own aircraft for re-supply. 

Similarly, EO’s white-officered black 
units had been operating together for years. 
With time, they became familiar with one 
another’s foibles very well, indeed. Unlike 
the Serbs in Zaire, there was abundant 
mutual respect. Observers noted that this 
relationship — and the trust that it engen¬ 
dered — made for good teamwork. 

EO’s single inviolable demand is that it 
never goes into a combat situation without pro¬ 
viding its ground troops adequate top cover. 

While the Slavs in Zaire had air cover of 
sorts, their performance was dismal. For 
good reason. They would take advice from 
nobody. Most were racist bullies. Within a 
week of their arrival — there was never 
more than a few hundred of them — their 


(top) In the thriving “guns for hire” mere industry, Africa holds the most potential. 
African armies tend to emulate those who provide the “goods.” There is little improvi¬ 
sation in tactics or approach to problems; an APC driver in Sierra Leone, (below) The 
Turkish Army played a role in Mogadishu during Operation Just Hope. The next time 
such a conflict might be fought by meres. 


Mobutu’s forces should have done better 
than they did since the Zaireans were not 
totally unprepared. Likunia and the chief of 
the Zairean air force, Gen. Baruti had 
acquired a sizable air force from eastern 
Europe, including five MiG-21 s. 

There were also four Mi-24 gunships and 
a couple of Jastreb ground-attack jets which, 
together, would have been more than enough 
to stall Kabilla’s advance since the rebel 
leader had no air support. Had these merce¬ 
naries been deployed, they would have 
bought time and the ability to bring in merce¬ 
nary ground forces waiting in South Africa. 

All Mobutu’s remaining aircraft were 
based at Gbadolite in the north of the coun¬ 
try where he had his largest regional head¬ 
quarters. The MiG-2 Is were in kit form and 
were being assembled by a team of 
Russians brought out by Baruti. But while 
some items arrived intact, others — like oils 
and greases that should have been part of 
the original order from Moscow — didn’t. 
That made the planes inoperable. 

Ellis’s group eventually had to flee in 
dug-out canoes, but only after they had all 
their money taken at gun point and stripped 
to their underpants by mutinying troops. 

While Stablico was never operational, 
the activities of the larger force of Serbs and 



officers had alienated just about every 
Zairean officer with whom they had contact. 
It was a no-win situation from the start. 

Several sources — including NGO aid 
personnel active with Hutu refugees — 
believed these “hired guns” were little more 
than amateurs. Some were killed when their 
officers abandoned them while fleeing 
Kabila’s revolutionary army. Those trapped 
later by UNITA forces were shot on sight. 

Their pilots were no better. Few would 
attack approaching forces from anything but 
great height — usually 20,000 feet. 
Obviously, in the shadowy, triple-tiered rain 
forest where hostilities were taking place, it 
had little effect. 

Puking Pilots 

Liquor was another problem. They flew 
drunk. Ellis tells of one of the Serbs — still 


tacts - in conjunction with Bob Denard and 
a former Belgian mercenary, Christian 
Tavernier — that originally brought 
Bosnian Serbs and Croats to Central Africa. 

Ellis’s company, Stablico, provides 
insight to how these people went to work. A 
fellow South African intermediary, Maritz 
Le Roux — also a former EO field com¬ 
mander — had offered to supply Mobutu’s 
prime minister. General Likunia, with com¬ 
bat pilots and soldiers. 
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hung over from the night before — almost 
completing a stupid ultra-low pass over the 
military base at Gbadolite and clipping a 
lamp post with his wing. His Jastreb — one 
of three still flying — crashed into a column 
of soldiers on parade. He was killed along 
with dozens of Zaireans in his path. 

AirScan, Inc., the American company 
providing internal security services to the 
Angolan Government, is in an altogether 
different category. It prefers personnel with 
above-average military service skills. Its 
role in oil-rich Cabinda, however, is steeped 
in controversy. So are a succession of pay 
disputes among former AirScan employees 
who are still waiting for their money. 

Most of the oil fields that AirScan are 
protecting are American. They belong to 
Chevron as part of Cabinda Gulf Oil 
Company whose wells pump about $ 1.5 bil¬ 
lion worth of crude oil a year from a succes¬ 
sion of offshore concessions of which more 
than half goes to the United States. The first 
oil was shipped from Cabinda in 1955. In 
return, says the Organization of African 
Unity, the Americans have plowed back 
barely $3 million a year into Cabinda — a 
situation they maintain is unconscionable. 

This has angered much of the continent. 
Cabinda’s indigenous population is among 
the poorest in Africa. In the rain forest — 
beyond the main towns of Malongo and 
Cabinda City — some people barely survive 
under the most primitive conditions. 

There is little the Cabindan people can 
do about it. Luanda maintains a powerful 
military presence in the enclave because 
Cabinda’s oil revenues pay Angola’s bills 
and keep the ruling hierarchy living in style. 

Occasionally FLEC tries to make some sort 
of impact. One of its guerrilla units attacked a 
column of six Angolan Army T54 tanks last 
July with nothing more than RPG-7s and com¬ 
mercial explosives stolen from the oil compa¬ 
nies. It was a rout (SOF, March ’98). 

AirScan has made a number of proposals 
to the Angolan Government. The one in 
which it’s engaged at present involves 
deploying modified Cessna 337 push-pull 
“Sensor” aircraft with five tactical radios 
and GPS in round-the-clock searches for 
insurgents in the vicinity of the oil fields. 

Work handled elsewhere by AirScan 
includes day/night airborne surveillance and 
security missions over semi-tropical and 
mountainous areas protecting U.S. militaiy 
space launch sites and classified U.S. govern¬ 
ment assets. Typical support missions in this 
mode consist of 14-hour surveillance opera¬ 
tions involving two or three missions a night. 

Crew conditions in Angola can be rough. 
Accommodations are poor and the food, 
according to one recent returnee, is barely 
acceptable. 

The rewards, however, are good. The 
lowest pay for U.S. nationals is $225 a day 


Chad saw the introduction of more 
sophisticated weapons against govern¬ 
ment forces. Libya’s Qadaffi introduced 
ground-to-air SAM-7s, as seen here 
alongside one of the rebels in the north. 
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(but not tax-free, unless eight consecutive 
months are served). Tours of duty are six 
weeks on, six off. Travel to and from Africa 
is business class. Nothing is earned by 
lower ranks while on furlough. Health and 
medical insurance are negotiable. 

Conditions within Cabinda — an 
enclave about half the size of Northern 
Ireland — can be demanding. The outlying 
jungle is almost impenetrable and that 
means no off-road travel. No AirScan mem¬ 
ber can go into town without an armed 
escort and movement into the interior is out 
because of FLEC ambushes. There is little 
fraternizing with locals or with members of 
the Portuguese expatriate community. Until 
1975, Cabinda belonged to Lisbon. 

For Diamonds & Oil 

Sandline International (which originally 
shared the interests of Executive Outcomes) 
was previously known as Plaza 107, Limited 
and formalized its name in 1996. Today, to 
confuse matters. Sandline is a client of Plaza 
107, a company owned by Michael 
Grunburg. Another is Heritage Oil and Gas. 

All are names that have been linked to 
Executive Outcomes in the past and the sig¬ 


nificant common denominator has always 
been diamonds, oil and mineral resources. 
Sandline’s CEO, Tony Spicer, is a former 
British army colonel who spent time with 
U.N. forces in Bosnia. It is hardly to his cred¬ 
it that Spicer was involved (with $3 million 
and a Makarov pistol in his briefcase) in the 
abortive Papua New Guinea (PNG) debacle. 

This was Sandline’s most notorious 
operation to date. The idea was to try to 
quell a nine-year insurrection. Conflict 
developed within PNG when the first South 
African mercenary element arrived, all of 
them familiar faces from EO’s operations in 
Angola and Sierra Leone. The PNG 
National Security Council had authorized a 
$36 million contract with the company. 

Eventually it all came to nothing. With 
shrewd Australian connivance, a dispute 
developed between the PNG prime minister, 
Sir Julius Chang, and the head of the PNG 
Defense Force, Brigadier General Jerry 
Singirok, who, in the first place, opposed 
the hiring of foreign soldiers in exchange 
for mineral concessions on Bougainville. A 

Continued on page 66 




by Samuel Zaffi 

Photos: AP/Wide World 


Editor’s Note: This is the conclusion 
of a two-part series about the battle of An 
Loc, arguably among the most important 
battles of the Vietnam War. 


I *able to avoid much of the anti-aircraff ■ ’ 
‘fire by flying above 3,000 feet. But it> 
‘could not fly high enough and still bej\ 
•effective and avoid a Strella heat-seeking „ J 
^missile that honed in on the heat of ar\ 3 
s aircraft’s exhaust and accelerated tc 1 1 
MjlMach 1.3. The Strella did its greatest’, 
i * * damage against slow propel ler-driveij J 
; K Aircraft, and the Spectre was the slowest < 
5'aircraft over An Loc. 

( During the enemy assault on the 14th> 
.,one Spectre had five Strellas fired at him* 3 
> yFour misses — but the fifth hit the ship.] ■ 
Though damaged extensively, the gun-> ! 
"ship managed to make it back to Saigon ?.' 
* A few minutes after this Spectre was hit# ■ 
a U.S. Air Force 0-2 on a forward air- 
control mission over An Loc was also hit 
with a Strella. It was not so lucl^ anc{\ 
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exploded, killing the pilot. 

The introduction of the Strella missile 
forced the U.S. to make adjustments or 
face wholesale destruction of its aircraft. 
Spectre gunships now had to fly above 
6,000 feet and forward air control planes 
above 7,000. Ten thousand was established 
as a safe altitude for C-130 aerial re-supply 
missions. As an added precaution against 
the Strella, the Spectre 
began dropping flares with 
a high infrared signal to 
decoy them. Spectre pilots 
also had to learn to make 
hard turns toward the mis¬ 
sile in order to shield the 
heat pouring from his 
exhaust pipes. 

All these precautions 
did eventually nullify the 
impact of the Strella on the 
battle. They could not, 
unfortunately, win the bat¬ 
tle. That was going to have 
to happen on the ground. 

With that thought in mind. General Minh, 
the III Corps Commander, decided it was 
time to attempt to break the stranglehold 
the enemy had on An Loc. As a first 
step, on the morning of 15 April, he 
dered the elite 1st Airborne 
brigade to break off its 
attack against the enemy 
blocking position around 
Tao O and make a combat 
assault onto Windy Hill and 
Hill 169, both on high ground 3 
kilometers to the southeast of An 
Loc. Here, the 1st Brigade placed 
six howitzers to lend direct support 
for An Loc, then formed a perimeter 
and dug in. Minh also ordered his 
21st Division, which was holding 
the second line of defense outside of 
Lai Khe to move to Tau O and 
attempt to do what the 1st Brigade had 
been unable to do: Punch through the 
■enemy blocking position there and 
reopen the road to An Loc. 

B-52 Pummeling 

There was lull in the ground fighting 
on the 16th, but not in the air war. Fighter 
bombers and B-52s continued to pummel 
the enemy positions around the clock. An 
enemy radio intercept told just how dead- 
I ly the bombing was. The intercept was of 
a battalion commander calling his division 
'; commander with the news that his battal¬ 
ion had been decimated by a B-52 strike 
and he wanted permission to withdraw 
from the area. 

On the morning of the 17th, the 
defenders of An Loc braced for yet 
another wave of ground attacks, but 
they did not come. Instead of the 
ground assault, enemy gunners in the 
surrounding jungle fired more than 




5,000 artillery rounds at the town. The 
fire was so heavy that to step outside of a 
bunker for just a few seconds meant death 
or wounding. Those buildings not already 
blown up by preceding artillery bombard¬ 
ments were flattened by this one. During 
it all, the 10,000 civilians in An Loc — all 
haggard, exhausted, dirty and hungry — 
could do little but huddle in bunkers and 



Inside An Loc, Cobra gunships (left) went 
to work on tanks. Working methodically, 
they hovered over the city streets and 
sent rocket after rocket into enemy tanks. 
One enemy tank commander, seeing a 
Cobra in the distance, began waving a 
white flag and surrendered to the ARVN. 
For two hours, swarms of F-4 Phantoms 
(above) and A-37 fighter bombers flew 
more than 300 sorties, pummeling the 
enemy salients with cluster bombs and 
napalm, (right) One B-52 strike hit an 
entire NVA battalion moving up to rein¬ 
force the attack from the northwest, 
killing more than 100 of the attackers, 
wounding another 200, and destroying 
three tanks. 


holes and endure the shelling. 

The enemy continued the shelling for the 
next two days. Then on 19 April, they struck 
again on the ground. Irritated by the fire they 
were getting from the 1 st Airborne Brigade 
on Windy Hill and Hill 169, they decided to 
eliminate both positions. Led by six tanks, 
more than 3,000 troops from the 275th and 
141st regiments launched assaults, first 
against Windy Hill then against Hill 169. 
The attacks were so relentless that both posi¬ 
tions had to be abandoned. Two companies 
of infantry defending the hills managed to 
make it inside An Loc lines. Two others had 
to fight their way south until finally extract¬ 
ed by helicopter. Both groups suffered terri¬ 
ble casualties in the process. 

At about 1000 hours, troops from the 9th 
VC Division launched a second ground 
attack against An Loc from the north. The 
ARVN defenders stopped the attack cold 
with rifle and machine-gun fire, leaving the 
streets of An Loc littered with enemy dead. 

Unable to break through from the 
north, the commander of the 9th Division 
ordered one of his regiments to make a 
forced march southwest and attack An Loc 
from the south. When the regiment got to 
its staging area, however, they found two 


battalions of the ARVN 1st Airborne 
Brigade already entrenched there. After a 
sharp firefight, the enemy regiment was 
forced to retreat back north. This retreat 
marked the failure of the enemy’s second 
attempt to take An Loc. 

In spite of this failure, the situation in An 
Loc was still precarious. The northern half of 
the city was still in enemy hands, and his 
defenses there were particularly strong and 
unbreachable. The city’s southern half, 
meanwhile, was under increasingly heavy 
enemy attacks by fire around the clock. On 
25 April, the city’s hospital was completely 
destroyed by artillery fire, killing most of its 
300 patients. With no hospital facilities avail¬ 



able and medicine in short supply, wounded 
could no longer receive adequate care. 
Unable to be evacuated because of the 
intense anti-aircraft fire, many wounded 
watched their untreated wounds redden, fes¬ 
ter, then turn gangrenous. To sustain a seri¬ 
ous head, chest or stomach wound was 
almost a certain death sentence. Because of 
the cramped filthy conditions in the bunkers, 
numerous diseases, including cholera, quick¬ 
ly spread among soldiers and civilians alike. 
The untreated wounds, disease and artillery 
fire led to so many dead that it became nec¬ 
essary to resort to mass burials in shallow 
graves using lime dropped from airplanes. 
Even worse, many dead were not buried, and 
the streets of An Loc were covered with rot¬ 
ting corpses and body parts. 

On 20 April, Colonel William Miller, the 
senior adviser to the 5th ARVN Division 
cabled General Abrams with this grim 
report: ‘The division is tired and worn out; 
supplies minimal, casualties continue to 
mount. Wounded a major problem; mass 
burials for military and civilians; morale at 
a low ebb. In spite of incurring heavy loss¬ 
es from U.S. Air Strikes, the enemy contin¬ 
ues to persist.” 

The situation in An Loc was just what 
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the enemy wanted. Intelligence reports indi¬ 
cated they were counting on the rapidly 
accumulating morale problem in the city to 
demoralize the South Vietnamese defenders 
and force them to either surrender or desert. 

Colonel Miller, like all the allied com¬ 
manders, realized what the enemy’s plan 
was, and was determined to foil it. Still, he 
realized unless the city could be re-supplied 
and the wounded rescued, An Loc would 
soon be lost. 

Snacks For Charlie 

Unwilling to risk more C-130s in unsuc¬ 
cessful, low-level paradrops, the Air Force 
had no choice but to switch to night supply 
missions. While infinitely safer, they proved 
much more inefficient. On the night of 27 



April, only six of 116 bun¬ 
dles were recovered. The 
rest drifted into enemy ter¬ 
ritory, providing him with 
munitions, medical sup¬ 
plies and food. One enemy 
soldier captured after the 
battle told his interrogators 
that so many bundles had 
fallen into enemy lines that 
he’d grown fond of eating 
fruit cocktail. 

While the enemy troops 
in the trenches and bunkers 



Troops from the 9th VC Division 
(above) launched a second ground 
attack against An Loc from the 
north. The ARVN defenders 
stopped the attack cold with rifle 
and machine-gun fire, leaving the 
streets of An Loc littered with 
enemy dead, (left) South Viet¬ 
namese troops, transferred from 
the Mekong Delta, move up Route 
13, north from Saigon. The troop¬ 
ers were brought in as reinforce¬ 
ments for intense fighting in 
and near An Loc. 



around An Loc were gorging themselves on 
American food, the 4,000 South Vietnamese 
soldiers and 10,000 civilians inside the city 
were slowly starving. There was so little 
food in An Loc that South Vietnamese 
troops and civilians began fighting over the 
few bundles that did land inside the town. 
The initial high morale shown by the ARVN 
defenders had eroded to the point where 
some units were in a complete state of 
demoralization. In others, some men were 
beginning to talk about surrendering. The 
ineffective aerial re-supply led even senior 
South Vietnamese commanders in An Loc 
to believe that despite Thieu’s pledge to 
hold An Loc, they were, in fact, being aban¬ 
doned. 

Against this grim 
backdrop, the Air Force 
ordered dozens of 
paradrop experts from 
U.S. bases around the 
world to fly immediately 
to Tan Son Nhut Airport 
and figure out a way to 
make night airdrops 
work. These experts were 
the allies’ last straw. If 
they failed to make night 
drops work. An Loc was 
finished. 

Fortunately for An 
Loc, they didn’t fail. In 
short order they discov¬ 
ered that the ARVN 
parachute packers did 
not have the technical 
background or experience to handle the 
more sophisticated packing techniques 
required for the complicated drops over An 
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Loc. When the Americans began packing 
the chutes, results changed dramatically. Of 
the first 88 tons dropped, 68 were recov¬ 
ered, and 19 lost to malfunctions. Only one 
bundle fell into enemy lines. 

As increasing supplies began falling 
into the city, the enemy realized they were 
being forced to make a critical decision. 
The literally thousands of air sorties flown 
against their positions had disrupted their 
supply lines and decimated their front line 
troops. Now that An Loc defenders were 
being supplied adequately, only one hope 
remained for their 
besieging forces. They 
had to launch a smash¬ 
ing attack against the 
city before its defenses 
became too strong, 
and their own forces 
too weak. To guaran¬ 
tee that this last attack 
was decisive the 
enemy high command 
decided to commit its 
entire combat force in 
the area. 

In preparation for 
the attack, the 5th VC 
Division headquarters 
relocated south to Hill 
169. The following day two regiments also 
moved south and took up positions with its 
sister regiment. Next, two Regiments of 
the 7th NVA Division left their blocking 
positions in the Tao O area and moved into 
assault positions south and southwest of 
An Loc. 

The 9th VC Division maintained its 
positions to the north and northeast of An 
Loc. In all, the enemy now had nearly 
25,000 men poised and ready to attack. 
Tasked to stop them were less than 4,000 
ARVN troops and a handful of American 
advisers. At least a quarter of the 4,000 were 
wounded. 

At his headquarters, Gen. Hollingsworth 
had watched the movements of the three 
enemy divisions around An Loc and con¬ 
cluded the obvious: They were going for the 
knockout blow. He was determined, howev¬ 
er, that it should be the allies that delivered 
that blow, not the enemy. If the enemy was 
willing to commit everything he had to this 
final attack, then the allies should also. He 
flew to Saigon and went directly to Gen. 
Abrams’ office. He told Abrams that he 
could smash this enemy attack, but only if 
he had unlimited access to B-52s. 
Chomping on a cigar, Abrams said bluntly, 
“You can have them all.” 

The enemy opened his attack on 11 May, 
just after midnight, with the most intense 
artillery bombardment of the battle. In less 
than an hour, 7,000 rounds hit the city. 
Major Ingram, an ARVN adviser, said that 
the shelling was so intense that to leave 
your bunker for just a second or two meant 
“certain death.” 

With artillery still falling, the enemy 
forces, led by dozens of tanks, attacked the 
city from all sides. The hardest attacks came 


from the northeast and western sectors. 

There the enemy units quickly estab¬ 
lished a salient in the ARVN lines and were 
pushing to link up in order to divide the 
ARVN defenders into two enclaves, which 
the enemy could then defeat separately. 

To stop this linkup, Gen. Hung, the 5th 
ARVN Division commander, shifted his 5th 
Airborne Brigade between the two salients. 
While the 5th held the enemy in place, fight¬ 
er bombers moved to eliminate the salient. 
For the next two hours, swarms of Phantom 
and A-37 fighter bombers flew more than 


Cuts in aid from the United States eroded 
the will of the average South Vietnamese 
soldier, demoralizing him at this most 
critical point of the war. He knew con¬ 
gress could have easily doubled and 
tripled aid to South Vietnam, but chose 
not to; and it chose not to, the South 
Vietnamese knew, because many in con¬ 
gress no longer cared whether South 
Vietnam survived. 


300 sorties, pummeling the enemy with 
hundreds of cluster bombs and napalm. 
When a battalion of more than 500 enemy 
troops tried to overrun the 36th Ranger 
Battalion, they were stopped cold by 
Phantoms dropping “Daisy Cutters” — 
1,000-pound bombs ordinarily used to clear 
helicopter landing zones. The resulting 
blasts killed half the attacking enemy troops 
and threw the rest into shock and confusion. 

Tenacious Enemy Tank 

In spite of the bombing the enemy 
attackers were tenacious and continued 


pushing their attack. One enemy tank, fol¬ 
lowed by a platoon of infantry, even man¬ 
aged to make it to the center of An Loc. 
There the tanks began firing HE rounds at 
the 5 th ARVN Division command post. 
One round killed three of the division’s 
staff officers and wounded five or six 
more. The tank was moving forward to 
crush the bunker under its threads when 
Lt. Col. Gordo Weed, flying an A-37, 
spotted it. Weed went into a steep dive and 
scored a direct hit on the tank with a 250- 
pound bomb. The bomb killed the tank’s 
crew and a number of the supporting 
infantrymen. 

It seemed an easy kill, but pilots like 
Weed had to endure murderous enemy anti¬ 
aircraft fire. To protect their guns better, 
enemy commanders had put them in cluster. 
At one location, the enemy had placed four 
37mm and five 23mm machine guns. They 
were surrounded, in turn, by five or six .51- 
caliber machine guns. Before the morning 
was over, one A-37, one Cobra gun ship and 
two 0-2 FAC planes fell to this concentrat¬ 
ed enemy fire. 

All around An Loc, the enemy kept the 
pressure on with tank thrusts, ground 
attacks, and relentless barrages of artillery 
and mortar fire. It was estimated that enemy 
forces had already suffered nearly 2,000 
dead — and twice that 
number of wounded. 
He was, however, 
quickly replacing his 
casualties from a 
steady stream of 
replacements. With 
these replacements he 
continued the attack 
through the night. 

None of these night 
attacks managed to 
move the ARVN 
defenders. In spite of 
hundreds of their own 
casualties, they were 
holding their ground. 

On the morning of 12 May, the allies 
moved to completely reduce the two enemy 
salients. Propeller-driven A-IE Sky raiders 
with 250-pound bombs and Spectre gun- 
ships began systematically blasting the 
enemy infantry out of An Loc’s rubble. In 
the process, one Spectre was hit with a 
Strella missile. It received extensive dam¬ 
age but managed to limp back to Saigon. 
Another Spectre quickly took its place and 
the fight went on. 

The Sky raiders and gunships eventually 
managed to push back both enemy salients. 
The night of 12 May was overcast, ground¬ 
ing both tactical air and gunships. The 
enemy used this opportunity to launch yet 
another big ground attack, this one spear¬ 
headed by more than 200 Russian tanks. 
The ARVN defenders found themselves 
under direct fire from tanks from the north 
and northeast and threatened by infantry 
assaults from the west and south. 

Continued on page 70 
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Nightriders Fly "That 

Text & 


Others May Live" 

Photos by Dale B. Cooper 


L ieutenant Colonel Doug Tracy feels 
like the Maytag washer repairman, 
waiting for a call that never comes. 
But Tracy, commander of the 48th 
Rescue Squadron, knows the call to rescue a 
downed pilot in Iraq will eventually come, 
and when it does, his Combat Search and 
Rescue teams are ready to fly into “Indian 
Country” and pick up an American pilot 
before the Iraqis can capture him. 

“We’ve been sitting on OSAR alerts in 
Kuwait for about four years, and over those 
years, we have not had to go into Iraq and 
rescue anyone,” said Tracy. “We’ve been 
very fortunate that people have been able to 
get out of the so-called ‘Box’ without us 
having to go in and pull anyone out.” 

Since Tracy took command of the 48th 
Rescue Squadron at Holloman Air Force 
Base, N.M., in September 1996, the 
“Nightriders” have spent 277 days of the 
past 19 months on alert in Kuwait. 

The Nightriders sit and wait at Camp 
Doha, the U.S. Army base where almost 
7,000 soldiers are manning a “speed bump” 
of pre-positioned M1A1 battle tanks and 
Bradley Fighting Vehicles. 

Normal rotation for rescue squadrons 
like the “Nightriders” is 90 days in the sand 
box, stateside for 180 days, and then back to 
Kuwait for another 90 days in the desert. 
These long deployments are doing a number 
on the Nightriders. “Saddam Hussein is the 
reason we’re separated from our families for 
long stretches of time,” explained Tracy as 
he watched his men get ready for a training 
mission. 

“It tears at their families,” Tracy said as 
he recalled the unusually high divorce rate 


in his squadron. “There’s always somebody 
getting divorced, and I believe these deploy¬ 
ments are responsible.” 

“A family can go through two or three of 
these rotations, but when you do it for two 
or three years, it starts tearing at the fabric 
of your family, and makes it very difficult 
for everyone involved.” 





Two rescue choppers making pickup on a 
practice mission in the Kuwaiti desert 
about 15 kilometers from the Iraqi border. 


If something isn’t done soon about 
Saddam, Tracy feels many highly trained 
flight crews are going to “vote with their 
feet” when their commitments to Uncle 
Sam are up. “There are ill feelings toward 
Saddam Hussein, because he’s the reason 
we’re here. If Saddam weren’t in office 
we wouldn’t be here.” When asked about 
a potential solution, Tracy said the answer 
is simple. 

“Saddam Hussein has to leave office; 
somehow he has to be forced out of office,” 
he said. But senior military officers can’t 
advocate assassination of world leaders, 
such as Saddam Hussein, no matter how 
despicable they might be. 


Now that Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein has agreed to a U.N.-brokered deal 
to open eight of his so-called “Presidential 
Sites” to weapons inspectors from the world 
body, the likelihood of an American pilot 
being shot down by ground fire or a surface- 
to-air missile over Iraq is greatly dimin¬ 
ished. But Tracy says the number of “No 
Fly Zone” missions being flown by U.S. 
warplanes as part of Operation Southern 
Watch sets up another scenario: 

Accident Waiting To Happen 

“We are waiting for a plane to go down 
for mechanical reasons. A major hydraulics 
problem that makes the aircraft unstable and 
no longer able to stay airborne,” said Tracy. 
“The most likely scenario would involve the 
pilot getting out a ‘Mayday,’ or maybe a 
wing man would report an aircraft was 
down, a report that could be heard by 
AWACS, an early warning reconnaissance 
aircraft orbiting outside the box.” 

The “Mayday,” or emergency call, 
would then be relayed down to the Air 
Operations Center who in turn would con¬ 
tact the joint Search and Rescue Command, 
and JSRC would notify Tracy and company 
at Camp Doha, about 15 minutes flying 
time from the border of southern Iraq. 

“When we get the launch notification, 
my guys scramble to get airborne and pick 
this person up,” said Tracy as he put two 
CSAR teams to the test for SOF. 

From the moment Tracy yelled, “A 
pilot’s down,” until the time the first heli¬ 
copter was ready to take off, less than 10 
minutes had elapsed. Just like their ances¬ 
tors in Vietnam, the new “Jolly Greens” as 
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(above) Master 
Sergeant Robert 
Bartee mans an 
M-240 machine 
gun while aboard 
an HH-60G.The 
HH-60GS are not as 
heavily armored as 
their predecessors 
during the Vietnam 
War, but they carry 
plenty of firepower 
(left) “Squirrer and 
“Taco Bob ” with 
M4 carbines with 
M203 40mm 
grenade launchers 
and rescue gear. 
Para-rescuemen 
bring enough gear 
with them on a 
mission to survive 
and evade should 
they be left behind. 
In addition to med¬ 
ical kits, they carry 
seven magazines, 
several grenades 
for their 40mm 
grenade launchers, 
and four magazines 
for their 9mm pis¬ 
tols. 


the CSAR teams are still called today, don’t 
go into “Indian Country” alone. 

OSARs are proceeded by Sandys, the 
tactical call sign for the first fixed wing air¬ 
craft to arrive on the scene. But instead of 
single-engine Skyraiders of yesteryear, 
twin-engine A-10 Thunderbolts are current¬ 
ly the aircraft of choice when it comes to 
locating a downed pilot. 


“Once we locate the survivor, we sani¬ 
tize the target area,” said Captain Stephan 
Otto, a member of the 74th Fighter 
Squadron at A1 Jaber, a desert airfield about 
50 miles south-southwest of Kuwait City. 

“If there are bad guys there, we make 
sure they’re not there anymore by persuad¬ 
ing them to leave, or killing them ” 

Asked about the chances of friendly fire 


incidents and mistaken identity, Capt. Otto 
and his wing man, Capt. Marty 
McDonough, said there is always the 
chance of accidentally killing non-combat¬ 
ants. However, their aircraft have been 
upgraded with new electronics since the last 
armed conflict in the Persian Gulf. 

“Since the Gulf War, we have gotten 
LASTE, a system that gives us a computer 
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gun sight which no longer requires us to have 
the right dive angle, and the right air speed 
before dropping bombs or putting the pipper 
on a target. LASTE, an acronym for Low 
Altitude Safety and Target Enhancement, 
does all of this for us,” said Otto. 

LASTE began as an altitude warning 
device, but engineers added CCIP, 
Constantly Computed Impact Point. The A- 
10 became a much more reliable delivery 
system, especially from higher altitudes 
than they flew during the Gulf War. 

“We can now look through our HUD 
[heads up display] and see exactly where that 
bomb is going to go,” said McDonough. 
LASTE also enables Thunderbolt pilots to 
see where their Maverick missiles are look¬ 
ing and thereby reduce somewhat the dan¬ 
ger of “friendly-fire” accidents. “It gives us 
what we call the Grapefruit, symbology in 
the Heads Up Display, that tells you exactly 
where the missile is looking,” Otto said. 
“Previously, before we got LASTE, all you 
knew was where the missile was looking 
when you uncaged it, but as soon as you 
started slewing the missile, you lost your 
ground reference.” 

24-Hour Protection 

A pair of “Warthogs,” as the A-10s are 
affectionately known by the men who fly 
them, stand on “ready alert” around the 
clock at the end of the runway at A1 Jaber. A 
squadron of F-117 Nighthawks, America’s 
premier attack aircraft, are also based there 


along with Air National Guard F-16s and 
Kuwaiti air force F/A-18 Hornets. 

In addition to A-10s, and an assortment 
of fighter aircraft, Navy F-14s and F/A-18s 
along with Marine Corps F/A-18s from two 
aircraft carriers about 100 miles away in the 
Persian Gulf also provide air cover for 
CSAR missions. 

“When Sandy-1 locates the survivor, his 
wing man will come out and escort us in,” 
said Tracy. Still called Jolly Greens or Pave 
Hawks, the HH-60Gs are not as heavily 
armored as their predecessors during the 
Vietnam War, but they carry plenty of fire¬ 
power. Behind the cockpits, two flight engi¬ 
neers man a GAL-2 mini-gun and a 
Belgian-made M-240 general-purpose 
machine gun. Both fire 7.62mm ammuni¬ 
tion. Master Sergeant Robert Bailee mans 
one of the guns on the right side of the heli¬ 
copter. Bartee, the flight engineer, also 
monitors the aircraft’s performance and fuel 
consumption. Bartee feels he’s flying in one 
of the best helicopters in the world. 

“It’s made to be ballistically tolerant to 
small arms and we’ve got defensive systems 
to protect us from manned portable missiles,” 
Bartee said, as he swung into the starboard 
seat and grabbed the gun handles of his M- 
240. Like many of his squadron mates, 
Bartee feels it’s a “mixed blessing” by not 
having anything to do except sit in the desert 
sun and bake like a chocolate chip cookie. 

“You hope that nobody has to have your 
services, but if the opportunity comes up. 


Lieutenant Colonel Doug Tracy (left) took 
command of the 48th Rescue Squadron 
at Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., in 
September 1996. The Nightriders recent¬ 
ly finished a tour of 277 days on alert in 
Kuwait, (above) Captain Jamie Wilson (in 
cockpit), an A-10 pifot and member of the 
74th Fighter Squadron, the Flying Tigers, 
completes a mission at Al Jaber. 


you want to be able to go in and do what 
you’ve been trained to do,” Bartee said. 

“I don’t want anybody shot down or crash¬ 
ing because of mechanical malfunctions, but 
I’m ready to do my job if that does happen.” 

Captain Mitch Graves, one of the pilots 
of Bartee’s bird, feels the same frustration. 
“Crash,” as Graves is called by fellow fliers 
because “my takeoff and landing ratio is not 
exactly equal,” admits it is frustrating to 
dress for games and never get to play. 
Captain Kevin Haff shares the frustration. 

“I’d like to tell you what it’s really like, but 
they haven’t used us on any actual missions 
around here,” Haff says. “It’s good for the 
fighter guys, but it’s kind of tough on us,” 
Graves said, “Because it’s like being in the on- 
deck circle, but never getting up to the plate.” 

Some Nightriders are still bitter about 
not being called to rescue to two Marine 
Hornet pilots when their F/A-18 fighters col¬ 
lided 80 miles off the coast of Kuwait during 
a night refueling mission in early February. 

A decorated pilot, Lt. Col. Henry G. Van 
Winkle, was killed during the mid-air colli¬ 
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sion. Van Winkle was executive officer of 
VMFA 251, the Tornadoes, a Marine Corps 
fighter squadron that traces its lineage back 
to Guadalcanal during World II. 

The squadron’s operations officer, Major 
Cary D. Venden, also ejected from his crip¬ 
pled aircraft and survived. A British heli¬ 
copter crew from H.M.S. Invincible got the 
call of “pilots down” in the North Arabian 
Sea, not the Nightriders, and there are still 
some bitter feelings about being cut out of 
the action. 

The Nightriders felt the task 
should have fallen to an American 
rescue team, not a British team. 

Tough Cookie 

Haff agrees with Bartee about 
the survivability of the Pave Hawk. 

‘This bird is really survivable,” 
said Haff. “Yeah, you’re still here,” 
laughed Graves. 

“It can take 10 Gs of impact 
coming straight down,” Haff 
remarked. 

Graves says critical control 
points have been hardened so it can 
take small hits and keep flying. 

“But it can’t take anything big 
like 12.7mm fire, and the people 
inside can’t take too many hits,” 

Graves said, pointing to ballistical- 
ly resistant seats his crew members 
occupy. 

They also wear protective vests, 

“for whatever they’re worth,” 
added Graves, “But we can’t do too 
well against the big stuff. “ 

Tracy is willing to fly on the 
edge to rescue a downed pilot, but 
only to a point. 

“I’m not going to fly into a situ¬ 
ation where I know my guys aren’t 
going to come back.” 

The HH-60Gs are equipped 
with air to air refueling probes, but 
going deep to rescue a pilot is 
threat-dependent. 

“If you ask any of us if we’d fly 
to Baghdad to pick up a pilot,” said 
Graves, “We’d probably say we’d 
go that far, but is it realistic? Probably not.” 
But pilots in the 48th ROS will go as deep 
as they have to. 

Tracy says his squadron’s motto is: 
“That Others Might Live,” and that includes 
him and the members of his Combat Search 
and Rescue Teams. 

“We don’t want to lose a rescue crew at 
the same time, but we will take amazing 
amounts of risk to pick someone up, but it 
has to be a calculated risk.” 

Australian Commandos 

A 110-strong unit of the elite Special Air 
Service (SAS) has been sent to the Persian 
Gulf. The commandos would be used in 
high-risk search and rescue missions for 
downed allied pilots. The Australian SAS is 
also trained for reconnaissance missions 
and anti-terrorist operations. 

Between Air Force PJs and Army 


Special Forces folks, Capt. Haff says there 
aren’t many places in Iraq CSAR teams 
can’t go to get someone. 

Given his druthers, Doug Tracy would 
rather fly a rescue mission at night in his 
FLIR [Forward Looking Infrared Radar] 
equipped aircraft, but he says the situation 
will dictate whether it’s a nighttime or day¬ 
time operation. 

"Taco Bob" And "Squirrel" 

Staff Sergeant Robert Simmons from 


San Diego, California and Senior Airman 
Jason Baird from Simi Valley, Calif., are a 
couple of PJs, pararescuemen in Doug 
Tracy’s squadron. 

Simmons’ call sign is “Taco Bob,” 
because of his love of tacos and inability to 
get them at Camp Doha. He’s trained to res¬ 
cue personnel in any type of terrain; on land 
or sea. “It doesn’t matter,” said “Taco Bob,” 
as he pointed to some of the gear he carries 
in the helicopter, “We’re ready.” Simmons 
and Baird, whose call sign is “Squirrel,” get 
excited even on training missions. But 
‘Taco Bob” admits it would be nice to have 
some real business. 

“No one likes to see anyone go down, 
but we’re ready in case that happens,” said 
Squirrel. “We spend a lot of time over here 
in the desert, and it gets kind of boring at 
times,” said Simmons, “But when the call 
comes, we’ll get fired up.” When they hop 


off their bird, PJs like “Taco Bob” and 
“Squirrel” go loaded for bear. 

They bring enough gear with them so if 
they get left on the ground, they can survive 
and evade until rescue. PJs not only carry 
more survival gear than a normal air crew, 
but also more weapons and ammunition. In 
addition to their medical kit, PJs carry seven 
magazines for their M4 carbines. They also 
carry a few grenades for their 40mm 
grenade launchers, and four magazines for 
their 9mm pistols. 

“We arm up as much as we 
can,” said Baird, as he adjusted the 
web sling on his weapon, “but one 
of our big concerns is to also stay 
light, ’ cause when we go in, we 
want to make it quick. The heli¬ 
copter is pretty vulnerable out 
there and we just want to run out 
there and grab the guy and get him 
back safely.” 

PJs the likes of Simmons and 
Baird are not only accomplished 
snipers, skydivers, scuba divers 
and mountain climbers, but also 
emergency medical technicians 
who can do everything except open 
heart and brain surgery. But Baird 
confesses he and his buddy do only 
what’s necessary to stabilize an 
injured pilot. Medical personnel 
back at Camp Doha can put the 
pilot back together again if major 
surgery is needed. 

Simmons and Baird also carry 
enough communications gear to 
talk to anyone overhead, including 
AWACS. 

When asked why he chose 
pararescue as a profession, “Taco 
Bob,” age 29, said he loves being 
outdoors. “Squirrel,” who’s only 
21, says the medical training they 
receive far exceeds anything avail¬ 
able in civilian life, and both admit 
they like living on the edge. 

To the average person on the 
street, going deep into enemy terri¬ 
tory to rescue a downed pilot 
would be one of the most frighten¬ 
ing experiences he could think of. But 
“Taco Bob” is not average. 

“If you really knew who went with us, 
you’d have a much safer feeling about it,” 
said Sgt. Simmons, “We have other aircraft 
along that protect us, and clear obstacles out 
of our way.” 

“But if we have trouble, it’s going to 
be big trouble,” said “Taco Bob,” refer¬ 
ring to layers of attack aircraft that stand 
ready to swoop down and scorch the 
earth below in the event Iraqi forces ever 
try to capture a downed American pilot 
before PJs get to him. 

Dangerous Field 

Being a pararescueman is one of the mili¬ 
tary’s most physically and mentally demand¬ 
ing professions. The non-commissioned offi- 

Continued on page 69 



Senior Airman Jason “Squirrel” Baird (left), and Senior 
Sergeant Robert “Taco Bob” Simmons (right), stand with M4 
carbines with M203 40mm grenade launchers at the rear of 
their HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter at Camp Doha, Kuwait. 
They’re part of the 48th Rescue Squadron, which stands by 
to rescue pilots in trouble in the Persian Gulf. 
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Today's Dogs Of War 


Continued from page 57 


revolt by senior PNGDF officers ultimately 
brought down the government. 

The eminence grise in all these dealings 
is a former SBS commando Tony 
Buckingham, who acquired oil stakes in 
Angola. In my own discussions with Lafras 
Luittingh, he was identified as the “moving 
force” in the establishment of EO. 

Buckingham is chairman of Heritage 
Oil, the company that owns Sandline. 
Curiously, both companies today claim they 
do not have (nor ever had) any association 


with EO. This is unsupported since the 
paths of all three — and many other sub¬ 
sidiaries besides — have not only crossed 
on numerous occasions over the past five or 
six years, but, as in the case of PNG, were 
sometimes thoroughly enmeshed. 

One of the most interesting organiza¬ 
tions offering professional military services 
is Military Professional Resources, Inc., of 
Alexandria, Va., run by retired U.S. generals 
and admirals. 

MPRI is quoted by Time as “the greatest 
corporate assemblage of military expertise 
in the world” Ifs that and more. Following 
the Dayton Accord, James Pardew, the 
Pentagon’s point man in the negotiations, 
flew to Sarajevo to urge the Bosnian gov¬ 


ernment to hire MPRI to train its army — a 
contract worth many millions. 

The company has enough insider con¬ 
nections to persuade the Pentagon to hand 
over $100 million worth of weaponry and 
supplies as part of the Bosnian deal. 

The corporation is stated to have more 
than 350 employees and a “resource pool” of 
about 2,000 military officers. President and 
CEO is retired Major General Vernon Lewis, 
who says that MPRI works only in areas 
“approved by the Department of State.” 

Confusion abounds as to whether MPRI is 
in Angola. Company spokesman Lieutenant 
General Ed Soyster said they “would dearly 
love to have an Angolan contract” but had not 
yet been fortunate to get one. Yet, numerous 
reports out of Luanda indicate MPRI has 
been active in this West African state, possi¬ 
bly under another name. American freelance 
journalist Rob Krott, while working for 
AirScan in Cabinda, told me he met MPRI 
staff on visits to the enclave. 

In May 1996, MPRI landed its highest- 
profile assignment to date. The firm was 
granted a three-year Bosnian “Train and 
Equip” contract in Bosnia. 

Certainly the most successful British 
company in this field is DSL: Defence 
Systems, Limited. No newcomer to the 
business, it was formed in 1981 by former 
SAS officer Alastair Morrison, OBE, MC. 
He was awarded his Military Cross in 1973 
for counterinsurgency operations in the 
Dhofar, in Oman. The company’s CEO is 
another SAS veteran, the Honorable 
Richard Bethell, MBE. 

DSL prides itself in having developed 
into one of the world’s largest suppliers of 
specialist security services. Its core business 
is devising and implementing solutions to 
complex security problems in high-risk 
areas, including Algeria, Colombia and 
Angola (BP in all three countries). 

There are also defense/police force con¬ 
tracts in Saudi Arabia, Botswana, Brunei 
and Singapore. At least seven U.N. bodies 
use DSL in security roles in places as 
diverse as the Sudan, Somalia, Rwanda, 
Tanzania and Afghanistan. DSL has offices 
in 10 countries. The group is owned by 
Armor Holdings, Inc., of Jacksonville, Fla. 

Possibly the most startling revelation is 
that while DSL is active in some of the most 
dangerous places anywhere, including 
Colombia and Algeria, staff employed there 
are not armed. “Was this wise?” I asked. We 
read the same newspapers. 

“We work closely with the security 
forces of the countries where we are active,” 
said Richard Bethell. “Government forces 
must provide whatever protection we need, 
military or otherwise. They secure the areas 
where we are active, beforehand. It is our 
job to indicate what, where and how that is 
done, which is part of the contract.” 

“DSL never gets involved in other peo¬ 
ple’s wars. It’s simply not an aspect of our 
business, and business is good.” 

Al J. Venter is SOF’s contributing editor for 
Africa and resides in Washington state. ^ 






NEW ★ UNPRIMED ★ UN PLATED 

HANDGUN BRASS 



380 AUTO 

S 38.00 

$ 72.00 

9 SUPER COMP (9X23) 

S 52.00 

S 97.00 

9MM 

S 36.00 

S 68.00 

9MM+P 

S 37.50 

S 69.50 

9X21 

S 41.00 

S 72.00 

9MM MAKAROV 

S 39.00 

S 70.00 

9MMLARGO 

S 45.00 

S 79.00 

9MM WIN MAG 

S 60.00 

S105.00 

38 SUPER 

S 41.00 

S 72.00 

38 SUPER+P 

S 49.00 

S 92.00 

38 SPECIAL 

S 35.00 

$ 65.00 

38 SPECIAL+P 

S 36.50 

S 66.50 

38 SUPER COMP 

S 49.00 

S 92.00 

38 SHORT COLT 

$ 39.00 

$ 70.00 

38 LONG COLT 

S 41.00 

S 74.00 

32 H&R MAG 

S 48.00 

S 91.00 

357 MAG 

S 38.00 

S 70.00 

44 MAG 

S 48.00 

S 90.00 

44 SPECIAL 

S 48.00 

S 91.00 

41 MAGNUM 

S 48.00 

S 91.00 

45 AUTO 

S 46.00 

S 06.00 

45 AUTO+P 

S 56.00 

SI 04.00 

45 SUPER 

$ 60.00 

S111.00 

45 COLT 

S 50.00 

S 93.00 

45 WIN MAG 

S 66.00 

SI 19.00 

lOMM 

S 49.00 

S 92.00 

40 S&W 

S 48.00 

S 91.00 

lOMM MAGNUM 

S 63.00 

Si 17.00 

445 SUPER MAG 

SI 30.00 

5228.00 

45 S&W SCHOFIELD 

S 56.00 

S 96.00 

44 RUSSIAN 

S 56.00 

S 96.00 

358 TSW 

S 51.00 

$ 89.00 

357 SIG 

S 53.00 

S 94.00 

32/20 

S 65.00 

SI 17.00 

38/40 

S 65.00 

$118.00 

454 CASULL 

S 98.00 

SI 84.00 

44/40 

S 60.00 

S1 08.00 

45/70 

$ 1 43-00 

$270.00 

400 COR-BON 

S 55.00 

S 96.00 

7.62X25 TOKAREV 

S 61.00 

SI 07.00 

30 MAUSER 

$ 61.00 

SI 07.00 



Starline „ 


Maker of America’s 
Finest Handgun Brass 


1300 West Henry Street • P.O. Box 833 

Sedalia, MO 65301 

800-280-6660 • 660-827-6640 

FAX 660-827-6650 

Visit our World Wide Web site at 

www.starlinebrass.com 


Prices Include shipping and handling within the United States 
except Alaska and Hawaii. Prices effective March 17,1998, 
and subjectio change without notice. TERMS: Payment must 
accompany order. VISA, MasterCard, Discover, cashiers 
check, money order, personal checks accepted. 

Orders subject to check 
clearance, 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


L0CKA |D W 

Specifically designed to pick ^ H 

tumbler locks. Designed over thirty ” 

years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid “Gun." Prices include a copy of the book 
M Lockpicking Simplified." 

Lockaid $69.95 _ 1 11 it i| 1 


PIX MODEL 13 ii 

This deluxe yet compact kit 

features 11 of the most commonly 

used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 

for discreet undercover operatives. As a ^ 

special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded 

picks is included. A 16-piece set total. ^/Jj 

Also included, a copy of "Lockpicking 

Simplified.” Receive all this at a low price of 

Pix 13 $42.95 


PXP 8 flA 

• Shirt Pocket Size. -K 

• Top Grain Cowhide 
Leather. 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension * \ 

Wrenchs and Broken Key c 
Extractor. \\ 

• All Picks with Metal N. 

Handles. > 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 8 $24.95 


PXP 10 

• Shirt Pocket Size. V" 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. ^ \ x 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 


Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 

Tubular Locks $8.95 

Lockout and forced entry $11.95 

Involuntary Repression $10.95 


/ 


Safe & Vault manipulation 
How to Pick Pins & Wafers 
Combination Locks 
Keys by Impressioning 
Key Casting Manual 
Locks, Picks, Clicks 



r4 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 


ESP-13 # I J ' damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 (£55}) 

different tools housed in a handsome black leather case $17.95 

designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 
"Lockpicking Simplified." 17-piece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most effective tubular pick on the market, unite the larger picks with long 

handles or screwdriver handles. The longer the tool, the more pressure needed ^ 

which causes easy breakage. The advantage of the MW Pick is it is so short, $79.95 

you only use your thumb and index finger. With a little practice this tool will open a tubular lock in less than a minute. 
A \bur Choice: ( 1 ) Center ( 2 ) Offset left (3) Offset right; a "Segal" 8 pin tubular C 5 -pin Tubular Q frpin Tubular, E. 8 -Pin Ace. 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double¬ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 

The most fantastic tool you will 
El6CtriC Picks ever use. This set consists of two 

base keys and pick. Complete in¬ 
structions included. 

$29.95 


P, X-EZ | 

All-In-One 

Pick-Set 

100% American Madel _ V 

As convenient to carry ™ 

and use as a pocket knife! * 

Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS Mk 

Made of the finest blue tempered / J IVV 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock s | ' 

pick-set is a must in every lock¬ 
smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES — 5 ITEMS 

1-SCHALGE WAFER SET.Sg J? 

1 -SESAMEE DECODER . $ 17 9 5 

1-WKS PICKS.$ 9*05 

1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS. S 2 fl!ss 

A VALUE OF $ 147.75 
AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 


MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$59.95 



MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, ( 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 
Tension Wrenches, 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 




The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 

E100C (3 volt). $ 99.95 


Catalog $3.00 — Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 
on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 
rece ived. 

hiJiW All major credit cards 
accepted. _ 


MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 


The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without make 
believe or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 


Send to 
Steve Arnolds 
Gun Room 


J ** hi I|l I h41IIJ k j J genuine persons Postage & handling 

within this industry $ 6.00 

^ Overseas postage add 

30% of total. 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF8, Dexter, OR 97431; (541 )726-6360 MuSt be 

Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail: gunroom@pacwest.net 
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Baden K9 

& Tactical School 

Offering both trained dogs and training in: anti¬ 
terrorist/hostage extraction, perimeter'& crowd control, 
surveillance, counter measures, S.A.R., special ops. for 
military, law enforcement and corporate interests. 
U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. specialists on-site. We offer the most 
intense and comprehensive training courses in the world. 
From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of New York 
City, our dogs have proven their courage and stability. 

For more information, 
please contact us at: 

TEL.: (905) 562 - 3095 

FAX: (905)562-4242 

E-mail: 

badenk9@vaxxine.com 



“There Can Be Only One” 

Strongest is an absolute term in defining strong 

Lock strength in a folding knife is our number one concern and, 
it should be your first consideration in choosing a folding knife. 

After all the only thing you have to lose is your fingers! 

The Pioneer Series 
Rolling Lock™Strong 
Three Blade Styles 
Specifications 
Blade Steel ATS-34 
Blade Length 3.20 
Handle Length 4.05 
Over All Length 7.25 
Liners Stainless Steel 
Scales Black G-10 

$129.95 

Shippi n g $5.00 _ 

R.E.K.A.T Exclusive Rolling Loc^The STRONGEST one handed 
folding, blade lock knife in the World (U.S. Patent 5,685,079) 




Pocket Hobbit with Breakfront Kydex Sheath 
$179.95 $5.00 Shipping 


SPECIFICATIONS 
Blade Steel ATS-34 RC59-60 
Blade length 3 15/16th 
Handle Length 4 15/16th 
Over All Length 8 7/8th 
Liners Stainless Steel 
Scales Black G-10 


Complete Product Catalog 
and 19X26 Poster $5.00 

Dealer Inquiries 
Write or Fax 


Visit our web site http:// www.roundeye.com 

Round Eye Knife and Tool Company 

American Innovation and Craftsmanship 

P.O. BoxB18Sagle, Idaho 83860 (208)265-8858 

FAX (208) 263-0848 Email : roundeye@nidlink.com 
Credit Card Orders (888) 801-8858 Visa and Mastercard 


The Gun Club 


Continued from page 43 


when possible, the aluminum alloy parts 
are hard-coat-anodized. Everything is then 
painted with Teflon-S polymer and baked. 
In addition to the colors mentioned, tan 
and brown are also available. The attribut¬ 
es of this finish are numerous. It produces 
a low-friction coating, free of so-called 
“stick-slip” (smear) characteristics, com¬ 
bined with excellent resistance to corro¬ 
sion. In addition, very little, if any, lubrica¬ 
tion is required and cleaning merely entails 
disassembly and wiping the components 
with a clean, soft rag. Handguns with this 
type of finish should be placed into leather 
holsters only. 

The Alternative Force Block is an inno¬ 
vative piece of equipment superbly execut¬ 
ed and those who anticipate finding them¬ 
selves in CQB environments will find it to 
be a valuable ancillary to their handguns. 
DVC Armaments is capable of providing 
custom gunsmithing to armed professional 
specifications. ^ 



Headed by former U.S. Navy SEAL 
Harry Humphries, Global Studies Group, 
Inc. (GSGI) specializes in worldwide 
law-enforcement and security training 
programs and numbers among its clients 
allied governments, municipal police 
departments and multinational corpora¬ 
tions. GSGI is comprised mainly of for¬ 
mer U.S. Navy SEALs and senior law- 
enforcement personnel, who are recog¬ 
nized as leading authorities in a wide 
range of military and law-enforcement 
disciplines. SOF *s Technical Editor, 
Peter G. Kokalis, is a GSGI instructor. 
The company provides training and tech¬ 
nical support in the following areas: spe¬ 
cial-operations training, executive pro¬ 
tection, asset protection and operational 
security audit. Training programs include 
firearms marksmanship and tactics with 
handguns, shotguns, tactical carbines, 
countersniper systems and automatic 
weapons; knife fighting; martial arts; 
military and law-enforcement HRT tac¬ 
tics, guard-force operations, border- 
intrusion and insurgency operations; 
counterterrorist driving; and technical 
security services and counter measures. 
All of GSGI’s training programs are pre¬ 
sented in a high-speed, low-drag manner 
by an instructor staff widely acknowl¬ 
edged as the elite among the elite. 

Corporate entities, government agen¬ 
cies, military organizations, law-enforce¬ 
ment departments or individuals seeking a 
schedule of courses open to the public 
should contact GSGI at P.O. Box 1006, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92605; phone: 
310-637-7166; or fax: 310-637-7154. 

— P.G.K. 
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Continued from page 65 


cer-in-charge of the PJs in the 48th Rescue 
Squadron says the job is also one of the most 
dangerous in the Air Force. 

“We make it as safe as it can be,” said 
Technical Sergeant John Kingsley. “But 
just about everything we do is deadly if 
we do it wrong.” 

Kingsley gave up a “poster boy” career 
as a recruiter in the United States Marine 
Corps for a tougher way of life in the Air 
Force. His people, Kingsley insists, are the 
best trained people in the world. 

“We’re always in the gym working out,” 
said Baird, “Keeping our bodies in good 
shape. And we’re constantly training in dif¬ 
ferent rescue scenarios and retraining in 
medical scenarios to keep our rriinds sharp.” 

Running five to 10 miles a day and full- 
body workouts enable PJs to carry an 
injured pilot and their equipment without 
tiring. Pararescuemen train as if their own 
lives depend on it, as well as the lives of 
those being rescued. 

“We have to have strength and 
endurance,” said ‘Taco Bob.” The man can 
bench press about 285 pounds. He can run 
through the hot desert with a 185-pound 
pilot slung over his shoulder. 

On the way to the pickup zone, PJs drink 
enough water to float a boat. 

“If you’re well-hydrated, you’re ahead 
of the game,” said Baird. “You’re thinking 
sharp, you’re not going to get exhausted as 
quickly as someone who hasn’t had enough 
water to drink.” 

“We always top off,” said ‘Taco Bob.” 
“And if things really get hairy on the ground, 
we can hydrate quickly by infusing some IV 
solutions we carry in our medical kit” 

Asked if Arnold Schwarzenegger could 
hack it as a PJ, Sgt. Simmons said, “I think 
he’s a little too slow. He’s a big guy. Most 
PJs aren’t big and bulky like Arnold. You 
need to be in the medium range to do all of 
the things we do.” 

PJs are also equipped with night-vision 
goggles and sniper rifles. But “Taco Bob” 
and “Squirrel” don’t plan to do any long- 
range shooting in the event the 
“Nightriders” have to answer a “911” call 
from a downed flier in Iraq. 

Rescue personnel are going to make 
tracks like die little “Green Feet” that are 
embroidered on their name tags — a sign 
they are following in the footsteps of the 
“Jolly Green Giant” that rescued hundreds 
of downed fliers during the Vietnam War. 

A senior SOF Foreign Correspondent , 
Dale B. Cooper has provided numerous 
first-hand accounts of the American mili¬ 
tary in action. 

Editor's Note: The 48th Rescue 
Squadron is back home now. “Taco Bob ” is 
no doubt wolfing down some of his favorite 
namesake food. 


QUALITY MAKES IT A COLT ! 

• Available With a Reinforced Nylon Sheath -OR- in a Pocket Clip Version 

• Stainless Steel Hex Screw Construction For Easy Field Stripping 

• Tempered Stainless Steel Blade With One-Hand Thumb Stud 

• Super Hard Coat Finish For Extra Corrosion Resistance , 

• State-of-the-Art Liner Lock Mechanism 

• Lightweight Aluminum Handle ' 

• Closed Length: 4-3/4" V 

• Blade Length: 3-5/8" jjf 


H25 United Blvd. 
Sevierville. TN 37876 
©! 998 New Colt Holding Co., Irw 


m 




m 





CT24 and CT25 
can be easfly 
switched between 
two gripping 
positions 


lb\AN lNV£NTOeY OF OVER 
mm 1/2 BILLION GUN PARTS 


||||1-!,!;/ Featuring an inventory of over 1/2 
|||: jj! £ Billion gun parts we have for sale. An 
Hi Hp* 800+ P a 9 e catalog with exploded 
pg v jiy drawings that are invaluable to the 
mm \ gunsmith or hobbyist. Commer- 
H\ A cial, military, antique & foreign 

■ finN gun parts (many exclusively avail- 
B 7 able from us) are listed and pric- 

■ ; /S\ ed along with accessories, surplus 
H & specialty items. A veritable en- 

I ■ \ cyclopedia of gun parts, catalog 

J ’ (l| 'L will pay for itself with info and 
M \ time saved in identifying parts. 

U.S. SEND $7.95 (Allow 4-6 Weeks) 
or $12.00 (Immediate UPS Delivery) 

Foreign Surface $13 00 Foreign Airmail $25.00 


ft f i?" 


Available at your local knife retailer or 
distributor. For more Information on a dealer 
near you call 1-800-548-0835 and ask for Dept. SOF 
or Fax 423-428-2267. Dealer and distributor inquiries 
invited. Exclusively from United Cutlery Brands. 


Own A 
Town 

Entire 100 plus acre town 

FOR SALE! 

You’ll own over 30 buildings in the 
Pacific northwest, 1.5 miles of river 
the Post Office, the cemetary 
A World Class Property that’s a 

once in a lifetime opportunity 

$1,250,000 

For more information phone 

( 800 ) 822-8211 

_ Principles Only 
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ELECTRIC LOCK PICK 




Most elec¬ 
tric lock pick ads 
are grossly exagger¬ 
ated - and most electric 
lock picks are grossly overpriced. 

Enter the EIOOHO by SouthOrd, Ma¬ 
chined aluminum construction and a 4.5 volt 
motor combine with precision, durability and fac¬ 
tory support to bring you the greatest value in the industry, In¬ 
cludes four picking needles, three tension tools, and adjustment 
wrenches. EIOOHO (assembled) - $179.95 

EIOOHO Kit-$99.95 

AUTO 
WEDGIE 

For police officers, repo 
people, wrecker drivers, auto repair 
shops, car dealers, and anyone who 
needs to open a vehicle, this tool that we fondly 
call “The Auto Wedgie", is about all you'll ever need. 

Forget about spending hundreds of dollars on specialty tools, 
bent wire devices, jigglers, tryout keys and so on. This “wonder 
tool”, by SouthOrd, opens-just about every car, van, and small 
truck on the road-even the new models that are immune to a 
slim jim. We know it all sounds just too good to be true—but buy 
one, and you will be a believer! The set comes complete with a 
Slide Rod, and a Nylon Wedge for compromising convertibles. 
SJW-3 $79.95 



SAP 

GLOVES 

I love these gloves—used 
them for years! They’re great protec¬ 
tion when climbing fences during a foot 
pursuit, just riding your ‘cycle, or protect¬ 
ing your knuckles when some cowboy decides to run his face 
into them! Each glove has 8 oz of powdered lead embedded in 
the knuckle area. Discreet protection. State size when ordering. 
D-100 (deerskin) $69.95 pr. D-50 (cowhide) $39.95 pr. 


BRASS 
KNUCKS 

A blast from the past! These “1928" knuckle dusters take us 
back to the days of prohibition, black sedans, and “Tommy” guns. 
They look great just laying on your desk, holding down those 
important papers. And believe it or not, they are so slick that 
many of our customers have used them to make foot pegs for 
their Harleys! 

KNB (brass) $13.50 each; $24.40 per pair 
KNA (aluminum) $8.00 each; $14.50 per pair 



SOUTHORD 
RECON FIGHTER 



Ok guys, if you like a fighting knife that’s built like a Hummer, 
we’ve got one forya! This beauty is heavy—and heavy duty. All 
stainless steel construction with checkered rubber handles. The 
feel reminds me of my old S&W 66 with the Pachmyers—it’s 
rugged, reliable, and it won’t let me down! Believe it—once you 
buy one of these "picks”, you’ll never let it go! Comes complete 
with a Web sheath. Overall length, eight and one quarter inches. 
KN-2n $29.95 



SOUTHERN 

ORDNANCE 


THE SOUTHERN ORDNANCE CATALOG -loaded with hard to find items 
- Locksmith Tools, Pellet Riffles, Crossbows, Switchblades, Transmitters, 
Bug Detectors. Books, and Videos, Boxing Equipment Police Supplies and 
Much, Much, Much More! Only $5.00 or FREE with any order. 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD. AMERICAN EXPRESS. OPTIMA 
WARNING: Check Slate and Local Laws. Must be 18 years or older to order 


www.southord.com 

e-mail: sales@southord.com 
P.O. Box 279 * Babson Park, FL33827 

CAU:(941) 638-2499 . FAX. (941) 638-2486 


Hold or Die, Part II 


Continued from page 61 


Eighteen B-52s came to the rescue. 
Bombing target boxes, some of which 
were only 600 meters from the ARVN 
perimeter, the 18 ships dropped nearly 
2,000 500- and 750-pound bombs on the 
attacking forces. One bomb run destroyed 
five tanks and a forward ammunition 
dump. The explosion rocked the entire area 
and could be seen for miles around. 
Around 0200 hours the attack stopped. 

This failed attack bolstered ARVN 
morale, but brought no relief from the 
steady rain of artillery and mortar fire on the 
city. Many in An Loc estimated that a round 
hit the city every five seconds, around the 
clock. Although the fire could not break the 
ARVN resolve to hold, it continued killing 
and wounding countless soldiers and civil¬ 
ians, few of whom could get even the most 
basic medical attention. 

While the artillery rained down on An 
Loc, the enemy 5th and 9th divisions start¬ 
ed withdrawing from the battlefield and 
heading to a safe haven in Cambodia. 
According to captured enemy soldiers, both 
divisions had little choice but to withdraw. 
The constant allied bombing, coupled with 
a lack of food and medical care, was caus¬ 
ing major breakdowns in enemy morale and 
fighting spirit. Some troops, it was reported, 
were no longer responding to orders from 
their superior officers. 

It was not surprising. Of the more than 
40,000 enemy soldiers who laid siege to 
An Loc in early April, 10,000 were now 
dead and 15,000 wounded. Captured pris¬ 
oners from the 9th VC Division reported 
that there were only 30 to 40 men left in 
each of the 9^8 battalions. Prisoners from 
the 7th NVA Division told a similar tale of 
woe. One reported that two regiments 
from the division were almost completely 
destroyed. 

South Vietnamese casualties were not as 
bad, but grievous nonetheless. Approx¬ 
imately 2,300 ARVN soldiers were killed in 
the battle and another 3,000 wounded. 
Another 1,000 civilians died in An Loc 
from wounds and diseases. The fate of thou¬ 
sands of civilians who attempted to flee An 
Loc is unknown. Hundreds were forced to 
be porters and laborers for the besieging 
enemy forces. How many died from bombs 
and shells is a mystery, but the figure was 
surely high. 

Americans suffered the least in the bat¬ 
tle, with six dead and 17 missing. Most of 
the missing were from air crews. In addition 
to the dead, the U.S. lost three fighter 
bombers, three C-130 cargo planes, a 
Spectre gunship, three FAC planes and a 
reconnaissance aircraft. 

History would show it to have been a 
futile sacrifice. 

A week after the close of the battle, the 
Nixon administration officially declared 
that An Loc proved the president’s 


Vietnamization policy was a success. 
Privately he had his doubts that South 
Vietnam could go it alone. In Paris, his 
National Security Adviser, Henry Kissinger, 
was holding peace talks with the North 
Vietnamese. They, to Nixon’s frustration, 
would not agree to a ceasefire agreement 
and to return all U.S. POWs until the U.S. 
withdrew all its artillery forces from South 
Vietnam, including advisers, and ceased all 
U.S. military action in support of South 
Vietnam. 

In January 1973, an agreement ending 
the war in Vietnam was signed in Paris by 
the United States, the South Vietnamese, the 
North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong. The 
settlement called for the U.S. to withdraw 
all its troops and advisers and to dismantle 
all its military bases in Vietnam. The com¬ 
munists, in turn, agreed to release all their 
POWs, both U.S. and foreign. 

The North Vietnamese began their final 
offensive in January of 1975. With South 
Vietnam’s forces concentrated in the north¬ 
ern provinces, the communists attacked and 
seized the poorly defended province of 
Phuoc Long, northwest of Saigon. 

With Nixon now having resigned the 
presidency because of Watergate, things 
began to transpire just as Giap said they 
would. President Gerald Ford did not use 
the B-52s against the attacking enemy 
forces in Phuoc Long. This fact motivated 
the North Vietnamese to launch an even 
bigger offensive in the Central Highlands. 
In early March, with no B-52s to hinder 
them, communist forces captured the town 
of Ban Me Thuot in the Central Highlands. 
Realizing that he was facing a much 
stronger force in the Highlands than he 
could contend with, President Thieu 
ordered his forces there to abandon the area 
and pull back into an enclave around 
Saigon. Because of confused orders the 
withdrawal from the Highlands turned into 
a panicked retreat. Rumors of the 
Highlands debacle triggered another frantic 
retreat in the northern provinces, where in a 
matter of days Quang Tri, Hue and Danang 
fell. Giap had figured that it would take 
until 1976 to conquer the South. To his sur¬ 
prise, communist tanks were in Saigon on 
30 April 1975. 

Communist Celebration 

Although the town of An Loc was 
bypassed during this final offensive, com¬ 
munist forces eventually occupied the 
town. One of the first things they did was 
to destroy the memorial the townspeople 
had erected to the ARVN Rangers who had 
so bravely and tenaciously defended the 
town. With sledgehammers, communist 
soldiers beat it into hundreds of small 
pieces, then scattered them as their own 
memorial to the war. 

Samuel Zaffiri served in Vietnam as a 
mortarman in the 1 st Infantry Division. He 
authored Hamburger Hill, a non-fiction 
account of the controversial Vietnam battle , 
and the biography Westmoreland. ^ 
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Good By Any Measure 

In conclusion, then, let us return to our 
original criteria for an infantry rifle and 
compare the G36 to them. The G36 certain¬ 
ly meets our weight criterion. The assault- 
rifle version weighs only 3.3kg and the car¬ 
bine 3kg. As to reliability, we experienced 
absolutely no failures of any sort in our test 
firing of the G36, although our test was 
admittedly insufficient for more than a gen¬ 
eral impression of the rifle’s reliability. It 
should be noted, however, that during test¬ 
ing of the G36 at the U.S. Army’s desert 
test facility at Yuma, Ariz., there was not a 
single stoppage in more than 24,000 rounds 
fired under incredibly harsh conditions. The 
test protocol consisted of firing 240 rounds 
on uninterrupted (except to change maga¬ 
zines) full automatic, submerging the G36 
into a barrel of water until it quit boiling, 
removing the rifle, shaking it free of water, 
then repeating the process. The test rifle 
was cleaned at the end of each day after fir¬ 
ing 6,000 to 8,000 rounds. This perfor¬ 
mance confirms the impression gained dur¬ 
ing our limited firing of the G36 with sev¬ 
eral types of ammunition. 

Is the G36 maintainable? According to 
the manufacturer, cleaning is really neces¬ 
sary only about every 5,000 rounds. While 
the author cannot in good conscience rec¬ 
ommend this procedure, it does show con¬ 
fidence by H&K. Also, the polymer com¬ 
ponents can be cleaned using either sol¬ 
vent, water-based solvent, plain water, or 
compressed air. As noted previously, after 
firing hundreds of rounds, there was no 
noticeable fouling or residue buildup in 
the G36 receiver that the author examined. 
We have already noted the ease of both 
user and organizational maintenance. And, 
finally, the G36’s simplicity is remarkable. 
The operating system is, to this writer at 
least, “as good as it gets.” The control 
placement made the learning curve on the 
G36 extremely short. The sights are excel¬ 
lent. Disassembly and assembly of the 
G36 are simple and almost intuitive with 
minimal instruction. In sum, then, we feel 
that the G36 fits our definition of the ideal 
infantry rifle in virtually every respect. 
We have only two minor reservations. We 
prefer a lighter trigger, but this is a sub¬ 
jective judgment that can, as stated previ¬ 
ously, be overcome with training and use. 
The only real, albeit minor, complaint 
about the G36 is the forearm that over¬ 
heats too quickly, but H&K is in the 
process of designing a forearm heat 
shield. Our final assessment, then, is that 
Heckler & Koch have definitely hit the 
mark with their new G36. 

It is truly a soldier’s rifle. 

A former Marine intelligence officer, 
Charlie Cutshaw is now an editor for 
Jane’s. X 
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edge of the tripod bracket to retain the chest 
in a secure manner. These chests were used 
until the M1917A1 was phased out, which 
was actually well before all of the other 
U.S. Browning machine guns were replaced 
by the dreadful M60 GPMG. That was more 
than four decades ago and by now these 
chests have become very difficult to locate. 
The most commonly available .30 caliber 
steel chest at this time, designed for belts of 
7.62x51mm NATO ammunition, but retain¬ 
ing the old dimensions, is devoid of the 
latching mechanism just described. 

This is unfortunate as the M1917A1 tri¬ 
pod, which is readily available, remains the 
mount of choice for all those who shoot .30 
caliber BMGs, as it will accept the 
M1919A4/A6 guns, as well. Although 
heavy, it’s the most stable firing platform 
available for these machine guns. My close 
friend, Kent A. Lomont (Dept. SOF, Lomont 
Precision Bullets, RR 1, Box 34, Salmon, 
Idaho 83467; phone: 208-756-6819; fax: 
208-756-6824; e-mail: klomont@ix.net- 
com.com), who is without doubt the largest 
Class-3 dealer in the United States, has 
designed an adaptor for the M1917A1 tripod 
that will hold the current .30 caliber ammu¬ 
nition boxes. Of all-steel construction and 
painted olive drab, this adaptor is every bit 
as sturdy as the M1917A1 tripod itself. The 
cost is only $75, postpaid. A lip on the adap¬ 
tor slides down the rear of the tripod’s brack¬ 
et and is held in place by a steel rod and 
hitch pin at the bottom. With their lids open 
or off, the ammo cans are retained by a 
rolled bar on top of the adaptor. This is a 
really slick piece of equipment. 

M1A/M14 Stocks 

There can be no more than 40 to 50 orig¬ 
inal military-contract M14s registered to 
individuals. They sell for $5,750 up to 
$6,500. Springfield Armory in Geneseo, Ill. 
made a significant quantity of selective-fire 
M14s (worth now about $3,000 each) and no 
doubt a substantial number of individuals 
converted Ml As to M14 configuration prior 
to 19 May 1986. These latter conversions 
sell for no more than $2,500 each. I own two 
Ml4s and am completely aware that selec¬ 
tive-fire capability in light rifles such as this 
and the FN FAL and H&K G3 is in almost 
all scenarios a useless feature. But, that 
doesn’t stop them from being highly desir¬ 
able pieces of U.S. militaria. There are also 
many thousands of semiautomatic-only 
MlA-type rifles out there, the best of which 
have been made by Springfield Armory and 
a small body of custom assemblers. 

All of them use stocks and some of them 
are badly in need of replacement stocks. My 
TRW M14 was equipped with a synthetic 
stock that would have gagged a maggot. 
The world’s largest inventory of M14 stocks 
and ancillary equipment is available from 


Fred’s (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 629, Ramseur, 
NC 27316; phone: orders — 800-979-2144, 
info: 336-879-2144; fax: 336-879-2143). 

Fred focuses exclusively on the 
Ml 4/Ml A and his assortment of stocks and 
associated items is truly astounding. In 
addition to stocks Fred sells M14 hand- 
guards, both slotted and solid — including 
the extremely rare and mysterious black 
handguards (always use solid handguards, 
as the slotted variety permit heat risers to 
come up between the front and rear sights); 
M14 slings (web and nylon); M14 cleaning 
kits and original hinged buttplates. 



(above) Springfield Armory Ml 4 with more 
common M14E2 birch stock; below — 
extremely rare walnut M14E2 stock; and bot¬ 
tom— Ml A with “Big Red” birch stock, (right) 
TRW Ml4 with Rhodesian desert camouflage 
pattern on synthetic stock. One of many cam¬ 
ouflage patterns available from Fred’s. 



Fred has stocks in walnut, birch and syn¬ 
thetic. Birch is tougher than walnut, but the 
G.I. brown synthetic stock is the strongest of 
all. These stocks are available in conditions 
ranging from used to new. Synthetic stocks 
are also available in a number of camouflage 
patterns, including LRRP (9th Inf Div pat¬ 
tern), green Woodland, Ambush (German 
World War II pattern), Lizard and SWAT 
Black. I have one in a desert Rhodesian pat¬ 
tern. Be sure to specify whether it’s for an 
M14 or MIA, as the camouflaged MIA 
stocks have the selector cutouts filled in. 

Most interesting is the excellent M14E2 
stock with its pistol grip, front vertical grip 
and rubber butt recoil pad. Together with a 
muzzle stabilizer and sturdy bipod it was 
supposed to tame the M14 in full-auto fire. It 
did not do so, but the E2 stock is a superb 
firing platform. Most of these E2 stocks 
were made of birch. Only about 10,000 were 
made, most of them at Long Branch, 
Canada, by Canadian Arsenals, Ltd. Even 
more rare are the very few E2 stocks made 
of walnut at Springfield (the government 
arsenal). Rock Island and Anniston. Fred has 
both types, but the walnut E2 stock is expen¬ 
sive. A special sling is required for the E2 
stock. With any purchase from Fred’s you 
will receive information about the DCM 
program, which all of us must support to the 
fullest extent possible. ^ 
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say that there has been an explosion ashore 
reported to me. I request the nature of that 
explosion.” Mechlenburg’s report was not 
long in coming: “There have been at least 
two penetrations of the magnetic coils at 
Sydney Head. A torpedo has hit a receiving 
ship and exploded. A second torpedo has run 
up on the beach and has not exploded. The 
Admiral recommends that you put to sea 
immediately.” 

And so the U.S.S. Chicago weighed 
anchor and made for the open sea. On the 
way out, as we passed through the harbor 
entrance, Captain Bode turned to Lt. Cmdr. 
Mechlenburg and asked, “Commander, 
have you ever seen a periscope? Do you 
know what one looks like?” Mechlenburg 
who was looking out over the side raised his 
arm and said, “Yes, sir. It looks just like 
that.” His outstretched arm pointed to the 
• periscope of the third Japanese midget sub¬ 
marine that penetrated Sydney Harbor the 
night of 31 May - 1 June 1942. 

What was the HMAS Kuttabul , the 
nearby depot ship that was destroyed, with 
the loss of life of 21 Australian sailors? 
The Kuttabul was a converted ferry boat 
which had been commissioned by the 
Australian Navy and used as a barracks 
vessel. The torpedo that destroyed her was 
meant for the Chicago. But why didn’t it 
hit the Chicago ? 

My theory is that when we went to gen¬ 
eral quarters, the M Division (commanded 
by Lieutenant George Chipley, Annapolis, 
’37) started to light off boilers. The skipper 
of the Japanese submarine, spotting black 
smoke coming from the stacks of the 
Chicago , assumed our heavy cruiser was 
underway, our clipper bow contributing to 
the illusion. So he fired his two torpedoes 
with a lead angle. Both torpedoes missed 
the Chicago — the first hit the Kuttabul , 
and the second, net cutter around its war 
head, skidded up on the beach but failed to 
detonate. 

The net cutter consisted of four blades, 
one for each quadrant, each in the form of 
a wavy kris. The Australian Navy, in 
appreciation of Chicago's efforts, removed 
the net cutter, mounted it on a fine piece of 
polished wood and presented it to the 
ship’s company with appropriate ceremo¬ 
ny. The hitch, though, was that if the ship 
rolled and someone had the misfortune to 
lose his balance in the passageway where 
the net cutter was mounted, it would have 
drawn and quartered him. 

So it’s just as well that the trophy went 
down with the Chicago when she was sunk by 
Japanese torpedo planes about a year later. 

In fairness to Capt. Bode, if he had not 
been strict, if he had not kept his ship in bat¬ 
tle readiness, even though his ship was 
1,500 miles from known Japanese forces, 
the Kuttabul Tragedy could have been 
known as the Sydney Disaster. ^ 
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bloodied and forced to evacuate by sea, 
leaving the area and huge supplies of 
munitions and hardware — including 
122mm artillery pieces — to the tri¬ 
umphant Tigers. t 

Understanding the critical importance of 
the Tigers 1 international network appears to 
have been pushing Sri Lanka to adopt Mid- 
Eastem-style tactics (i.e. carry the war to 
the streets of the West). On 26 October 
1996, Kandiah Perimbanathan, deputy head 
of LTTE’s international network, was 
gunned down on a Paris street along with 
another Paris-based Tiger official, heading 
their Cultural section. The assassin was a 
former LTTE fighter suspected to have been 
hired by Sri Lankan intelligence. 

The death of a man who’d been a key 
link in the procurement chain, operating in 
Bulgaria, Ukraine and Western Europe and 
with access to many of LTTE’s bank 
accounts, was undoubtedly a serious set¬ 
back to the movement. But despite a bounty 
of U.S. $500,000 put on his head by Sri 
Lankan Sinhalese expatriates in the United 
States, KP himself remains at large. And, as 
the Still us Limas ul affair underscored, he is 
still very much in business. 

Seasoned photojournalist Mike 
Winchester has contributed many articles 
on SE and SW Asia to SOF during the past 
decade. ^ 
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opponent will reap political benefit from 
the inevitable opposition to compromise. 

Opposition to compromise comes from 
the feeling that the LTTE wants to split that 
which cannot be split — the land of the 
Buddha. Since this is precisely what the 
LTTE desires to do, to form an independent, 
socialist Tamil state (‘Tamil Eelam”), stale¬ 
mate has resulted. Legal Tamil political par¬ 


ties, in the main former insurgent bodies 
which have now agreed to pursue their aims 
peacefully, continue to campaign for auton¬ 
omy of some sort. 

Local elections held recently — the first 
in 15 years — in the former Tamil-liberated 
“headquarters,” Jaffna peninsula, were 
largely sabotaged by LTTE attacks, with 
turnout as low as 25% of eligible voters. 
Attacks were also launched in the east, in 
addition to the bombing in Kandy, to draw 
attention away from Sri Lanka’s celebration 
of 50 years of independence. 

The most noteworthy fallout of the 
Kandy attack was resignation of the Deputy 
Defense Minister, Anurudha Ratawatte. 
Since the president, herself, is the defense 
minister only on paper, Ratawatte effective¬ 
ly calls the shots in the counterinsurgency. 
Predictably, his resignation was declined, 
because his support is solid within the SLFP 
higher echelons. Many of his approaches, 
such as abandoning low-intensity pacifica¬ 
tion in favor of conventional confrontation, 
have been controversial. Yet they have ham¬ 
mered the LTTE. 

Hampering the movement further has 
been its recent inclusion on the U.S. list of 
terrorist organizations. This makes fund¬ 
raising illegal in the lucrative American 
“market.” This is not disastrous, as the take 
is far richer in Canada and Britain. 
Nevertheless, it rankles, and LTTE has 
reportedly moved to challenge in court its 
“terrorist” status. 

Ironically, even as expatriate Tamils 
donate, or are coerced to provide funds to 
LTTE, at no time during the entire struggle 
has more than a fraction of the Tamil popu¬ 
lation lived under insurgent control. Indeed, 
when the war started, half of all Tamils were 
residents of Sinhalese majority areas. There 
remains a hard core of LTTE supporters 
within the country (Jaffna remains the 
heartland of LTTE support), as well as 
abroad, but war weariness has long since 
disabused many that “liberation” is at hand. 

“Liberation” itself is a nebulous term 
where the LTTE is concerned. Early on, the 
insurgents consistently linked two strug¬ 
gles: that of their people and of their social 
formation; that is, “to be free, we must get 
rid of the Sinhalese and capitalism.” Their 
dogma was Marxist. 


In recent years they have toned this 
down considerably and now emphasize only 
the “liberation” aspect of their fight. Terror 
remains a principal weapon, both in their 
actions against the Sinhalese and against 
any within their own people who challenge 
their writ. When areas are temporarily 
seized by the government, refugees pour 
through the lines, heading for safety inside 
government areas. 

On the Sinhalese side, though, war- 
weariness is also evident. Desertion, for 
instance, is rampant within the security 
forces. Yet there simply is no comparison 
between the manpower and resources which 
can be brought to bear by the two sides. 
Ultimately, the insurgents will run out of 
time and space — and bodies. 

For the moment, despite the increasing 
youthfulness of many of their foot soldiers, 
LTTE has ample arms and provisions to 
fight on. Money comes principally through 
funds gained from Tamil expatriate commu¬ 
nities. The insurgents have also been impli¬ 
cated by police (e.g. Interpol) data as using 
narcotics-trafficking as a funding source. 
The most ardent supporters of the struggle 
are those Tamil expatriates who left early on 
and have minimal knowledge of the extent 
to which the LTTE has become radicalized 
and ever more brutal. The expatriates see 
Robin Hood, but what you have is Pol Pot. 

The level of struggle spans the gamut, 
from guerrilla warfare and political action 
in some areas to full-fledged conventional 
slugging matches in others. LTTE has 
demonstrated the capability to overrun 
brigade-sized camps and to field the full 
array of modem weaponry, from home¬ 
made tanks to underwater demolitions. 
Likewise, the government has the same 
capabilities, though its weapons, being 
obtained on the open market, are more 
sophisticated and numerous. 

This is important, because without a 
political solution in place — behind which 
support can be lined up from both commu¬ 
nities, Tamil and Sinhalese — the contest 
will remain a military fight to the death. 
This does not need to be the case. The con¬ 
ditions are present for cutting the human 
ground out from under the insurgents. 

— Dr. Tom Marks 
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2. Androstenedione lOOmg is also 
expected to boost testosterone levels. 
Industry claims testosterone levels over 
300% in controlled studies, works great 
with 1-3. 

60 day cycle $23.95 

3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. sterol complex is a combined 
formula of the industry’s most powerful 
products. Users claim that it enhances 
growth, allows the body to stay pumped 
longer and strips away fat. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 and receive #4 FREE! 
Get the most powerful anabolic stack on the market. $64.90 


20 S0URCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• "Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 

ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! -- 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VEST 

AS LOW AS 


AND TACTICAL, 
INCLUDING FLAK JACKET, 
HTV, NATO ASSAULT 
AND DESERT STORM 

STARTING AT 

$ 499.95 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc . 

13615 S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 114-1 
Miami , Florida 33176-7252 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 235-0603 
E-Maii:interam ©gate.net 


ID by MAIL 

$ 24.95 

Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

Latest Book Catalog FREE 


Use your personal check over the phone or order by cash on delivery 

ORDER NOW!!! 1-800-275-7822 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 

Call 24 hrs a day 7 days a week or 
^ send check or money order to: 


Tribulus 250 mg SI 9.95 + S5.00 S&H 

Androstenedione 100 mg 60 Capsules $23.95 + S5.00 S&H 

G.H.R.X. 60 Tabs $21.00 + S5.00 S&H 

LS.C. 60 Tabs $19.95 + $5.00 S& H 

Special, Buy 3 Bottles get 4th FREE $64.90 + $5.00 S&H 

Add $10.00 for Priority Mail 

International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'& U.S. only) 

Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 


Name. 


Name: 

Address:. 


Phone: { 











































































Genuine SAS & “ Genuine SAS 

PARA Smocks Tactical Assault Vest K 


ON CRIME 


FREE 

WHOLESALE 

CATALOG 


Genuine SBS 

Military Watch 


! Genuine British 
S1950 Denison Smock 


Genuine British P5 

Military Watches IS 


j3|] Beware of 
>81 imitations 


HANDMADE 

KNIVES 


L.A. LAW ENFORCERS 

209 W. Walnut • Yakima, WA 98902 
(509)-457-9033 ■ FAX (509) 576-0969 


Sorry, no APO Addresses 

Orders dispatched by'air 
mail £19.99 per order 


SHUSH 


FREE BROCHURE 


Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
Larry Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 

President 

We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can meet or beat any price on the market. 


Address 


10% Pepper Sprays 


City/State 


The School of Private Investigation 

Dept. JRJ171, 6065 Roswell Road 
PCDI, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 


Key Chain Sprayer 
Retail $19.95 
Sample $4.25 


Retail $22.95 
Sample $6.25 


ARKANSAS KNIFESMITH 

Excellence since 1970 


i||j) Designer & Maker 
m FIRST BLOOD & RAMBO 


Phone or send for FREE 100+ page catalogue 
Silverman's (SOF), Mile End, London El 4PS 
England Phone 011-44-1717*900*900 

Fax 011 -44-171-791-0008 


Death wind 
Hunter or Military 


CALL OR WRITE TODAY 

We are committed to your success!^ 
Crime does not wait, will you? ^ 


Death wind 
Hunter or Boot 

Visa & Mastercard - also Lay-away 

2721 S. Arkansas Avenue 
Russellville, AR 72801 
1-2011 Fax 501-968-4640 


REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL INC 


All the camo in the world 
f|§|| won 1 ! mask the souncl 
| of a twig snapping 4 
SH under a ^ fciLj 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is an¬ 
swered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For teiehone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 


The end of the “evil empire” 

has not solved all of the world’s problems. The 
Karens, after a 40-year struggle against succes¬ 
sive tyrannies in Burma, are now refugees in dire 
straits in Thailand. The medical situation in 
Cambodia is a disaster. The Black Creoles on the 
east coast of Nicaragua are no better off. And so 
on. RRI is trying to help, but we need your help. 

Medical supplies of most types are still urgent¬ 
ly needed. We can’t handle bulky equipment, 
items that have to be locked up or refrigerated. 
Checks and money orders are welcome. None of 
the funds collected go for staff salaries or other 
administrative expenses. 

All donations are tax deductible. Put a pack¬ 
ing list with name and address of donor with each 
package. RRI is #1013 on the 1997 Combined 
Federal Campaign National List. Be sure to des¬ 
ignate your gift for RRI. 

Please send letters and checks to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


Transmits to any FM 
\ radio up to Vz mi. 
VL-j \ Easy to assemble kit. 

^ Up to 9V(not Incl.) 

^$29.95 +$2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video, VHF transmitters Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 


A Souncl Advantage 


Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1 - 800 - 533-3277 

P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 


P.0. Box SF2052 Melbourne,FL 32902 

COD’S OK 


Please send UPS and other packages to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
c/o SOF Warehouse, 5735 Arapahoe Ave. 
Boulder, CO 80303 
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ISSUE AD DEADLINE 

ON SALE DATE 

October 12 June 98 

25 August 98 

November 17 July 98 

29 Sept 98. 

December 14 August 98 

27 October 98 

On-line: www.sofmag.com/mediakithtml 


Built to last 



Spring ^ 
Inventory 
Sale 



SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America's #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 * 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty f/ivi v z, 

• Easy Financing Available WADO * 3UA110 

• Easy Do-lt-Yaurself Construction 

• Flee 16 Poge Brochure STEELlllaSTER, 


Save Thousands 

Call Today 


I 800 526-1110 


REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 



•sns 

•fifiF 

BLOCK ULIRTCH 

pnnn 

•RM 

•CAMERONS 

l \\ -RSDG 

*RN 

•GUARDS etc. 


! 45-Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 

7 BRITISH REGRLIR IMPORTS 

Deportment^ 

P.O. Box 37 - Palm Harbor. FL 34683 


PHOTO l.D . CARDS 


Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 

Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 


1-702-471-4444 


M.P.C. 


APPAREL 


“DON’T TREAD ON ME - 2ND AMENDMENT’’ 

T shirt. Menacing rattler entwined around a BOLD 
2 on a quality gray T. $15.00 + $3.00 S&H. Sizes 
to XXL. Add $3.00 for larger sizes. Bob Shuta, PO 
Box 129, Brackney, PA 18812. 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS. Back in 
business and bringing in very strange uniforms 
from all over the world. Large sizes available. Send 
$3.00 for our new color catalog. Western Survival, 
POB 48, Spencer, IN 47460 Phone: 812-876-2171, 
Fax:812-876-3252 


FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! I 

How to Get Anylhlng on Anybody.$30 [ 

The Whole Spy Catalog, 448 pages.$45 

Divorce Tactics for .. ^30 

The Anarchist Cookbook... .....S3Q 

Get Even: Complete Book of Dirty Tricks $20 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo... $15 
The Poor Man’s James Bond #1, or #2.... $30 
Ragnar’s Book of Homemade Weapons.. $25 
Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.... $18 I 
Ask Me No Questions, 111 Tell You No Lies..$17 | 
How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction.. $15 

Secrets of a Super Hacker...$20 

Check Fraud Investigation.$17 | 

Counterfeit l.D. Made Easy.$16 

The 211 Book....$17 Drug Testing At Work..$17 I 

Never Say Lie.$20 Armed Defense.... $17 

The Rip-off Book...$15 New ID In America...$17 
The Outlaw’s Bible...$20The Paper Trip.. $17 | 
Reborn in The U.S.A..$16 l.D. By Mail....$20 
□i|ch I rig Yo ur Debts.... $15 Free Space... $15 

How to Buy Land Cheap.....$15 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CAN’T LIST! 

FAX 1-916-771-4201 FS Catalog. . $2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $3 Per Book. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
Add A $3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
24,000 Titles www.fsbookco.com 
SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 


PONDEROSA PRODUCTS 


• MILE'S iMuIk Ready IluEI will] hollers 

• $57/12 assorted $53/12 (10 cases or more) 

■ MRE Entrees (Assorted) $125/72 

• HEATERMEALS $60/12 Assorted 

• CFP 90 Combat Backpack (new) $200 

• USGI Kevlar Camo Helmet $100 

• USNAVY Life Preserver (new) $30 

• 15% PEPPER SPRAY 3/4 oz. $12 

Send $2 for catalog 

PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 
Yi-sa n MC, Discover, diw'k. MO 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


£2WEB™ MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - 

Paladin Press has been described as ‘Ihe most 
dangerous press in America." Millions of satisfied 
readers disagree. Outrageous and controversial 
books and videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, 
new identity, creative revenge, espionage and 
investigation, privacy, personal freedom, action 
careers, and more! To order our 80-page catalog 
describing over 800 titles, send $2.00 to: Paladin 


SURVEILLANCE 

EQUIPMENT 

MICRO-WATERPROOF/ 

WEATHERPROOF 

VIDEO-CAMERAS 


♦ The Size of a Lipstick Container 

Only $249.00 

♦ Infra-Red Board Cameras Only $99.00 


Call us or check our website at 
www.covertsurveillance.com for hun¬ 
dreds of other covert surveillance products. 


Call 1-888-474-9409 to order 
by Visa-MC-AMEX 


WHEN PEACE OF MIND 
COUNTS, CALL US! 


★ NOBODY PICKS ON AN ATLAS MAN! ★ 


Over 30 Million 

Atlas Students Worldwide! 
ONLY 15 MINUTES A DAY! 

• No weights • No barbeils • No gym fees 
Big and powerful muscles FAST! 
Money Back Guarantee. For 
info kit on my "Atlas" course, 

send name and address M 

with $2 for postage and 

handling to: , ty 1 

Charles Atlas, Ltd. 1 

RO. Box 'D' % 

DeptSFI 

Madison Sq. Station VI 
New York. NY USA 10159 I 


www.eharlesatlas.coml 



CABLE T.,lf. 

DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
1-year warranty. 

JCB ELECTRONICS 

1 - 800 - 579-3285 


Press, Box 1307-8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 
392-2400, e-mail service@paladin-press.com. 
Visit our Web site at www.paladin-press.com. 
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GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS BOOK 
IN THE WORLD!! 

The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for • Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards • 
Cheap surveillance gear • Legal second passports • 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars • Free phone-calls • Self defence 
gadgets • Smart nutrients • Computer viruses that will 
destroy your enemies in seconds * Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won’t find these 
advertised * A new identity • Speed trap detectors • ID 
papers • Anonymous mobile phones • Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds • Network with freedom 
minded folk • Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free • Plus much, much more. 

"Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 

I loved itr Lt. Lawrence Frego, Florida. 

30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor¬ 
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 
Highway West, Dept. 2134, Tillamook, OR 97141, USA 

SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 


BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase - Allow 4-6 weeks 

http://www.bushwings.com 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


✓ SOLDIER OE FORTUNE Magazine Binder. 

Holds 12 issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. 
VISA/MC accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination 
research materials; Videocassettes, pho¬ 
tographs, books, unpublished manuscripts. 
Catalogue: $3.00. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; 
Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6 
(Canada). 

qweb™ soldier of fortune Russia] 

Collectors item, published in Moscow. Various 
months. Invaluable resource for researchers, 
military and intelligence professionals. Printed in 


INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and Addres¬ 
ses, Identity Verification, Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi¬ 
ness Reports, Marriage and Death 
Records, More, Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER 

KIT —$14.95 

See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 

800-752-1389 


SURVEILLANCE 

COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
Electronic Devices 


• Spy Pinhole Cameras $129 00 

• Voice Changer • Micro Recorders 

• Bug and Phone Tap Detectors 

• Locksmithing * Phone Call Register 

• Shotgun Mies • Phone Scramblers 
•Realtime 12 Hour Telephone 

Recording System $139 00 

• Vehicle Tracking System • And more... 

Catalog $5 00 
We will not be undersold 
www. spyoutlet. com 


SPY OUTLET 

P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 
(716) 695-8660 / 691-3476 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 


Russian only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, 
add $10 for Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 

WWW.SOFMAU.COM 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI- 
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, 
Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 75-year 
tradition of quality book publishing, promotion, 
distribution. "Author’s Guide to Subsidy Book 
Publishing” 1-800-695-9599. 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a "Dingbat." So 
are ✓ and #. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 



DRIVER'S LICENSE 


8P8PENDED?T ^ 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTtME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 
FOR SOME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION' 

QUALITY RESEARCH. DEPT. S3 
P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 


The study of history is not merely supposed to pro¬ 
vide a chronology of events and a description of social 
usages and trends. It should provide, for everyone, an 
understanding of the historical dynamic. 

For example, it should explain why a country that 
could totally crush Hitler’s Germany and the Japanese 
empire could not impose its will on North Vietnam. 

Furthermore, it should be able to make sense of the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy. 



The Official History does not do these things satisfac¬ 
torily simply because it is not a true history. It was writ¬ 
ten by those who wished to obscure, rather than 
reveal, the purposes and aspirations of those who held 
power. 

At long last, there is a book by an author called Steve 
Weston which does not avoid the harsh realities which 
everyone else wants to sweep under the rug. In his work, 
Woodrow Wilson and the Dea t h of John . K en ne dy, the 

reader comes to appreciate the real purposes behind 
U.S. Foreign Policy and why John Kennedy’s death was 
necessary to advance Kennedy’s own policy objectives. 

Since the establishment does not approve of such 
thoughts, the book is available only on special order 
through Barnes & Noble, Borders, and some other 
leading bookstores. ISBN: 0-9647892-0-5 
http://www.bookmasters.com/marktplc/books/00146.htm 


SATELLITE TELEPHONES 


GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
DIGITAL VOICE * DATA * FAX 

http ://w w w. cd r ad i os. co m 
Satellite Warehouse, Tucson, AZ 
520-792-9429 Fax: 520-624-1629 


(A 


Advanced - Hardcore - Training program, special¬ 
ly designed for Special Forces and Police SWAT 
teams. Complete 1 year program - covers Power 
Training, Speed Training, Nutrition, Grip Strength 
Training, Circuit Training, Plyometrics, Mental 
Attitude. Very Motivational! Free Shipping. Send 
$15.00 to Extreme Power, PO Box 1370, Pearl City, 
HI 96782 

ARM YOURSELF. POCKETSIZE U.S. CONSTITU- 
TION and Declaration of Independence. Only 
$5.95, Dorseygor Press, 1305-C North Main Street, 
Ste 140A, Summerville, SC 29483 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES ARE 

available. Most years/issues still in stock. Only $5 
each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax or e-mail 
to request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: christina(5> 
sofmag.com 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or 
existing small business. Grants/loans to 
$800,000.00. Free recorded messages: (707) 449- 
8600 (KW5). 
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COLLECTORS & SPORTSMEN 

AUTO KNIFE 
BLOWOUT!* Mm 


*39 95 ea . j 

*64 95 A r ifi/ #102 NATO ! 

Plus $4 MILITARY ! 

Ship/ Mf F 3W' Stainless ! 

Hndlg Mry blade. Front open- J 

Mjw ing, fast lever-action J 

MwwPf #104 ™ E goofather. ! 

*§M mufr Stiletto. 4'' lightning-quick J 
side of* 0 stainless steel blade. J 
w Lifetime Money-Back Guarantee. ■ 

Order 2 knives & get FREE! Swiss Army Knife! 
Check or M.O to PERFORMANCE KNIVESI 

1202 Lexington Ave (Rm 192 Dept SA-8), New York, NY 100281 

Limited offer. ACT NOW -800-324-437ij 


•nr U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND tjf ■ MEET LATIN LADIES’! 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR. CA. 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM. OR, UT. WA, WY for $2.50 per acre 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 16Q acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money order to FEDERAL LAND CO., OeptL, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009 (Note: this is not homestead 
ing lands are sold outright) M0NEYBACK GUARANTEE 1 


Reserve your exhibit 
space now for the 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
CONVENTION/EXPO 
25-27 September 1998 
Sands Expo Hall, 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Contact Steve 
Schreiner, 303-449- 
3750, ext. 312 


A/£W! PANTHER’" BULL 24" SP 


CAMOUFLAGE PASSPORT 

Complete 2nd Identity for International Safe Travel 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTO I.D. CARDS 

Photo & Data Sealed in 10 Mil Plastic Complete 


LEATHERWOOD 

ART II 

Sniper Scopes 


COLLECTORS 


ftWEB™ MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 
1900 TO PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, 
P.O. Box 8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295- 
1136 or fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign 
$8.00, domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Militaria wanted! 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC- 
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45- 
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I 
mail a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per 
year. Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured 
so you know what you are buying. I always have 
a nice collection of original patches, insignia, 
books, maps, uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. 
and VC/NVA. I also buy singles and collections 
of Vietnam War souvenirs. 100% guarantee from 
me. Buy with confidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. 
Box 230832. Montgomery, AL 36123. 

RHODESIANAND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 
medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 
to KAPLANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, 
South Africa —http://users.iafrica.com 
/r/rh/rhodesia or e-mail: rhodesia@iafrica.com 

UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA. Specializing in 
camouflage. Send $3.00 ($5.00 outside US) for 
catalog: World Wide Militaria, P.O. Box 522, 
Germantown, MD 20875. 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed In Russian 
only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 
for Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 
Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 


Jn)£y77){7Z ^~ Please send $1.00 

lyulUjEJ forournew catalog 

13983 Industry Avenue • Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 FAX 1-612-261-5599 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics avail¬ 
able! 306-page catalog—rush $2.00. Research, 
11322 Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. 
TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or 
www.research-assistance.comm 


EMPLOYMENT 


FINANCIAL 


✓ INCORPORATE NEVADA. Best secrecy and 
tax laws of any state. Only state that doesn’t 
share information with IRS. Owners can remain 
anonymous. $350 ($400 overnight) Free 
Details. 888-781-1192, gqp@sierra.net 


Mexico, the Caribbean, Central and 
South America. We have hundreds of 
marriages each year ! Famous 40 page 
photo magazines, live-videos & Roman¬ 
tic Vacation Tours. Call(713)896-9224. 


FREE 16 pg Brochure S 


Y.L.C. WORLDWIDE, INC. 
P.O. Box 924994-SF 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994 


BODYGUARD TRAINING 


COURSES IN: 

Tactics,CQD, 

Tactical Knife & More! V 

W.A.K. 310-412-8411’ 

8306 Wilshire Blvd. #697, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 


HEY PATRIOTS! 


#BS 101 “US Jobs are for US Citizens 
#BS104 “Real Men Prefer Women” 


Mail check or money order to: 
Righteous Redneck, Inc., PO Box 1643, 
Southeastern, PA 19399-1643 


Order# 
Order # 


PA residents add 
6% sales tax. 


x $6.95-_ 
x$6.95=_ 
S+H $_ 
Tax $__ 
Total 


PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION 

(Employment Notice) All US citizens with Police, 
Military, or Security experience who attend a 
training course with the PBA, will be offered 
some form of employment contract after their 
training. For full details, send a large Self 
Addressed Envelope with either $2 or 2 
International postal reply coupons to: The 
White House, 24 Cumberland Tee, Willing- 
ton, Co Durham, DL15 OPB, ENGLAND, UK. 

BOUNTY HUNTER INTERNATIONAL member- 
ship coin. Engraved with your name. $20.00 
ppd. Check to: Jack Martin, Box 6081, Venice, 
Florida, 34292. 


Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

Phone ( 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Call Toll Free: 1-800-226-3601, 
Extension BF7770. 


KNIVES - BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge 
discounts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL 
ORDER, (800) 687-6202. 


MILITARY EVENTS, 

AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 


£2web™ Attention Military, Veterans: SOL¬ 
DIER OF FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice 
here for one month, half price, for any legitimate 
reunion, military base open-house, air show, 
battle re-enactment, firepower demonstration or 
similar military event. Non-commercial events 
only; standard rate applies to for-profit events. 
WWW.SOFMAG.COH 
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The Amazing Catalog Of: 

Restricted 

Devices, Books, Videos 
& Adult Comics! 

Thousands of “Underground” devices including: 

Drug Education Books,Telephone Recording Devices, Restricted 
Potions & Powders, Digital Voice Changers, New ID & Credit 
Publications, Death & Weird Videos, Adult Graphic Novels & 
Comics, Lock Picking Tools, High Tech Video Systems, Explosive 
& Munitions Manuals, Revenge Books plus much more! 

Catalog Only $3.00 | Send four's Today! 


RO. Box 54400 • Dept SOR-^^- 
Phoenix, AZ 85078-4400 > BeKwe'Nf 
www.undergroundmall.com 1 


.CALLTOLL| 

^SSACoSnATIoJlSsS??^ 


KNIVES-Swords-Web Gear-Uniforms-Boots-Hats-Mre's-T-SHIRTS 
SKULL T-SHIRT L-XXL white skull/on black 
50150 HEAVY T $7.95+ 53.00 S/H XXL add J2.00 

Order by Mail,on the WEB, _C - 

or FAX: 210-661-6507 -- 

Calais 52.00 (Free with crtar) Spyderc0: Endura $35.95 +$490 S /H 


P.O. Box 8141 San Antonio, TX 78208 www.sostx.com 


r worldsTargest " 

: SURPLUS MARKET 

I tor used military vehicles: 

I jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, 

J military trucks, more. Si llll 
J 100’s of ads, tech tips, F ; - -‘*il 

I how-to, articles, event 
I listings, much more! ^ 


Intemationa^ourtship^^B^^ ^ - '^^ 1 

———lPRIVATE EYEl 


MILITARY 


VEHICLES 


1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 


MISCELLANEOUS 


✓ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCE¬ 
NARIES Membership Coin. Free registration 
with order. $15. ea. plus $3. S&H. John Langley, 
Box 804, Nokomis FL 34274. 



Meet Ladies Worldwide. 

USA, Latinos, Asians & Russians. 
Great global opportunities. FREE 
photobrochure. (281) 440-2770 

www.5inglesworldwide.com 


Singles Worldwide Network/ Inc. 
P.O. Box 10748-SF; Houston/ TX 77206 


IB A D G E S -YOUR CHOICE! I 


SILVER $45* GOLD $50-TWO-TONE $55 


• DIGNITARY PROTECTION AGENT 
•BAIL ENFORCEMENT AGENT 

• SECURITY ENFORCEMENT WKs> r ' & 1 T' / 

• PROFESSIONAL FIREARMS 

• CONCEALED WEAPON PERMIT ffl SSL. A - 

• U.S. BAIL RECOVERY AGENT bH 

• FUGITIVE ENFORCEMENT AGENT 

• REGISTERED EXECUTIVE 
BODYGUARD 

Concealed Weapon Badge 
Number Engraved FREE 

LEATHER I.D./BADGE CASE $15 ■ A P C M T 

Add $4.00USAShpg$10Foreign* nUCIN I 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 

MfiXSELL CORPORATION (954) 568-1480 

4038 POWERLINE RD. • DEPT S0F • FT. LAUDERDALE. FL 33309, USA 
visit our web site http://www.maxsell.com 


AGENT 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1 - 888 - 223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


LATIN SINGLES VACATION TOURS! Mexico, 
Colombia, Honduras, Venezuela. Unforgettable 
social events, BBQS, beach parties. FREE 
brochures! TLC Worldwide, Box 924994-SF, 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994. (713) 896-9224, 
www.tlcworldwide.com. 

BUILD A CABIN - a low cost home or vacation 
place. Get the answers & information needed to 
get started. Send just $5 (cash or M.O.) to 
CABIN, PO Box 877-B, Bellmore, NY 11710. 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD Twenty layers' of 
Kevlar protection. Meets II A vest standards with 
a reinforced open eye slot, and removeable 
padding. Thirty-two ounces of protection. 
$300.00 PPD. Info. $1.00. FRANSE, PO Box 
3347, Boulder, CO 80307. 

CONFEDERATE, BATTLE, & Early American 
Crochet Flag Afghans. For info send SASE to: 
M.L.S. 12632 Forest Drive, Thornton, CO 
80241. 


wm 

iiii 


Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly leam from 
the experts: 

» How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 

> How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations, 
Skiptracing <k Surveillance! 

► How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 
i How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FullTime! 

1 No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required! 


Located in the Ente rtainment Capitol 
Of the World! |(213) 879-1165 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
FREE OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
DETAILS P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90213 


Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT 

1 ■800-742-9007 «301 


REMAILING SERVICES 


nWEB TM CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail 
received here, then forwarded to you worldwide. 
Voicemail, too! Website address - www.net- 
com.com/~mailpost. MA1LPOST, 2421SOF 
Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 773-764-0100. 800- 
890-3199. 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/Forwarding, 

Since 1981 Single ReMaifs $1.00, Phone, Fax, 
Box, Street Address, Maildrop, Box 608039- 
SOF, Orlando, FL 32860-8039Visit Privacy 
Pages http://www.orlandomaildrop.com 


SURVIVAL 


UNDERGROUND SHELTERS - Preparedness, 
Tornadoes, Root Cellar, Storage, Survival. 
Concealable, Easier Installation, Durable, 
Lightweight, Polymer, www.psyber.com/biz/the- 
hive (916) 272-4574 Calls Welcome 

DO YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS KNOW HOW 
YOU FEEL? No matter where you live, you can 
easily get in touch with any of your elected offi¬ 
cials by calling 1-800-522-6721 or 202-225- 
3121, or writing: U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 
20510 or U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 


TRAINING 


■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” 
So are ✓ and • . Add them to your SOF clas¬ 
sified ad for $5/each. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs 
available. Free recorded message: (707) 448- 
3210. (8KW5) 

Discreet multishot key-chain, loaded with 
most powerful legally formulated pepper spray. 
Item #A13. Only $7.99 + $2/SH to: DAJ 
Discount Merchandise, 101 Middlesex Tpke Ste. 
6-324, Burlington, MA 01803-4914. Free cata¬ 
log with order. 


50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Bosina, Ohio, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalof $3.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080. 

CLOSEOUT. Military Surplus Ammunition. Free 
List - Paragon, Box 2022, Joliet, IL 60434, 
(815)725-9212, Fax (815) 725-8974. 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS CLOSED-CIRCUIT 
UNDERWATER REBREATHERS! SIVA S-10 
units available to qualified Military, Law 
Enforcement, and Rescue Personnel. 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-0773. 


Tactical, Modern Hand-To-Hand, Knife, Stick 
Combat, Seminars coast to coast, classes, pri¬ 
vates. Training, certification, instructorships. 
Hock Hochheim’s SSC, box 292373, Lewisville, 
TX 75029. 972-315-5128. www.americanknife- 
fighters.com 


WANTED 


“THE BODYGUARD” - International Networking 
publication for Executive Protection & Investigative 
Professionals. Assignment Contracts & Re¬ 
sources. Subscription: $45.00 p.a. To: BASECA, 
4 Maple Ave., Morristown, NJ 07960. 
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BADEN WORKING 
SERVICE CENTRE 


To some, survival is merely a 
term; at Baden we make our 
1 own terms for survival. Baden K-9 offers the 
| ultimate training facility for tactical K-9s. 
We train for live theatre deployment. No 
sporting dogs. No excuses. Trained adults 
and pups. From the jungles of Cambodia to 
the streets of New York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and endurance time 
and again. Phone 905-562-3095 or fax 905- 
562-4242. All clients and inquiries are kept 
secure and with the strictest of confidence. 



P.I.C., Box 461873- 
Los Angelei 
90046 


WEBSITES 


ftwEB™ LIST YOUR WEBSITE HERE! For only 
$25/month (2-month/$50 minimum), you can list 
your Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word on 


Need NEW ID O 

CREDIT • PRIVACY • 


OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
■Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 
■Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS-Box 8410-HB-Fountain Valley. CA 92728 


your site. Prepay up to 12 months at this low rate. 

Camouflage Technologies, Tactical Airbrushing, 
custom camouflage for your rifle stock: 
www.inland.net/bkbiz 


I'LL MAKE YOUR . .. 

| WAIST TIGHTER! 

THAN A NEW BOOT! 


★ NOBODY PICKS ON AN ATLAS MAN! ★ 


Over 30 Million 

Atlas Students Worldwide! * 
ONLY 15 MINUTES A DAY! 

• No weights • No barbells • No gym fees 
Big and powerful muscles FAST! 

Money Back Guarantee. For 
info kit on my "Atlas" course, 

send name and address 1 

with $2 for postage and 
handling to: y 

Charles Atlas, Ltd. 

RO. Box'D' 

P e 5 ,SF2 o o ■ £ 

Madison Sq. Station MB 

New York, NY USA 10159 


charlesatlas.com 


Latest Sports/ Entertainment/ Trivia/ Stock 
Market. Visit our web site http://www.th eh ot- 
pages.com/sports.1175398.htm 


I Soldier of Fortune Aduertisting Rates and Requirements 


CLASSIFIED Advertisings $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. You may prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% 
discount; or take 30% off for 12 months prepaid ($2.10/word). See below tor details. Repeat your same ad in another section for half 
price. $10 charge for copy changes (new address, Dept. #/key code, etc.). “Dingbats” { ✓, •; ■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): 
$5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, 


price. $10 charge for copy changes (new address, Dept. #/key code, etc.). “Dingbats” {✓, •; ■ 
$5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 
etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm = 1 wora. No ads accepted by telephc 
cannot type it, include an additional $10, and print clearly. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
(for our files) and e-mail address if available. Mail classified ads with payment to SOF, ATTN: Cl< 


1 payment 


DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Rates start at $140/month for I” (2.5 cm) boxed text ads in our classified section. Supply Depot rates start 
at $296/month for a 1/12th page ad and $407/month for 1/6th page. These rates are based on 12x contracts. 



CONTACT US AT: Omega Group Advertising • 5735 Arapahoe Ave. * Boulder, CO 80303-1340 
Telephone: 1-303-449-3750 ext. 4 • Fax: 1-303-444-5617 • E-mail: advert@sofmag.com 
On-Line Media Kit: www.sofmag.com/mediakit.html 



NOTICE To Advertisers: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we consider 
objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do anything’ 
or ‘go anywhere’ type ads. We accept no ads without signed authorization or an insertion order. Advertisers offering information 
packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). All new ads must be prepaid (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC). 

HOLD Harmless A6REEMENT: By authorizing placement of advertisement in Soldier of Fortune, advertiser agrees to abide by all 
applicable local, state, national and international laws governing his product or service. Advertiser further agrees that Soldier of 
Fortune and Omega Group shall have no liability beyond the price charged for the advertisement in the event of any losses 
incurred by him due to his ad running (or not running) in Soldier of Fortune- 

NOTICE To Readers: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE is an adult magazine of national and international distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts advertised or described herein for which sale, possession or interstate transportation is restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements. Soldier Of Fortune does not verify validity of every advertisement and/or the legality of every 
product offered. Purchasers should consult their local law enforcement authorities. Soldier Of Fortune does not intend for any 
product or service advertised to be used illegally. Should any reader have a problem with an advertiser, he should seek assis¬ 
tance from his nearest postal inspector ana also contact our advertising department. Soldier of Fortune and Omega Group 
assume no responsibility nor liability for any losses incurred by purchasers due to non-compliance with applicable laws or for 
any other reasons. Caveat emptor; buyer beware. 


Access Marketing.5 

ADCO.17 

Automatic Knife 

Resource Guide.30 

Baden K-9 .68 

Banned From TV.9 

Benchmade Knives.21 

Chase-Durer.Cover 2 

Direct Action Video.14 

Eden Press .75 

Elements Limited.31 

European Connections.31 

Excalibur Enterprises.18 
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Bring The Fire Department Home 


W hile our press groans on 
and on about the departure 
of Jerry Seinfeld, 36,000 
American warriors are 
sweating it out in the Gulf. 

And I mean sweating it out. 

“It’s 120 degrees,” says an Army 
sergeant. “There’s no shelter, except for 
tents, which provide shade but are worse 
than saunas inside.” 

Our warriors were rushed out there 
last February to do a job on Saddam 
Hussein. They’ve been standing tall ever 
since. Besides being hot and sticky, 
they’re bored to death — and sick of 
being cooped up. 

Their morale has plummeted from 
“good to go” to “wanna go home.” They 
feel like a fire department that was 
rushed to a fire only to find a false 
alarm, but then are told to “hang around, 
a fire might start sometime this year” 
Meanwhile, their commander in 
chief is too preoccupied with Monica, 
African Safaris and playing JFK in 
Berlin to figure out a coherent strategy 
to deal with Saddam. So he treats his 
troops as if they’re the Foreign Legion. 

But should we expect anything else? 
This is the president who brought about 
the disaster in the streets of Mogadishu 
and, when 18 warriors died there, called 
them “unfortunate casualties;” the same 
commander in chief who invaded Haiti 
to support a tyrant, whose gang of mon- 



Co/. David Hackworth, (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled “Defending 
America ” “Hack” doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won *t carry his writ¬ 
ing. If your local paper falls into that cate¬ 
gory, call the editor and let him know you y d 
like to see “Defending America ” on the Op- 
Ed page. It's syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45 th St., New York, NY 10017. 


the Gulf meter is running at $200 mil¬ 
lion a month. 

This money is not dough spent on 
training or new equipment or to repair 
the shacks that our warriors’ families 
live in. Nor, does it help the thousands 
who are so terribly underpaid they 
need food stamps to make it through 
the month. 

We wouldn’t be in this terrible fix 
if we had a president who had worn a 
uniform or who was advised by a staff 
of military-experienced advisers. Nor, 
would we be in such a mess if we had 
a congress that had a fair number of 
veterans able to understand the frus¬ 
trations warriors feel as they’re sweat¬ 
ing it out on hard duty on a nonsense 
mission. 

Few American politicians have sol¬ 
diered. Thus, few understand these 
dumb and repeated missions are driving 
the members of our armed forces nuts. 

It’s the press’s job to alert the citizens 
about such harebrained maneuvers, so 
they, in turn, can have at the politicians. 
But like congressmen, few editors and 
reporters have ever worn boots and 
walked the walk. They’ve done Seinfeld 
— not the Gulf. 

As a result, our uninformed citizens 
allow our warriors to be so badly mis¬ 
used and abused and only occasionally 
become briefly outraged when our 
dead are dragged through foreign 


sters has turned that poor island back into a killing field; and 
the same master of military miscalculation who sent our war¬ 
riors to Bosnia in 1995 for one year — and three years later 
they’re still marking time on Mission Impossible. 

After six years of wall to wall disasters, congress should 
wake up and realize that Clinton and his national-security gang 
will never get it right. You’d think they’d take the keys to our 
military machine away from “Crash” Clinton just the way the 
keys to the family car are pulled away from a kid who goes 
from fender bender to road kill. 

Meanwhile, our country’s badly thought-out military misad¬ 
ventures are destroying America’s armed forces. A lot of the 
best and the brightest are walking. In one battalion alone in the 
Kuwaiti desert four captains have resigned. Equipment is being 
worn out and the budget is well-below the red line. 

To keep a carrier on-station in the Gulf costs a million bucks 
a day, and we have two carriers out there, and hundreds of 
$3,000-an-hour aircraft drilling holes in the skies. I’m told that 


streets. Then, after the commercial, it’s back to the hottest 
media story. 

It’s time to bring our over-stretched forces in the Gulf home. 
Saddam won’t cause a problem while they’re staring him down, 
but they aren’t NATO keeping the Sovs in line. They can’t hang 
out in the desert for another 50 years. 

Clinton should follow the advise of a naval aviator “to get us 
out of here and tell Saddam if he sprays one bug to plan to park 
his car on a glazed parking lot, because Iraq will be history.” 

Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Ilackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 1997 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s best-selling book, Hazardous Duty , has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. ^ 
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% scale version of Applegate 
Eairbairri combat folder 

ATS-34 blade | 

One-handed opBmdii|Ifi& 
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Patented Interlock 
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Designed by the Colonel\ made by Gerber, the Applega te-Fairbairn Covert is the best tactical 
folder you can own. The new Interlock, a Gerber exclusive, is positioned like a top tang safety, 
making it easily accessible right or left handed. Combined with a fully reversible clip, the 
Covert is a true ambidextrous knife. Combat tough, pocket carry convenient, the Covert sets the 
standard for tactical folders. Covert is now available at dealers and outfitters everywhere. 



14200 SW 72nd Ave 


Portland, OR 


Attn: Customer Service - SOF 
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Custom Models: 

Custom quality and 
accuracy at a production 
price. 


Target Models: All the 

premium features of the 
Customs phis an ad¬ 
justable sight. 


Gold Match Models: 

The finest production 
1911.45 ACP pistols 
of all time. 


High Capacity 
Polymer Models: 

Custom fiaturesplus a 
14 round magazine. 


Compact Models: 

Shorter slide and grip , 
perfect for concealed 
carry. 


Kimber Classic .45 ACP pistols have 
changed what shooters expect from a 
production 1911. For the first time 
features like frames and slides machined 
from steel forgings, match grade barrels 
and trigger groups, and custom quality 
sights are all standard. With a Kimber 
you can skip the gunsmith and go right 
to the range. The only problem has been 
finding one to buy. They usually don’t 
last the day in the dealers showcase. 

To meet demand, the Kimber 
factory has expanded. Production has 
increased several times over and so has 


selection. Now you can choose from 
fifteen different Kimber .45s. 

New for 1998 is the Compact series, 
with the same level of accuracy and 
dependability as the full size guns. Three 
models are available; Compact Custom, 
Compact Stainless and Compact 
Aluminum. All have a four inch bull 
barrel fitted direcdy to the slide. This 
bushingless design reduces felt recoil, 
gives much better accuracy and ensures 
more positive feeding than you can 
expect from other small .45 pistols. 


Also new is the Stainless Gold 
Match, the finest production 1911 ever 
produced. Carefully hand fitted, the 
accuracy and dependability of these 
pistols is equaled only by custom guns 
from Americas finest pistolsmiths that 
cost twice as much. 

Today Kimber is the obvious choice, 
and you can see them in just about any 
finer gun store. Now the hard part isn’t 
finding a Kimber, it’s deciding which 
one to buy. 



For complete information , send $2 to Kimber, Dept. 833 , 1 Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY10705, or call (800) 880-2418. 

Visit our website at www.kimbaamcrica.com. 













